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Description

This invention relates to a storage container
having a removable lid. More particuiarly the
invention concerns a container having a remov-
able lid which is formed as a one piece plastics
moulding having two lid parts connected together
by a hinge region and which is fitted to upper
edges of side walls of the container to close the
open top thereof. Examples of lidded containers
of the kind discussed above are disclosed in G.B.
Specification A—2,017,646 and U.S. Specification
A—3,412,890 where the lids are fitted to their
respective containers as a simple press fit during
pivotal movement of a hinged lid part into
engagement with the upper edge of the container.
It has ‘also been proposed, for exampie in FR
Specification 1,577,200 to provide a container
with a removable lid in which the lid is fitted by
sliding movement relative to the container to
engage a flange part of the lid beneath a rim at the
upper edge of the container and thereby alleviate
lifting of the lid from the container along said rim.

Lids formed from hinged lid parts are desirable
as they can be folded to reduce their overall size
when not is use to facilitate their storage and
transportation (for example in empty containers
to which they can be fitted). There is a require-
ment for a container having a lid formed from
hinged parts as aforementioned to serve as a so-
called “security container’” where the lid can be
fastened to the container, for example by a seal,
in such a way that its unauthorised removal is
apparent (for example by breakage of the seal or
other fastening) and thereby the likelihood of
goods being pilfered from the container is allevi-
ated. The present invention has been made with
this requirement in mind.

According to the present invention there is
provided a container having a removabile lid, said
container comprising a floor and an open top
formed by upper edges of opposed upwardly
extending side walls and opposed upwardly
extending end walls; said lid being formed as a
one piece plastics moulding and comprising two
lid parts connected together by a hinge region
which extends transversely relative to the side
walls with the lid fitted to close the top; a rim
provided on an end wall adjacent the upper edge
thereof; means on the lid for engagement with
the underside of said rim and to extend over the
upper edges of the side and end walls, said lid
being fitted to and removed from the container by
combined pivotal movement about said hinge
region and sliding movement relative to the
container to engage and disengage a part of the
lid beneath the rim and upper edges; charac-
terised in that the upper edges of the opposed
side walls are provided with recesses within
which portions of the hinge region adjacent to
those side walls are received and accommodated
when the lid is lowered into engagement with the
upper edges of the side walls.

By the present invention the engagement of a
part of the lid beneath the rim of the container and
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the accommodation of portions of the hinge
region within the recesses in the upper edges of
the side wails permit the lid to be constructed as a
firm snug fit with the container and in a manner
whereby the lid can be secured by means which
will be discussed hereinafter to provide a security
container. For example, at least one end of the lid
engages beneath a rim provided on one end wall
during fitting of the lid so that the other end of the
lid may be locked with a fastening device or seal
and this arrangement together with the engage-
ment of the hinge region within the recesses of
the side walls can serve to render it difficult to
forcibly remove the lid from the container — at
least without causing apparent damage and pro-
viding an indication of unauthorised access to the
container.

Preferably the hinge in the lid is provided in
such a position that the lid can be folded and
thereby stored in the empty container. To that end
the dimensions of the folded lid should be no
greater than the internal dimensions of the con-
tainer. It is convenient to locate the hinge so that it
divides the lid in half. However, that is not
essential. If desired more than one hinge can be
provided so that the lid can be folded more than
once for storage purposes.

Specific embodiments of the invention will now
be described by way of example with reference to
the accompanying drawings in which:—

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a container and
lid, partly in section and with the lid partly
removed from the container;

Fig. 2 illustrates the container fully closed by
the lid;

Fig. 3 is a part sectional perspective view
similar to that of Fig. 1 of another embodiment;

Fig. 4 is a part section through the right hand
end (as viewed in Fig. 3) of the lid of the embodi-
ment of Fig. 3;

Fig. 5 is a part section through the middle of the
lid of the embodiment of Fig. 3;

Fig. 6 is a part section through the left hand end
of the lid of the embodiment of Fig. 3;

Fig. 7 is a side elevation, partly in section of
another embodiment of a container and lid;

Fig. 8 is a plan view of a part of the rim of the
embodiment of Fig. 7; and

Fig. 9 is a section through the lid of the embodi-
ment of Fig. 7. ’

In the drawings like parts of the different
embodiments have been given the same ref-
erence numerals.

