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2 Claims.
1

This invention relstes to improvements in filing
cabinets and the like particularly adapted for
the orderly storage of maps, charts, records and
the like.

An object of this invention is to provide an im-
proved filing cabinet which includes a plurality of
panels, each panel provided with depending
brackets having rollers at the lower ends there-
of, the brackets and rollers constituting a panel
supporting assembly which is operatively con-
nected with a part of a track. the track being
slidably located at the bottom of the cabinet
and at an angle of inclination and being $o ar-
ranged that after one of the frames is pulled
outwardly of the cabinet g predetermined amount,
the track is displaced outwardly, but is capable of
being returned by a part of the panel supporting
assembly when the frame is returned, together
with an improved assembly for latching and re-
leasing the frames with respect to the cabinet.

Another object of this invention is to provide
an efficient, inexpensive and durable device of
the character described which lends itself well to
commercial manufacture.

Other objects and features of novelty shall
become readily apparent to those skilled in the
art, in following the description of the preferred
embodiment of the instant invention illustrated
in the accompanying drawings, wherein:

Figure 1 is an elevational front view of the in~
stant invention showing the securing means in
its extended vosition;

Figure 2 is a plan view of the invention shown
in Figure 1; :

Figure 3 is-an enlarged sectional view taken
substantially on the line 3—23 of Figure 1 and in
the direction of the arrows;

Figure 4 is an enlarged sectional view showing
the track and guide means used in conjunction
with the instant invention and forming a por-
tion thereof;

Figure 5 is an enlarged fragmentary detail
of the bank of latches used in conjunction with
the instant invention;

Figure 6 is a sectional detail view of the track
and guide means used in conjunction with the
instant invention and taken substantially on the
line 66 of Figure 4 and in the direction of
the arrows;

Figure 7 is a sectional detail of the frame con-
struction taken susbtantially on the line T-——T1
of Figure 1 and in the direction of the arrows;

Figure 8 is a sectional detail of construction
substantially on the line 8—8 of Figure 3 and in
the direction of the arrows;
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Pigure 9 i5 a fragmentary sectional detail
view of one of the rubber bumpers used in con-
junction with the instant invention;

Figure 10 is a fragmentary front view of a modi-
fied form of the instant invention, and

Figure 11 is a fragmentary end view of the
present Invention showing the staggered slide
pole used in conjunction with the preferred em-
bodiment illustrated herewith.

Reférring now in detail to the illustrated pre-

ferred embodiments of the instant invention,

like reference characters are used throughout to
indicate similar elements.

This invention may be used in many environ-
ments. Included therewith are map storing,
cards and sample displaying, blueprint storing
and the invention might even be used in. the
classroom to retain a plurality of blackboards
for selective use.

A receptacle or housing 18 made of any suit~
able material, for example, pressed fiber, metal,
wood or others, is provided of general rectangular
configuration. :

A plurality of tracks {8 are disposed in the
bottom of the receptacle {0, each track being of
similar construction. As shown in Figure 6, the
track 18 is composed of a pair of S-shaped mem-
bers held fixed in side-by-side relationship so
as to provide an upper chamber and laterally
opening recesses which support the rollers (4.
These rollers are mounted on small shafts 16
which are carried by the substantially U-shaped
bracket 12, this bracket being disposed on the
bottom of the housing 10.

A frame 20 of a plurality of similar frames is
disposed above the track 18 and the frame has
a supporting assembly provided on its lower
edge, the assembly consisting of two unifs. One
unit includes s depending bracket 26 having a
shaft 28 carried thereby, this shaft supporting
rollers 24. The rollers 24 are located in the
chamber which is provided at the top edge of the
track (8. The second unit comprises a depend-
ing bracket 34 which has rollers 32 at the lower
end thereof carried by a suitable shaft, the
rollers 32 also being located in the chamber at
the upper edge of the track 18. It will be noted,
from an inspection of Figure 4, that the bracket
26 is shorter than the bracket 34 so that the
lower edge of the frame 20 may be held horizon-
tal even though the track I8 is arranged at an
angle with respect to a horizontal plane.

When the frame 20, disclosed in Figure 4, is
extended outwardly with respect to the cabinet or
receptacle 10, the rollers 32 contact a stop 30
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which is disposed at the outer end of the frack
and in the line of travel of the rollers 32. Ac-
cordingly, when the frame 28 is extended to such
position with respect to the cabinet that the
rollers 32 come into contact with the stop, upon
further pulling of the frame 20 outwardly of
the receptacle 18, the track 18 will slide on its
support rollers (4, thereby extending it with re-
spect to the receptacle (8. In view of the loca-
tion of the bracket 34, that is, intermediate the
_front and rear ends of the frame 20, the frame
may be extended considerably before the track 18
is extended.

