
Feb. 25, 1958 C. W. QUINLAN 2,824,599 
LOUNGE BOOTH-TYPE SEATS 

Filed June 29, 1956 

INVENTOR. 
CHARLEs W. Quinlan. 
ES S te. 

Attorne Y. 

  



United States Patent Office 2,824,599 
Patented Feb. 25, 1958 

2,824,599 
LOUNGE BOOTEH-TYPE SEATS 

Charles W. Quinlan, Chicago, Ill. 
Application June 29, 1956, Serial No. 594,958 

4 Claims. (Cl. 155-112) 

The invention relates to improvements in lounge booth 
type seats and is particularly concerned with the novel 
construction of such a seat wherein there is provided a 
fold-away table assembly or like service device. 
The structure of the present invention is particularly 

adapted to be incorporated in the back-support portion of 
an upholstered booth-type seat and it includes a service 
table assembly having a frame structure that is pivotally 
mounted in a recess in the back-support portion in such 
manner that it is foldable out of the way when not in use 
and is easily pulled outwardly downwardly into a substan 
tially horizontal position over and spaced above the seat 
portion so as to function as a support for a table top and 
also is slidable on the frame structure so that it may be 
moved forwardly away from the back-support portion and 
thereby be positioned in a place most convenient for use. 

Accordingly, an object of the invention is to provide a 
seat structure of the character above referred to. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a seat 

structure of the character described. 
Still another object is to provide a novel pivotal and 

slidable mounting for a service table top. 
A further object is to provide a novelly constructed 

service table assembly having a novelly mounted table top. 
Another object is to provide a rugged structure of the 

character described, which is not expensive to manufac 
ture and which is very efficient when in use. 
With the foregoing objects in view, and such additional 

objects as will appear as the description proceeds, the in 
vention consists of certain novel features of construction, 
arrangement and combination of parts hereinafter fully 
described, illustrated in the accompanying drawings, and 
particularly pointed out in the appended claims, it being 
understood that various changes in form, proportion, size 
and minor details of the structure may be made without 
departing from the spirit of the invention. 

Referring to the drawings in which the same charac 
ters of reference are employed to identify corresponding 
parts: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of an upholstered booth 
type seat assembly embodying the features of the inven 
tion; 

Fig. 2 is an end elevational view of the seat assembly 
showing the back-support portion partially broken away 
to illustrate the service table assembly and its mounting: 

Fig. 3 is an enlarged fragmentary vertical sectional view 
taken on line 3-3 of Fig. 2; 

Fig. 4 is a perspective view cf the table frame structure; 
and 

Fig. 5 is a perspective view of the table top, viewed 
from the bottom side. 
The structure illustrated in the accompanying drawings 

includes a lounge type seat structure including a seat por 
tion which may be constructed and upholstered in any 
conventional manner and an upholstered back-Support 
portion 2. The back portion includes, medially of the 
seat structure illustrated, a pair of spaced vertical frame 
sections or supports 3 that are contoured substantially to 
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the contour of the transverse section through the back 
portion and which may be integrated in the back portion 
frame in any conventional or practical manner so as to be 
rigid. The frame sections or supports 3 define the vertical 
side walls of a rectangular recess 4 in the front side of the 
back portion, which recess has a top wall 5 and a bottom 
wall 6. The said top and bottom walls, as well as the side 
walls and back wall 7 of said recess, are covered prefer 
ably with the same or harmonizing upholstery material as 
that used to cover the back structure. 
The service table assembly, generally indicated at 8, in 

cludes a frame structure 9 and a table top 6. The frame 
structure 9 comprises a substantially rectangular box-like 
arrangement including parallel side walls 3 and connect 
ing transverse end walls 2 and 23. The end wall 12 is 
set inwardly of the related ends of the side walls so as to 
define tail portions 4 which afford means for mounting 
the frame structure pivotally in the recess 4. 
As best illustrated in Figs. 2 and 3, the frame structure 