Referring to the drawings a container 10 of
rectangular plan comprises side walls 12 and end
walls 14. The walls are successively stepped
inwardly towards the base and each step of the
wall is itself inclined inwardly towards the base by
a small angle, for example 3°. The container can,
therefore, be nested within another like empty
container.

The stepped construction is not essential and a
container adapted for nesting can be provided by
means of continuously inclined side walls. It is to
be understood moreover that the invention can
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be applied to containers which do not nest one
with another.

The top of the side walls of the container are
formed with an unhinged flange 16. Midway
along each side wall a generally U-shaped
depression 18 is formed, the purpose for which
will become apparent. A reinforcing rib 20
extends on the outside of the side walls 12
parallet to flange 16. The rib 20 extends through
the bottom of the U-shaped depression 18. The
channel defined between the flange 16 and rib 20
is closed adjacent each end thereof as at 22.

The top of each end wall 14 is formed with an
inturned flange 24. The flanges 16 and 24 meet at
each corner of the container so as to provide a
continuous rim around the container top. Prefer-
ably the width of flanges 16 and 24 is the same.

The container can be closed by a lid 26. The lid
consists of two substantially identical parts 28
and 28a joined together by a hinge 30. The lid is
made of plastics with an integral plastics hinge of
a kind known per se.

Each lid part comprises a flat sheet 32 of
rectangular shape. A U-shaped channel 34
extends along each shorter side of sheet 32 with
the open side of the channel directed down-
wardly. Another U-shaped channel 36 extends
along the long edge of sheet 32 opposite the
hinge, the open side of channel 36 being directed
outwardly. It is preferred, as shown in the illus-
trated embodiment that the web 38 of channel 34
should join the end rim 40 (which forms part of
channel 36) so as to form a continuous rim
around the lid. It is also preferred, as illustrated,
that the said continuous rim should be slightly
above the level of the sheet 32 so that a wali is
formed around three sides of the sheet. At the
fourth side of the sheet 32 the lid is stepped down,
as at 42, to the hinge 30.

The lid is fitted onto the container in the
following way. The two lid parts 28 and 28a are
slightly inciined to each other as illustrated in Fig.
1 and the channels 34 located over the flanges 16.
Pressure is applied to the lid to cause each end
thereof to approach the end walis 14 of the
container. The application of pressure as afore-
said eventually causes channels 36 to receive
flanges 24 and at the same time each end of the
stepped down portion of the lid containing the
hinge is received in recess 18.

Finally the inner surfaces of the webs 38 of
channels 34 come to rest on the flanges 16, the
aforesaid ends of the stepped down portion con-
taining the hinge rest on the bottom of recess 18
and the under sides of end rims 40 of channels 36
rest on the tops of flanges 24. Fig. 2 shows the lid
in its closed position. The lid can be sealed to the
container by means known per se. For example
the lid can be sealed in one or more places by a
fastening device which extends through the lid
and is received by the container. Once sealed it is
virtually impossible for anyone fo gain access to
the container without braking the seal.

In the embodiment illustrated in Figs. 1 and 2 of
the drawings the outer side wall of channel 34 is
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dimensioned so that when the lid is closed, the
said side wall extends at ieast as far as ribs 20. It
will be noted that channels 34 do not extend to
the end of the lid but stop short so as to
accommodate the filled in portion 22.

The shape of the channel 36 is not regular in
that the lower side wall is downwardly inclined in
order to ease fitting and removal of the lid.

It is preferred that the sheets 32 should, when
the lid is closed in the container, be slightly
inclined towards the stepped down portion con-
taining the hinge. Such an arrangement will cause
rain water to drain from the sheets 32 to the hinge
and out through recess 18, where the hinge sits in
the depression, if the container is stored in the
open.

