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TJ all u'hom it may Yy concern: :
Be it known that I, FELIX ALCAN, a citizen
‘of the United States, and mesuiantof thecity
of New York, borough of Manhattan, in the
5 county and Sbate_ofNewYork_ havemvented
new and useful Improvements in Means for
Setting Mosaies, of which the ‘following is-a
fully clear, and exact description.
My invention relates to means for setbing
10 mosaics in beds or layersof cementitious ma-
" terial, which will be hereinafter - fully - de-
“seribed agd the actual scope of which w111 be
defined by the.claim.
In the practlcal operation of aebtmw moea.ms
1% in cemeut it is customary to prepareé ‘a pat-
tern at a factory or other place by arranging
the pieces of ceramic ware, stone, or other ma-
terial which may have the desired shape and
be of different contrasting colors, such pat-
20 tern being attached. by adhesive material to
a backing of an opaquepliable material. In
placing the mosaic in the cement bed the
workman or moasic-sefter turns the pattern
over, so that the mosaic is placed face down-
25 ward and with the opaque backing upper-
most. Thisis ob_]eemona,ble for three reasons:
First, tiles or mosaics of the wrong color are
frequently placed in improper positions in the
pattern. Thus a red mosaic is placed where
30 a blue or yellow one shounld be; but this fact
cannot be detected by the workman because
the opaque backing prevents the colors of the
mosaies from bemg seen while-setting them.
Secondly, considerable time and la;bor is're-
35 quired to remove the improperly-placed mo-
saie from the bed after hardening of the ce-

ment; and,thirdly, the opaque backing must

be moistened and the paper thoroughly soaked
“in order to remove the backing from theset

40 mosaie, which requires con51derable time. I
alm to overcome these objections by provid-
ing means which permit the workman to read-

) 1ly detect a wrongly-placed piece of mosaic
when sefting the pattern in the bed, so that

45 -the mistake can be easily corrected before.
the cement beecomes set and hard, and also

to facilitate {he stripping of the ba.ekmg from

" the set mosaic, thereby effecting a material

saving of time and labor in the settmg of
5o mosaics.

Reference is to be had to the a acecompanying
drawings, forminga part of this specification,
in whlch similar chamctels of reference in-
dicate corresponding parts in both the figures.

Tigure 1 is a plan view of a mosaic pattern
havmg & transparént backing for holding the
pleces of mosaic in proper order, and Fig. 2
ig'a sectional elevation through the mosaic.
pattern after the same shall ha,ve been laid
or inserted in the eementitious bed and be-
fore the removal of the transparent backing.

The mosaie pattern shown by Fig. 1 of the
drawings may consist of pieces of mosaic A
of any des1red color, shape, and arrangement,
and these pieces of mosaic may be elthex of
ceramic ware, stone, or any other material.
In the mosaie pattern shown by Fig. 1 tho
first three rows from the bottom may consist
of pieces 5 of one color—as, for. instance,
black; the next.row 6 may be of another
color—as, for instance, red; the next row 7

may be of white pieces, whlle the eircular or
curved portion 8 may be of a dark-brown
color. - This arrangement of the pieces of mo-
saic may be mﬁmtely varied and any desired
contrasting colors may be employed in the
formation of the pa,ntem ,

It is customary in the art to make up the
patber:: A at a factory or other convenient
place and to apply the backing to the pieces
of mosaic forming the pabtern such mosaic
pieces being msposed in the spaced relation
shown by Fig. 1 in order to leaveé surround-
ing channels. B around each piece of the mo-
‘saic. . These channels between the mosaic
members or pieces provide for the introduc:
tion of cement or other binding material into
the said mosaic pieces, and the pliable back-
ing is employed to maintain the members of
the pattern in the spaced relation.

* The distinguishing and 1mp0rtant feature
of the present invention resides in the em-
ployment of a transparent backing C, this
backing being apphed ‘to the acmve or wear-
ing surfaces of the pleces comprising the pat- 95
tex n A. - Asslrown by the drawings, the back-

ing is made of a fibrous material of coarse
mesh such material being of an absorbent
nature and adapted to be cemented securely

to the active or wearing faces of the mosaic 100
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pieces. “The transparent backing layer of

coarse-mesh fabric is laid or pressed smoothly.

" over the wearing-surface of the mosaies, and

I0

.15

. 20

this pattern and thie backing are united to-

gether by the use of any sultab'le adhesive or’

cementitious matter. The backing serves to
maintain the pieces of mosaic in their proper
relation, and the important-advantage se-
cured by the backing resides in the adapta-
bility of the workman or mosaic-setter to see
the pieces of mosaic with sufficient clearness
and distinctness to enable him to detect
whether or not pieces of the wrong eolor are
placed improperly in the pattern.

In using iny invention the pattern is first
prepared with the transparent fibrous back-
ing cemented thereto, and in this condition
the pattern may be carried from the factory
or any place of storage to the place where
the pattern is to be set in the cement bed.
The cement' D having been spread over a suit-
able foundation E, as indicated in Fig. 2, the
workman takes the pattern and places it face

- downward into the cement layer D, the trans-
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-parent .backing C being uppermost.

The
workman presses the pattern into place, so
that the cement will be thus forced upwardly
into the channels B, surrounding the pieces
of mosaic, and thus the pattern will-be em-
bedded in the cement bed, so that the mosaic
pleces will be 1nd1v1dually held immovably
in place after the cément shall have hardened
and become set.

In setting the mosaic pattern the workman
is expected to inspeect the pieces of mosaic by
observing them through the transparent back-
ing C, and in case he detects a piece of mo-
saic of the wrong color in the pattern such
improper mosaic is removed from the set pat-
tern before the cement shall have had an op-
portunity to become hardenéd and set, there-

-by saving considerable time and labor in pry-

ing out an improperly-placed piece of mosaic
and resetting the same by a mosaic of proper

5 color.

Another advantage sceured by the employ-

706,874 .

ment of the transparent fibrous backing C is
that it can be readily moistened in order to
strip it from the wearing-surface of the mo-
saic pattern. This backing being composed

50

of a fibrous-fabrie it will readily absorb mois- -

ture, and thereby dissolve or render soluble
the cement which unites the ba,ckmﬂ to the

mosaic pattern; and after the pattern shall

have been moistened for a short-time the

workman can easily remove or strip the back-

ing from the set mosaie. -

It will be observed that my invention essen-
tially contemplates the application of a trans-
parent fibrous backing to the active or wear-
ing faces of a mosaie -pattern, whereby the

55 °
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backing is adapted to remain uppermost in -

the uperation of setting the ratiern in a cem-
entitious bed, and said backing is adapted

to be bubsequently stripped from the mosaic:

65 .

pattern after it shall have been fixed in place

by the hardening of the cement layer or bed.
Having thus deseribed my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—-
A mosaic pattern comprising an open-mesh

absorbent backing made of fibrous woven ma-.

terial, and pieees of suitably-colored tile ar-
ranged in the desired order on the backing
with-open or unfilled spaces intervening the
same, each piece of tile being firmly united
to the backing by soluble cement; said back-
ing material ha.vmg its meshes.so arranged
as to make the color of the tiles plainly visi-
ble through the backing; the entire pattern
adapted t0 be placed face downward in a bed
of cementitious ‘material and the backing
being saturated with moisture and stripped
from the active wearing-faces of the tiles.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

FELIX ALCAN

Witnesses:
Louis C. GAERTH,
W. IL SC‘HLAEFF‘h
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