9 has its tail portions 14 fitted into the lower end portion 
of the recess 4, between the vertical supports 3. A pivot 
rod 15 is projected through horizontally aligned apertures 
in both tail portions 14 and supports 3 and the projecting 
ends of said rod may receive cotter pins 16 or other means 
for Securing the pivot rod against displacement. The 
frame structure 9 is thus pivotally secured adjacent one 
end to the supports 3 for Swinging movement upwardly 
rearwardly from the usable position illustrated in Figs. 1 
and 2, into a concealed position within the recess 4. The 
frame structure 9 is suitably covered on its sides, bottom 
and front end with upholstery material 37 so that, when 
folded into the recess 4, the recessed back assembly will 
be unbroken except for the presence of the marginal out 
line of the recess which is now fully occupied by the cov 
ered frame structure 9. 

In order to guide swinging movement of the frame 
structure 9 into and to retain it in either of its two posi 
tions there is provided on the tail portions 4 thereof, a 
transverse guide rod 18. This rod is located in vertical 
alignment above the axis of the pivot rod 15, as viewed 
in Fig. 2, and its ends project laterally beyond the out 
side faces of the side walls is so as to protrude through 
arcuate slots 19 provided one in each support 3. These 
slots have their axis on the pivot rod 15. Longitudinal 
displacement of the guide rod 8 is avoided by heading 
one end, as at 26, and providing a nut 22 at its other end. 
Nut displacement may be prevented by a cotter pin 22. 
Washers 23, placed one beneath the head 28 and one be 
neath the nut 2, minimize wear on the opposed surfaces 
of the supports 3 in the area of the slots 29. It should be 
evident that the frame structure 9 may be moved freely 
into either position; the guide rod 18 moving therewith 
from one end of the slots 19 to the other ends thereof, and 
that such swinging movement is limited by abutment of 
the said rod i8 with the ends of the slots. A tab or flap 
24 may be carried on the free end of the frame structure 9 
to facilitate its manual withdrawal from the recess 4. 
The table top 10 on the service table assembly 8 is 

mounted on the upper surface of the frame structure 9 (as 
viewed in Fig. 2) and it is substantially rectangular in 
shape and is of a size to fit freely into the recess 4 when 
the assembly is folded upwardly thereinto. Normally, 
the rearmost edge of the table top 10 abuts the rear end 
wall 2. However, in order to locate the table top in a 
position for convenient usage, it is slidably mounted on 
the frame structure 9 so as to be movable lengthwise out 
wardly away from the back-support portion 2 when it 
is in its horizontal position of use. It is shown in such 
position in Fig. 2. The table top is therefore, provided, 
preferably, with a pair of aligned rings or eyelets 25 on 
its bottom face that are engaged over a rod 26 anchored 
at its ends in the frame end walls E2 and 3. The eye 
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lets have a loose sliding fit on the rod 26 so that when 
the table assembly is swung upwardly from its position 
of use into its concealed position, the table top will slide 
toward the wall i2 by reason of its own weight. There 
is therefore, no possibility of the table top 10 remaining 
projected while the assembly is being moved into con 
cealed position within the recess 4. Obviously, other 
slidable means may be utilized to mount the table top 
18, but the means disclosed is most inexpensive and has 
been found to be very serviceable. 
Although the invention has been illustrated as applied 

to a booth-type seat of a size to accommodate two per 
Sons, cne on each side of the table assembly 8, the inven 
tion may be incorporated in seat structures of any length 
in which event there may be table assemblies provided 
at such intervals as will accommodate two or more per 
Sons between each. 
As other embodiments may be made, which include the 

invention, and as many changes might be made in the 
embodiment above set forth, it is to be understood that 
all matters hereinbefore set forth or shown in the accom 
panying drawings are to be interpreted as illustrative and 
not in a limiting sense. 