The container may have a smail receptacle 50
formed on end wall 14 having a transparent
external wall 52, for receiving a label through a
slot {not shown) in flange 24. When the lid is
closed on the container the label cannot be
removed from the receptacle because the slot is
covered by rim 40.

When the container is empty the folded lid can
be placed at the bottom thereof without in any
way interfering with the nesting therein of
another container. While the container is being
emptied the folded lid can be conveniently stored
by locating on suitably positioned rods the tubes
formed by the channels 34 on each part 28 and
28a coming together.

The embodiment of Fig. 3 is somewhat similar
to that of Fig. 1 except that the way in which the
lid is secured to container is modified.

The container in Fig. 3 is substantially the same
as the container of Fig. 1 except that the space
between flange 16 and rib 20 on the side walls is
closed by a wail 60. Apertures 62 are formed in
the sides of the depressions 18. Apertures 64 are
also provided in the flange 24 at the mid point of
each end wall.

The lid is provided at one end with a channel 66
similar to channel 36 of the embodiment of Fig. 1
except that a reinforcing rib 68 is provided behind
the channel. A lug 70 is provided inside the right
hand parts of channels 34 (as viewed in the
drawing) the lug is located at the end of said
channel parts adjacent the hinge and is directed
towards the lid end having channel 66 thereat.
The other (left hand) end of the lid has a snap
closure member 72 projecting downwardly from
rim 40.

The lid is fixed onto the container by locating
the right hand end of the lid with the channels 34
resting over flanges 16. The lid is then moved
towards the right so that flange 24 of the con-
tainer is received in the channel 66 (Fig. 4) and at
the same time lug 70 enters aperture 62 (Fig. 5).
The left hand end of the lid is then pivotted down-
wardly about the hinge and the snap closure
member 72 fastens on the flange 24 and the left
hand end of the container (Fig. 6). The lid can be
sealed to the container by a fastener which
extends through the aperture 74 in rim 40 and into
aperture 64 in the flange 24 of the container.
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In some instances a container may be required
whose interior is clear of any in-turned flanges
such as flanges 24 in the previously described
embodiments. The invention can provide for that
requirement for exampie by the embodiment of
Figs. 7 to 9 which will now be described.

Instead of in-turned flanges 24 at each end the
container has an external projection 80. The
projection is substantially S-shaped in cross-sec-
tion thereby defining an upwardly directed
channel 82 adjacent the container and a down-
wardly directed channel 84 remote from the
container.

The side walls of the container have an out-
turned flange 16 as before but in place of the recess
18 a cut out 86 is formed to one side of the trans-
verse centre line of the container. A smaller cut out
88 is formed in the flange 16 on the centre line and
beside cut out 86, Walls 90 extend on either side of
cut out 86 to the rib 20. As can be seen in Fig. 7 the
rib 20 is inclined slightly upwardly at 92 as it
extends beside cut out 88 to the appropriate wall
90.

The lid is shown in section in Fig. 9 and
comprises two parts each hinged to a central
member 91. A downwardly directed flange 94 is
provided at each end of the lid. At one end only the
flange 94 is in-turned as at 96 to define a channel
98. A wall 100 extends downwardiy at each end of
the member 91. A lug 102 is provided on the inner
surface of wall 100 at the lower end thereof.

The lid is fixed to the container in the following
way. The right hand end of the lid is placed on the
container so that wall 100 and lug 102 at each end
of member 91 drop through cut outs 86. The lid is
then moved to the left so that projection 80 is
received in channel 98 and so that lug 102 passes
below surface 92. At the same time wall 100 is
received in cut out 88. The left hand end of the lid is
now pivotted downwardly and can be secured in
any convenient way.

it will be noted that in the embodiment just
described the upper surface of the lid can be made
flat. If positive location for stacking of another
container on the lid is required projections 104 can
be provided on the lid.

it will be evident that the invention can be
applied to many existing containers which already
have the necessary formations for engagement of
a lid taereon in accordance with the invention.
Moreover, many existing containers can be modi-
fied to make them suitable for use in the present
invention.

