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Application filed July 20, i811.

To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, Vicror . JENNINGS, 2
citizen of the United States, residing at
Worcester, in the county of Worcester, State
of Massachusetts, have invented a certain
new and useful Improvement in Sheaths or
Scabbards, of which the following is a spec-
ification, reference being had therein to the
accompanying drawings.

The invention relates to sheaths or scab-
bards, such, for instance, as those which are
employed for knives, bayonets, bolos, and
various other weapons and implements.

It consists in a sheath or scabbard pro-
vided with a tubular fabric-covering which
is_seamless, or substantially seamless, and
without any protruding fin or exposed seam,
and fits the body of the sheath or scabbard
snugly and smoothly.

As-an example, the invention is shown in
the drawings applied in connection with a
sheath or scabbard for a sword-bayonet, but
1t 1s equally applicable to sheaths or scab-
bards for other articles.

Figure 1 of the drawings shows in eleva-
tion a sheath or scabbard for a sword-bay-
onet with the invention applied thereto,
Iig. 2 is an edge view thereof, and Fig. 8 is
a top view of the upper end thereof. Fig. 4
Is an elevation with the tab omitted, and
with a portion. of the seamless covering
broken away to show the body of the sheath
or scabbard. Fig. 5 shows on a larger scale
than Figs. 1 to 4 a portion of one form of
covering before application to a sheath or
scabbard. Fig. 6 is a view in cross-section
in the plane of line 6, 6, of IMig. 5. Fig. 7 is
a top view of the upper end of the said
covering. TFig. 8 is a top view of the said
end after being expanded. '

Having reference to the drawings, the
sheath or scabbard shown therein is, as
stated above, one for a sword-bayonet, and
15 of the flattened shape at present in use,
and is proportioned to receive within it the
length of the blade of such bayonet. The
body, 1, of the said sheath or scabbard,
partly shown in Fig. 4 by breaking away a
porticn of the cover, is of wood, rawhide, or
the like, as preferred. 2 is a cap or mouth-
piece upon the upper end of said body, such
cap er mouth-piece being made of metal or
other suitable material, and having the
entering slot, 23, TFig, 8, in line with the
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blade-receiving space within the bedy 1.
This cap or mouth-piece, in consequence of
surrcunding and inclosing the upper end
portion of the body of the sheath or scab-
bard, and of being wider and thicker than
the said body forms an enlargement at the
upper end of the latter.

Hevetofore, the material employed as the
cover of a sheath or scabbard has been cut
to pattern frem a fiat sheet or web, then
tolded so as to cause its longitudinal maz-
gins to lie one upon the other, and stitched
lengthwise, throngh and through such mar-
gms, to unite them and thereby close the
cover lengthwise in the form of &, tube, and
having been thus formed into a tube hag
been drawn upon the body. The pattern has
been proportioned properly to cause the up-

per portion of the cover to accommodate

and fit the enlargement just mentioned at
the upper end of the sheath or scabbard, and
the remaining portions of the cover to fis
the portions of the body below such enlarge-
ment. This method of making the cover is
open to the very grave objection that it pro-
duces a prominent projecting fin or ridge
along one edge of the sheath or scabbard,

where the margins of the material have been

stitched together. This is unsightly, and the
work of making and applying the covering
18 difficult. The stitched seain sometimes
rips as a result of decay and weakening of
the thread employed for the sewing, or of
Injury to the stitches due to wear or hard
usage. My invention, which I will now pro-
ceed to explain, eliminates the protruding
fin aforesaid, and the exposed seam extend-
ing the length of the cover.

In accordance with the invention I make
the cover 3 of a sheath or scabbard of a
seamless-fabric tube of firm and inextensi-
ble weave which fits snugly and smoothly
upon the exterior of the body 1. This tube
may be varicusly fitted and equipped in
completing the cover. In Figs. 1, 2 and
4 the lower end of the cover is trimmed to
V-shape, the cut edges being turned in, and
the said end is closed by lines of stitches 4,
4, extending along the doubled-in marginal
portions. The cover may be caused to ad-
here to the surface of the body 1 by means
of glue or other cementitious substance. At
the npper or mouth end of the sheath or
scabbard the upper portion of the cover is
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chown as turned in and doubled back within |
‘the tube, in the form of a hem 32, Fig. 4, to
give a smooth finish, and conceal and pro-
tect the cut edge of the fabric.