Having thus described my invention, what I claim as 
new and desire to secure by Letters Patent is: 

1. In combination with a seat having an upstanding 
covered back frame including a pair of parallel spaced 
Substantially vertical supports defining a recess between 
them, a table assembly mounted on said back frame 
comprising a substantially rectangular shallow frame 
structure including spaced side walls each having a tail 
portion extending beyond one end of the frame structure, 
Said tail portions extending into the recess and being 
pivotally Secured to the supports by common pivot means 
for Swinging movement of the frame structure from a 
position of Substantial concealment within the recess 
into a Substantially horizontal position of use, cooperat 
ing stop means on said tail portions and in the supports 
to limit pivotal movement of the frame structure, a 
table top supported on one face of the frame structure, 
said table top being of such size as to be movable with 
the frame structure into the recess, cocperating means 
on the table top and on the frame structure for securing 
the table top slidably thereto, the means on the table top 
being engageable with the frame structure to limit sliding 
of the table top in one direction, an abutment surface 
on said frame structure engageable by the table top to 
limit its sliding in the other direction, and covering means 
on the other face of the frame structure complemental 
with the back frame covering so as to substantially con 
ceal the frame structure when it is located wholly within 
the recess. 

2. In combination with a seat having an upstanding 
back frame including a pair of parallel spaced substan 
tially vertical supports defining a recess between them, a 
table assembly mounted on said back frame comprising a 
Substantially rectangular frame structure including spaced 
side walls each having a tail portion extending beyond 
one end of the frame structure, said tail portions ex 
tending into the recess, means pivotally securing the tail 
portions to the supports for Swinging movement of the 
frame structure from a substantially vertical position of 
substantial concealment within the recess into a substan 
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tially horizontal position of use, cooperating stop means 
on said tail portions and in the supports to limit pivotal 
movement of the frame structure, a table top supported 
on one face of the frame structure, said table top being of 
such size as to be movable with the frame structure into 
the recess, cooperating means on the table top and on the 
frame structure for securing the table top slidably there 
to, the means on the table top being engageable with the 
frame structure to limit sliding of the table top in one 
direction, and an abutment surface on said frame struc 
ture engageable by one end edge of the table top to limit 
its sliding in the other direction. 

3. In combination with a seat having an upstanding 
back frame including a pair of parallel spaced substan 
tially vertical supports defining a recess between them, 
a table assembly mounted on said back frame comprising 
a Substantially rectangular frame structure including 
spaced side walls and a connecting end wall, said side 
walls each having a tail portion extending beyond said 
end wall, said tail portions extending into the recess, 
means pivotally securing the tail portions to the sup 
ports for swinging movement of the frame structure 
from a substantially vertical position within the recess 
into a substantially horizontal position of use, cooperat 
ing Stop members on said tail portions and on the supports 
to limit pivotal movement of the frame structure, a table 
top mounted on the frame structure, cooperating means 
on the table top and on the frame structure for securing 
the table top slidably thereto, the means on the table 
top being engageable with the frame structure to limit 
sliding of the table top in one direction, and said table 
top being engageable by the said end wall to limit its slid 
ing in the other direction. 

4. In combination with a seat having an upstanding 
back frame including a pair of parallel spaced substan 
tially vertical Supports defining a space between them, 
a table assembly mounted on said back frame comprising 
a substantially rectangular frame structure including 
spaced side walls each having a tail portion extending 
beyond one end of the frame structure, said tail portions 
extending between the vertical supports, means pivotally 
securing the tail portions to the supports for swinging 
movement of the frame structure from a substantially 
vertical position between the supports into a substantially 
horizontal position of use, lateral projections on said tail 
portions and cooperating slots in the supports to limit 
pivotal movement of the frame structure, a table top sup 
ported on one face of the frame structure, cooperating 
means on the table top and on the frame structure for 
securing the table top slidably thereto, the means on the 
table top being engageable with the frame structure to 
limit sliding of the table top in one direction, and an end 
wall on said frame structure engageable by the table 
top to limit its sliding in the other direction. 
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