If desired the containers may be fitted with trans-
verse wires, as is known per se, the ends of which
are pivotably mounted in the side walls of the
container so as to permit movement of the wires
from a stacking position where they extend across
the container and support another container and a
nesting position not obstructing access to the
container whereby another container can be
nested in the said container. A channel can be
formed in flange 24 to receive a wire in the nested
position. Preferably the lid is arranged to fit on the

“container regardless of whether the wire is in the
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stacking or nesting position. When in the former it
provides support below the lid which can be useful
where heavy loads are placed on the lid.

The provision of a hinged lid in accordance with
the invention permits the container to be used with
half the lid permanently in place, the other half
being lifted when access to the container contents
is required. The embodiments of Figs. 3 and 7 are
particularly adapted for use in this way.

The term hinge as used in the specification also
includes constructions where the lid material can
flex in the manner of a hinge.

The lid may be provided with a clip for holding
the lid in the folded condition. The clip can con-
veniently comprise a lug on one lid part which is a
snapfit in a suitably profiled piece on the other
part.

In the embodiments described a security plug or
pin is inserted through the top of the lid into the
container. it can equally well be inserted through a
side wall of the lid into the side of the container.

Claims

1. A container (10) having a removabile lid (26),
said container (10} comprising a floor and an open
top formed by upper edges of opposed upwardly
extending side walls (12) and opposed upwardly
extending end walls (14}; said lid (26) being
formed as a one piece plastics moulding and
comprising two lid parts connected together by a
hinge region (30) which extends transversely
relative to the side walls (12) with the lid fitted to
close the top; a rim (24) provided on an end wall
(14) adjacent the upper edge thereof; means (40,
36) on the lid for engagement with the underside of
said rim {14) and to extend over the upper edges of
the side and end walls, said lid {26} being fitted to
and removed from the container (10) by combined
pivotal movement about said hinge region (30}
and sliding movement relative to the container
{10) to engage and disengage a part {36) of the lid
beneath the rim (24) and upper edges; charac-
terised in that the upper edges of the opposed side
walls (12) are provided with recesses (18) within
which portions of the hinge region (30) adjacent to
those side walls (12) are received and accommo-
dated when the lid (26) is lowered into engage-
ment with the upper edges of the side walls (12).

2. A container as claimed in claim 1 charac-
terised in that the rim (24) on the end wall {14} is
inside the container (10) and the part of the lid (26)
which engages beneath that rim {24) comprises a
flange (36) while a further flange (40) on the lid
extends over the upper edge of the end wall {14)
which carries the rim (24).

3. A container as claimed in claim 1 charac-
terised in that the rim {80) on the end wall (14) is
outside the container (10) and the means on the lid
(26) for engagement therewith comprises a
channel (98) which is slidable to extend over the
upper edge of the end wall which carries the rim
{80) and to engage beneath the rim (80).

4, A container as claimed in any one of the
preceding claims characterised in that a rim (24) is
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provided on each end wall (14} adjacent to the
open top and means (66, 72) is provided on the lid
(26) for engagement with the underside of each
said rim (24), at least one rim (24) of an end wall
(14) being located inside the container {10).

5. A container as claimed in any one of the
preceding claims characterised in that the lid (26)
has downwardly directed flanges (34) which
extend over the outside of the upper edges of the
side walls as the lid (26) is lowered to close the
open top of the container.

6. A container as claimed in claim 5 charac-
terised in that the downwardly directed flanges
(34} comprise channels within which the upper
edges of the opposed side walls (12) are received.

7. A container as claimed in any one of the
preceding claims characterised in that on fitting
the lid {26) the hinge region (30} engages with the
side walls (12) adjacent to said recesses (18) to
restrain that region (30) from being lifted relative
to the container (10).

