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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JoaN T. W. DE Jong,
of St. Paul, Ramsey county, Minnesota, have
invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Abdominal Bandages, of which the
following is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
abdominal bandages its object being to pro-
vide an improved form of bandage for pro-
tection of the vital organs of the abdomen
and loins, and eonsists in the improved fea-
tures of construction hereinafter deseribed
and claimed.

The accompanying drawing shows a plan
view of my improved bandage in open or ex-
tended position, showing the form of the same,
the position of the strengthening and stiffen-
ing ribs, and the means for taking up the
lower edge of the bandage near each end to
adapt it to the form of the body.

The body of the bandage A is made pref-
erably of flannel, colored with a dye to ren-
der it specially beneficial for rheumatic trou-
bies, and is formed with a straight upper
edge 2. The lower edge on each side of the
middle line is cut away in approximately
circalar form to fit over the hips. The cen-
tral portion of the bandage is stiffened and
strengthed by means of covered ribs 4 fas-
tened to the fabric in V shaped form, ap-
proximately meeting at the lower edge of
the bandage. Near each end strengthening
transverse ribs 5 are secured, to which are at-
tached buckles and straps 6 and 7 respect-
ively, for securing the ends of the bandage
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together. Other strengthening ribs 8 are se-
cured to the bandage with their upper ends
adjacent to the upper ends of the ribs 5 and
standing af an angle therewith, so asto bein
inverted V shaped position. In order to ad-
just the bandage closely to the person so-as
to conform to the contour of the abdomen, I
arrange eyelets 9 and 10 adjacent to the
lower ends of the ribs 5 and 8, through which
are passed lacings 11 which may be adjusted
s0 as to give the proper form to the bandage.

The bandage when applied to the person

_serves as a special protection for the small of

the back and the kidneys, and the overlap-
pingand broadened portions of the endsserve
to protect the abdomen, the lower edge being
fitted closely to the person by means of the
lacing 11. It thus serves as a valuable pro-
tection for the vital organs, and is specially
suited to the treatment of rheumatic and
stomach diseases.

I elaim—

Asanimproved article of manufacture, the
bandage A having the lower edge cut away
at 3 to fit over the hips, the V shaped strength-
ening ribs 4, the inverted V shaped strength-
ening ribs 5 and 8, and the lacing 11 for tak-
ing up the garment intermediate of the ribs 5
and 8, substantially as deseribed.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand this 5th day of April, 1893.

JOHN T. W. DE JONG.

Witnesses: . '

HARRY-S. JOHNSON,
T. D. MERWIN,
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