" The folded-in upper portion of the seam-
less tube is entirely at the exterior ot the
body-portion of the sheath or scabbard and
its cap or mouth-piece, and thereby is pro-
tected from being cut and worn by the blade
of the bayonet, bolo, or knife.. The cap or
mouth-piece is furnished with an outwardly-
projecting  horizental rim or flange, as
shown clearly in Ifig. 4. By folding in the
upper pertion of the fabric-tube a smooth
and uniform end for making close contact
with the under face of said rim or flange 1s
provided. The rim or flange overhangs and
protects the said upper end of the fabric-
tube from wear and injury. The seanless
fabrie-tube is produced by weaving in- ¢on-
tinuous length a tubular web having in each
portion thercof corresponding with the re-
quired length for a sheath or scabbard an
integral widening to accommodate the en-
largement at the upper end of the sheath or
ceabbard. This web is cut up into the re-
quired lengths. Figs. 5, 7 and 8 show a
length of woven tube which is produced
with an integral widening formed in the
weaving by weaving a portion thereot
with a . longitudinal tuck or plait 3°.
This widening is produced in the weav-
ing by providing a number of warp-
threads in -excess of those required for the
weaving of the tubular portion of less diam-
eter, and floating the same during the weav-
ing of such portion, and when weaving the
widened portion of the fabric bringing such
additional warp-threads into action. In
weaving the widened portion of the fabric the
operations are so conducted as to form three
superimposed plies joined together laterally
as indicated in Fig. 7, producing thereby a
longitudinal tuck or plait in the fabric.
The cross-section of the main portion of the
tube is represented In Fig. 6. As shown in
Tigs. 5, 7 and 8 the said tuck or plait pro-
jects into the interior of the tube. This
tuck or plait will straighten out when the
tube is strained transversely, thereby per-
mitting the portion of the tube containing
the tuck or plait to expand transversely in
the manner represented in Fig. 8. Fig. 8
shows it partly straightemed out and the
tube considerably enlarged. In preparing
the tube to serve as a cover, the said por-
tion containing the tuck or plait is thus ex-
panded to the extent required to fit the en-
Targement of the mouth end of the sheath
or scabbard. In being thus expanded, the
tuck or plait assumes more or less approxi-
mately the shape indicated in dotted lines
in Fig. 4. The expanded mouth-end of the
cover i secured in the shape which has thus

been given to it, as by a line of stitches 31°
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engaging the overlapping layers of the tuck
or plait and the exterior of the tube. . When
the cover thus prepared is pulled upon the
body 1, the expanded mouth end of the cover
receives and fits the enlargement of the
mouth end of the said body. A widening
produced in the manner indicated has the
special advantage that the fabric of the tube
has everywhere the same number of warp-
threads and weft-threads to the square inch.
No difference in charvacter or closeness of
texture is apparent at or adjacent the wid-
ening. ; v

The integral widening of the cover-fabric
produced by the increased number of warp-
threads gives the extra material required
to completely inclose the enlarged mouth-
end of the sheath or scabbard. Being at the
interior of the tubes, the tuck or plait 3* is
incloged and concealed.. The excess thereof
may be cut away, if desired, after the
stitches 317 have been formed.

The place of the widening, at which the
overlap and securing stitches occur, is’ lo=
cated at one side of the sheath or scabbard,
as indicated in Fig. 4, and the supporting
tab 5, Figs. 1, 2 and 3, ig applied and se-
cured over the same. Thereby the - said
overlap and stitches are concealed and pro-
tected. The seamless fabric covering - tube
may ' be otherwise produced, applied -and
finished.

1 claim as my invention: :

1. Tn «a sheath or scabbard, the combina-
tion with the body thereof having an en-
larged external diameter at and below the

nouth-end thereof, of a covering consist-

woven tube of firm and.
‘noxtensible fabric inclosing said body and
fitting the exterior thereof, said tube having
o section of its length woven of a diameter
of ‘a greater fixed limit and adjustable to
it the enlargement of the exte jor of the
body, said section of uniform closeness of -
wenve with the remainder of the tube.

0. Tn a sheath or scabbard, the combina-
tion with the body thereof having an en-
larged external diameter at and below its
mouth-end, of a covering consisting of a
ceamless-fabric tube inclosing said botgiy and
fitting the exterior thereof, said tube woven
with a longitudinal tuck or plait produced
by additional- threads forming an integral
widening which adjustably fits the enlarge-
ment of the body.

3. In o sheath or scabbard, the combina-
tion with the body thereof having an.en-
larged external diameter at and below its
mouth-end, of a covering consisting of a
conmless-fabric tube inclosing said body and
fitting the exterior thereof, said tube formed
with an integral widening located at ome
broad side of the sheath or scabbard which.
enables the mouth-end thereof to fit “the
enlargement of the body, fastenings secur-

ing of a seamless
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ing the widened portion of the length of
the tube in expanded shape, and a support-
ing-tab applied to the said side and cover-
ing the widening and the said fastenings.

4. A sheath or scabbard having a cap or
outh-piece provided with an outwardly-
projecting radial rim or flange, and a cov-
ering consisting of a seamless-fabric tube
inclesing the body of the sheath or scab-
bard and the body-portion of said cap or
mouth-piece, snugly and smoothly fitting the
exterior thereof, with its upper end-portion
folded back and inward upon itself at the
exterior of said body portion of the cap or
mouth-piece, and with the fold abutting
against the said projecting rim or flange
and protected by the overhang of the rim
or flange.

5. The combination with a sheath or scab-
bard having an enlarged external diameter

&

at and below the mouth-end thereof and an
outwardly-projecting rim or flange at such
end, of a covering consisting of a seamless-
fabric tube snugly and smoothly fitting the
exterior of the sheath or scabbard, with its
upper portion woven of increased diameter,
to fit the enlarged portion of the length of
the sheath or scabbard, and having such
portien felded inwardly back upon itself at
the outer surface of the sheath or scabbard
and with the fold abutting against the said
projecting rim or flange and protected by
the overhang of the rim or flange.

In testimony wheveof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

VICTOR H. JENNINGS.
Witnesses:
Frang R. Baronerorg,
- Rosa F. Woobcock.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.”
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