8. A container as claimed in claim 7 charac-
terised in that depressions (62) and lugs (70) are
provided on the side walls {12) and the lid which
snap engage to provide said restraint.

9. A container as claimed in claim 7, charac-
terised in that the hinge region comprises down-
wardly extending lugs (102) which are received in
the recesses (86) and are slidable with the lid (286)
relative to the container {10} to engage the lugs
{102} beneath overlying parts (88) of the side
walls and provide said restraint to lifting of the lid
relative to the container (10).

10. A container as claimed in any one of the
preceding claims characterised in that a central
region of the lid (26) is depressed relative to its
marginal side edge portions (34, 40), said
depression being capable of receiving the floor of
a similar container (10) to provide a positive
location when stacking one container on another.

11. A container as claimed in any one of the
preceding claims in which, with the lid fitted to
the container, it is characterised in that the lid
parts (32) slope downwardly towards the hinge
region (30), and that the hinge region (30) forms a
drainage channel from the lid (26).

Patentanspriiche

1. Behaiter {10) mit einem abnehmbaren Deckel
(26), einem Boden und einer oben offenen Seite,
die durch die Kanten von senkrechten jeweils
einander gegentiberliegenden Seitenwénden (12)
und Stirnwénden (14) gebildet ist, wobei der
Deckel {26) ein einstlickiges Kunststoff-Prefteil
ist, das zwei Uber einen Scharnierbereich {30) ver-
bundene Deckelteile umfaldt, der quer zu den
Seitenwiénden (12) verlduft und zur Abdeckung
der Oberseite des Behalters ausgebildet ist, mit
einem der Oberkante einer Stirnwand (14)
benachbarten Rand (24), mit Teilen (40, 36) am
Deckel, die an der Unterseite des Randes (14)
angreifen und sich UGber die oberen Kanten der
Seiten- und der Stirnwénde erstrecken, wobei der
Deckel (26} durch eine kombinierte Dreh-
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- Seitenwéanden (12)

bewegung um deh Scharnierbereich (30) und eine
Gleitbewegung relativ zum Behaiter (10) zwecks
Ineingriff- oder AulReneingriffbringens eines Teils
(36) des Deckels unterhalb des Randes (24) an der
oberen Kante mit dem Beha&lter verbunden bzw.
von diesem abgenommen werden kann, dadurch
gekennzeichnet, dall die Oberkanten einander
gegenlberliegender Seitenwinde {12) mit Aus-
nehmungen (18) zur Aufnahme von diesen
benachbarten Teilen des
Scharnierbereiches (30) versehen sind, in denen
diese Scharnierbereiche bei Auflegen des Deckeis
(26} auf die Oberkanten der Seitenwédnde (12)
liegen. '

2. Behélter nach Anspruch 1, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, daf3 der Rand (24) an der Stirnwand (14}
innerhalb des Behalters (10) liegt und da® der
unter diesen Rand {24) greifende Teil des Deckels
{(26) einen Flansch (36) aufweist, wahrend ein
weiterer Flansch (40) am Deckel sich Uber die
Oberkante der den Rand (24) aufweisenden Stirn-
wand (14) erstreckt.

3. Behalter nach Anspruch 1, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, da® ein Rand (80) an der Stirnwand (14)
aullerhalb des Behaiters {10} liegt und dafd das
zum Eingriff mit dem Rand vorgesehene als Nut
(98} ausgebildete Teil am Deckel und zum Uber-
greifen der Oberkanie der den Rand (80) auf-
weisenden Stirnwand verschieblich ist und unter
dem Rand {80) eingreift.

4, Behaélter nach einem der vorhergehenden
Anspriiche, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dafs an den
Oberkanten jeder Stirnwand (14) im Bereich der
offenen oberen Seite ein Rand (24) sowie Teile
(66, 72) am Deckel {26) zur Anlage an der Unter-
seite jedes Randes {24) vorgesehen sind, wobei
mindestens ein Rand (24) einer Stirnwand (14)
innerhalb des Behdlters (10) liegt.

