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1. 

This invention relates to reeds for musical in 
struments such as harmonicas, accordions and 
the like and especially to methods and means for 
aSSembling individual reeds in a reed plate. 

Reeds for musical instruments have been 
formed with heads which, to hold the reed in 
position, have interlocked with correspondingly 
shaped holes in a reed plate or the body of the 
instrument in alignment with the air slots. With 
Such an arrangement, it has hitherto been neces 
Sary to provide two different sets of reeds, one set 
for use as draw reeds and the other set as blow 
reeds. 
From one aspect, the present invention provides 

a reed having a head shaped to fit into a corre 
Spondingly shaped recess or hole in a reed plate 
or body of the instrument in alignment with the 
air slots, the head being so shaped that it can be 
inserted into the recess or hole in either of tWO 
positions and the reed being attached to the head 
in such a manner that in One of these positions 
the tip of the reed lies above the slot (thus form 
ing a draw reed) and in the other position the 
tip lies below the slot (thus forming a blow reed). 
From another aspect, a reed in accordance with 

the invention has an enlarged head which can 
be inserted into a groove in the reed plate or body 
of the instrument Said enlarged end having a 
projecting portion. Which fits into a correspond 
ing depression into the grOOWe. 
The head may be of frusto conical shape taper 

ing towards the reed proper root or may be of 
uniform section. A lug on One side of the head 
can engage in either of tWo recesses formed (180° 
apart) on each side of a correspondingly shaped 
hole in the reed plate, the lug serving to locate 
and retain the head in the selected position. 

Referring to the accompanying drawings which 
show alternative constructions according to the 
invention: 

Fig. I shows in perspective, partly in Section, a 
reed-plate for two reeds With the reeds in position. 
Fig.2 shows an end view with a reed in position 

as a draw reed. 
Fig. 3 shows a similar view with a reed in posi 

tion as a blow reed. 
Fig. 4 shows in perspective a single reed-plate 

with a groove at the end to receive a reed. 
Fig. 5 shows upside down in perspective a reed 

to be fixed to the reed-plate. 
Fig. 6 shows a section through the reed-plate 

With the reed in position. 
Referring first to Figs. 1-3 the reed-plate 

has two reed-slots 2, 3 and has at its enlarged end 
4 conical holes 5 with horizontal side grooves 6, 7 
at their ends. 
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The reeds 6 have at their ends conical plugs 

with side lugs 8, 9. 
These plugs fit into the holes 5 with the lugs 8, 

9 fitting the side grooves 6, 7. 
If a reed is fitted one way up, as shown in Fig. 

2, it acts as a draw reed; if fitted the reverse Way 
up, as Shown in Fig. 3 it acts as a blow reed. 

Referring now to Figs. 4-6, a single reed-plate 
O has a reed-slot l l and a groove 2 at its end 

With a chamfered hole 3 at the bottom of the 
groove. 
The reed 4 has an enlarged end 5 with a pin 

f6, shaped to fit the hole 3, projecting from it. 
When so fitted it is fixed by cementing or by 
heating and riveting over. 
The enlarged end may be SO shaped that it may 

fit into the groove either way up and have a pin 
6 top and bottom. 
We claim: 
1. A reed and plate assembly for a musical reed 

instrument, comprising a plate having a slot 
therein and a recess in one end and opening into 
said slot, with a keyway opening into said recess, 
Said recess being Wider than said slot, and a reed 
including a reed portion and a base portion at one 
end of said reed portion, said reed portion being 
of a size to fit into said plate slot and said base 
portion being larger than said reed portion in 
both Width and depth and fitting in said recess, 
and a key element on said base portion and fitting 
in Said plate keyWay to anchor said reed base por 
tion in said plate recess. 

2. A reed for a musical reed instrument com 
prising a reed portion and a base portion at one 
end of Said reed portion, said base portion having 
both a width and a depth that is larger than said 
reed portion, and a key element on said base 
portion. 

3. A reed as defined in claim 2 wherein said 
base portion is symmetrical in cross-section and 
Said key is Symmetrically disposed thereon 
Whereby said reed may be used either way around 
as a blow reed or as a draw reed. 
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