When returning the frame 20, it is moved
inwardly until such time that the rollers 24 con-
tact the stop 22 which is disposed at the inner
end of the track (8. At this time, further in-
ward movement of the frame 29 will return the
track 18 to the position disclosed in Figure 4.

The construction of the said frames 20 are
preferably as follows: a suitable metallic outline
of generally rectangular configuration, 38, is
adapted to receive in frictionally binding engage-
ment therein, a suitable back member 40 prefer-
ably of pressed fiber or some other similar mate-
rial. Obviously, maps, charts, elc., may be se-
cured herein.

A suitable kevboard 42 is provided on the side
of the said receptacle or housing {0 and a plu-
rality of actuating buttons 44 are provided on
said Lkeyboard. Suitable indicating cards 45
may be provided adjacent the said buttons 44.
Secured to the back end of each frame 28 is a
latch 48 which has a suitable hasp provided there-
in. An arm 50 provided with a rubber bumper
(see Figure 8) 52 at one end thereof, is secured
to the said receptacle or housing 8. The func-
tion of this bumper is to provide a stop means for
the said frames 28. A latch keeper 86, adapted
to mate the said hasp is pivotally disposed on a
pivoted right angular toggle member 58 which
is secured by means of a suitable pivot pin 68 to
a suitable perch 62 secured to the said housing
10. An actuating arm 64 is pivotally secured to

the said toggle member at 668 and is pivoted to 4

a second toggle member at the other end there-
of as seen at §8. It is cbvious from an inspec-
tion of Figure 3 that upon actuation of the
hutton 44, the said latch keeper 55 is disengaged
allowing the frame 22 to be removed by pulling
tab 18 (see Figure 1i1). A suvitable resiliently
biasing means 72 is provided on said arms 80 and
operatively secured to the said toggle link- 58,
thereby biasing the latch keeper 56 in the latch
or toward the latch at all times. Any resilient
biasing means may be used however, a simple
roil sprinig 72 provides the preferred construction.
The second embodiment of the instant inven-
tion is seen in Pigure 10 wherein the slides, latch,
guides and rails are in the herizontal position.
This forms the sole distinction between the pre-
ferred embodiment and the second preferred em-~
bodiment.

In order to urge the said frames 20 from their
files or closed position a suitable spring biasing
means 16 is operatively secured to the said hous-
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ing 10 and is adapted to abut the said frame 20,
compressing the said spring 76 thereby storing
potential energy in said spring. Upon the release
of the said latch keeper 56 the potential energy
stored in the said spring 16 is permitted to spend
itself by urging said frame 20 outwardly.

There has been described but preferred embodi-
ments of the instant invention however, it is
apparent to those skilled in the art that various
changes including omissions and additions may
e made herein without departing from the spirit
of the invention. Accordingly, limitation is
sought only in accordance with the scope of the
following claims.

Having thus described the instant invention,
what is claimed as novel and improved is as fol-
lows:

1. A filing cabinet comprising a receptacle
which includes a back, bottom and side walls, a
plurality of tracks carried by said bottom and in-
clined toward said back wall, said receptacle
having an open front and said tracks terminating
at said open front and adjacent to said bottom,
stops secured to the ends of said tracks, a plu-
rality of vertically disposed frames mounted in
said receptacle, a first of said frames having
a supporting assembly at its lower edge, said
supporting assembly including first rollers located
in one of said tracks and second rollers located
within and guided by said one of said tracks,
said second rollers being located at the rsar
portion of szid first frame, said first rollers he-
ing located intermediate the front and rear ends
of said first frame, said first rollers being vertical-

1y spaced from said first frame a sufficient dis-

tance to maintain the bottom of said first frame
in the horizontal position, said rollers being ar-
ranged to contact said stops to limit the move-
ment of said first frame, a plurality of springs
attached to the back of said receptacle and con-
tacting said frames, said springs being retained
under a compression load by said frames when
said frames are disposed within said receptacle,
latch means mounted in said receptacle for re-
leasing each of said frames individually, and said
frames being urged from said rsceptacle gravita-
tionally and resiliently by means of said springs.

2. The construction of claim 1 and a plurality
of bumpers attached to said receptacle back and
contacting said frames to limit the travel of said
frames inwardly of said receptacle, brackets se-
cured to the bottom of said receptacle and hav-
ing rollers carried thereby, and the last-men-
tioned rollers supporting said tracks.

FRANK R. SCHALLERT.
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