5. Behalter nach einem der vorhergehenden
Anspriiche, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dafy der
Deckel (26) nach unten weisende Flansche (34)
aufweist, die sich {iber die AuBenseite der Ober-
kanten der Seitenwénde erstrecken, sobald der
Deckel (26} nach unten zum Schiiel3en der offenen
Seite des Behéiters bewegt wird. ’

6. Behaélter nach Anspruch 5, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, daR die nach unten weisenden Flansche
{34) Nuten aufweisen, in die die Oberkanten von
einander gegeniiberliegenden Seitenwénden (12}
eingreifen.

7. Behélter nach einem der vorhergehenden
Anspriiche, dadurch gekennzeichnet, da? beim
Aufsetzen des Deckels (26) der Scharnierbereich
(30) in den Bereich der Ausnehmungen (18) an
den Seitenwanden (12) eingreift und diesen
gegen ein Abheben vom Behalter (10} sichert.

8. Behalter nach Anspruch 7, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dal® Vertiefungen (62) und Ansatze (70)
an den Seitenwanden {12) und dem Deckel vor-
gesehen sind, deren gegenseitiger Eingriff die
Sicherung gegen ein Abheben sichert.

9. Behaélter nach Anspruch 7, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, da? der Scharnierbereich nach unten
weisende Ansétze (102) aufweist, die in Ausngh-
mungen (86) eingreifen und mit dem Deckel (26)
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in bezug auf den Behalter (10) verschiebbar sind
bis die Anséatze (102) unterhalb von Teilen (88}
liegen, die auf der Aullenseite der Seitenwande
vorgesehen sind und die die Sicherung gegen ein
Abheben des Deckels vom Behalter bilden.

10. Behalter nach einem der vorhergehenden
Anspriche, dadurch gekennzeichnet, daf der
Deckel (26) in seinem zentralen Bereich gegen-
Uber den 3uBersten Randkanten (34, 40} vertieft
ist, derart, dal die Vertiefung den Boden eines
gleichartigen Behaiters (10) beim Stapeln von
Behéitern formschliissig aufnimmt.

11. Behdlter nach einem der vorhergehenden
Anspriiche, mit aufgesetztem Deckel, dadurch ge-
kennzeichnet, da® die Deckelteile (32) auf den
Scharnierbereich zu abgeschrégt sind und daf3
der Scharnierbereich {30) im Deckel eine Abiau-
frinne bildet.

Revendications

1. Caisse (10) & couvercle amovible (26), cette
caisse (10) comprenant un fond et une partie
supérieure ouverte constituée par les bords supé-
rieurs de parois latérales (12) disposées verticale-
ment, et par les parois d’extrémité opposées (14)
disposées verticalement; le couvercle {26) étant
constitué par un moulage en matiére plastique
d'une seule piéce et comprenant deux parties de
couvercle reliées I'une a l'autre par une zone de
charniére (30) disposée transversalement par rap-
port aux parois latérales (12) lorsqu’on adapte le
couvercle pour fermer la partie supérieure de la
caisse; une collerette (24) formée sur une paroi
d'extrémité (14) au voisinage du bord supérieur
de celle-ci; des moyens (40, 36) formés sur le
couvercle pour venir s’engager sur la face infé-
rieure de la collerette (14} et se placer sur les
bords supérieurs des parois latérales et des
parcis d'extrémité, le couvercle (26) s’adaptant
sur la caisse (10) et se retirant de celle-ci par un
mouvement de pivotement combiné autour de la
zone de charniére (30) et par un mouvement de
glissement par rapport a la caisse (10) de maniére
a engager et dégager une partie (36) du couvercle
au-dessous de la collerette (24) et des bords
supérieurs; caisse caractérisée en ce que les
bords supérieurs des parois latérales opposées
(12) sont munies d'évidements (18) dans lesquels
viennent se loger et s'adapter les parties de la
zone de charniére (30) situées au voisinage des
parois latérales (12), lorsque le couvercle (26) est
abaissé pour venir s'engager sur les bords supé-
rieurs des parois latérales (12).

2. Caisse selon la revendication 1, caractérisée
en ce que la collerette (24), formée sur la paroi
d’extrémité {14), se trouve a I'intérieur de la caisse
{10), et en ce que la partie du couvercle (26)
s’engageant au-dessous de la collerette (24) com-
prend un rebord (36), tandis qu’un autre rebord
(40) formé sur le couvercle, vient sur le bord supé-
rieur de la paroi d'extrémité (14) portant la colle-
rette (24).

3. Caisse selon la revendication 1, caractérisée
en ce que la collerette (80) formée sur la paroi
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d’extrémité (14) se trouve a I'extérieur de la caisse
(10), et en ce que les moyens prévus sur le
couvercle (26) pour s'engager avec celle-ci, com-
prennent un passage (98) pouvant glisser de
maniére a venir sur le bord supérieur de la paroi
d'extrémité portant la collerette (80), et venir
s'engager au-dessous de la collerette {80).

4. Caisse selon |'une quelconque des reven-
dications précédentes, caractérisée en ce qu'une
collerette (24} est formée sur chaque paroi
d’extrémité (14) au voisinage de I'extrémité supé-
rieure ouverte, et en ce que des moyens (66, 72)
sont prévus sur le couvercle (26) pour venir
s’engager avec la face intérieure de chacune des
collerettes (24), une collerette (24) au moins d'une
paroi d'extrémité {14) venant se placer a |'inté-
rieur de la caisse {10).

5. Caisse selon l‘'une quelconque des reven-
dications précédentes, caractérisée en ce que le
couvercle (26) comporte des rebords dirigés vers
le bas (34) venant sur I'extérieur des bords supé-
rieurs des parois latérales lorsque le couvercle
(26) est abaissé de maniére a fermer I'extrémité
supérieure ouverte de la caisse.

6. Caisse selon la revendication 5, caractérisée
en ce que les rebords dirigés vers le bas (34)
comprennent des passages a l'intérieur desquels
viennent se loger les bords supérieurs des parois
latérales opposées (12).

7. Caisse selon l'une quelconque des reven-
dications précédentes, caractérisée en ce que
lorsqu’on adapte le couvercle (26), la zone de
charniére (30) vient s’engager sur les parois laté-
rales (12) au voisinage des évidements (18}, de
maniére a empécher la zone (30) de se soulever
par rapport a la caisse (10).

8. Caisse selon la revendication 7, caractérisée
en ce que des découpes (62) et des ergots (70)
sont prévus sur les parois latérales (12) et sur le
couvercle, ces éléments venant s’enclencher pour
maintenir le couvercle en place.

9. Caisse selon la revendication 7, caractérisée
en ce que la zone de charniére comprend des
ergots dirigés vers le bas {102), ces ergots venant
se loger dans les évidements (86) et pouvant
glisser avec le couvercle (26) par rapport a la
caisse (10) pour engager les ergots (102} au-
dessous des parties supérieures {88) des parois
latérales, et empécher le couvercie de se soulever
par rapport a 11 caisse (10).

10. Caisse selon ['une quelconque des reven-
dications précédentes, caractérisée en ce qu'une
zone centrale du couvercle (26) est creusée par
rapport @ ses parties marginales de bords laté-
raux (34, 40), cette dépression pouvant recevoir le
fond d’une caisse identique (10) pour assurer une
mise en piace précise lorsqu’on empile une caisse
Sur une autre.

11. Caisse selon |'une quelconque des reven-
dications précédentes, caractérisée en ce que,
lorsque le couvercie est adapié sur la caisse, les
parties de couvercie (32) sont inclinées vers le bas
en direction de la zone de charniére (30), et en ce
gue cefte zone de charniére (30) forme un pas-
sage de drainage du couvercle (26).
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