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[ES PATENT QFFICE.

JOHN R. NORTON, OF CLEAN, NEW YORE, ASSIGNOR TO THE J. G. WILSON CORPORATION,
" OF NORFOLK, VIRGINIA, A CORPORATION OF VIRGINIA.

FOLDING PARTITION.

1,266,980.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Jou~x R. NorToN, &
citizen of the United States, residing at
Olean, in the State of New York, have 1n-
vented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Folding Partitions, of which the
following is a specification.

The present invention relates to folding

or collapsible partitions, and one of the prin-.

cipal objects is to provide a structure of this
kind that can be very compactly stored in
its ioperative relation, and at the same time
is easily operable. ,

A further and important object is to pro-
vide supporting and guiding means for the
sections that will easily and readily operate
without material danger of binding, said
means being very simple and compact.

An embodiment of the invention is illus-
trated in the accompanying drawings,
wherein :— e

Figure 1 is a view in elevation of the par-
tition-in its extended or operative position.

Fig. 2 is a horizontal sectional view there-
through, with the parts folded and indicat-

ing in dotted lines said -parts in different

positions. )

Fig. 3 is a vertical sectional view on an
enlarged scale through one of the sections,
showing the mounting means therefor.

Fig. 4 is a view similar to Fig. 3, but at
right angles thereto. ’

Fig. 5 is a bottom plan view,

Fig. 6 is an enlarged view in elevation of -

the locking means,

Fig. 7 is a vertical sectional view there-
through. : n :

Fig. 8 is a view in elevation with one of
the face plates removed.

Similar reference numerals designate cor-
responding parts in all the figures of the
drawings. : ' .
* In the embodiment illustrated, the open-
ing to be closed by the partition is provided
with a suitable frame 9, the top of said
frame comprising a boxing 10 having an
internal guideway 11, a central slot 12
formed in the bottom of the boxing com-
municating with said guideway. Secured in
the floor directly beneath the guideway, is
a track, consisting of spaced tread portions
13 and a central depressed portion 14, form-
ing a groove between the tread portions 13.

The partition consists of a_plurality of in-
dependent members, two being shown,. and
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each member in turn consists of two panels
or sections 16 and 17 of any desired form
and construction. The two sections 16 and
17 are hinged together, as shown at 18, but
it will be understood that the members com-
posed of these two sections-16 and 17 are
independent of each other, so that each can”
be moved irrespective of the other.

Each section has its own supporting and

. guiding means, and -as these are in each

case the same, but one need be described.
A socket 19 is formed in the lower end. of
the section at its center, said socket having
its lower portion counterbored, as shown at
20. In this socket is fitted a casing 21 hav-
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ing an enlarged lower portion, forming a

bearing shoulder 22. The lower end of the
casing is provided with a suitable flange 23,
through which holding screws 24 pass.
Journaled in this case, 1s an upright pintle
25 having an enlarged lower portion form-
ing a bearing shoulder 26 that coacts with
the shoulder 22, a ball bearing 27 being
preferably interposed between the two shoul-
ders. The lower end of the pintle is fur-
thermore bifurcated to form depending ears
27 connected by a cross pin 28, on which is
journaled a roller or wheel 29. This roller

'1s provided with spaced bearing or tread

portions 30 that operate on the tread por-
tions 13 of the lower track, and a peripheral

flange 31, located between the bearing por-

tions 30, operates in the groove 14 of said
track. It will thus be seen that an extended
roller support is produced, while a guide is
also provided that effectually prevents the
lateral displacement of the section. =
For the purpose of directing the upper
ends of these sections, each has an upright
stem 82 secured thereto and disposed in axial
alinement with the lower mounting. This
stem is preferably carried by a base plate 33

‘seated in a recess formed in the upper edge

of the section and held in place by fasteners
84, The stem projects through the slot 12
and into the guideway 11. On this stem is
journaled a roller 85 that is located in the
slot. Supported by said roller and operat-
ing in the guideway 11 is a larger roller 36.
This mounting constitutes an effective sup-
port and guide for the upper end of each

. section.
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~ As before stated, the two members of the '

artition are independent of each other,and
it will be evident that each can be operated
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vseparately‘ from the c}ther' so that the par-

tition can be more readily moved to and.

from ‘an operative position as it does not
require the simultanecus operation of the
entire structure. In the embodiment dis-
closed, the two ‘sections 17 of these mem-
bers are adapted to be placed in alined re-
lation  with their adjacent edges meeting,

and -the adjacent portions thereof are cut -

away to produce a doorway 37 formed par-
tially in each section. Double swinging

doors 38 are carried respectively by the two .

sections 17 and provide means for closing
this doorway. It will be seen that the por-

tion cut out of each. section 17 for the pur- -
- pose of producing the doorway is less than

one-half the width of the.section, so as to
provide for the lower bearings or mountings.

In order to hold the members in their
alined relation, upright locking bolts 89 are
employed, and are mounted in the non-adja-
cent sections 16 of the members contiguous
to the hinge connections between said sec-
tions 16 and the sections 17. These bolts are
vertically slidable in the sections and their
lower ends are adapted to be moved into and
out, of the groove 14 of the lower track 13,
as will be evident by reference to Fig. 7.
The upper ends of the bolts are provided
with heads 40 having bearing yokes 41 with-
in which aré located operating cams 42 car-
ried by shafts 43 that are journaled in suit-
able face plates 44 secured to the sections
and having recessed seats 48. - Upon the
ends of the shafts 43 are pivoted suitable ac-
tuating devices, shown in the form of rings

. 49 that are arranged to lie in the recesses 48

40

flush with the faces of the sections. Pref-
erably the recesses, as illustrated in Fig. 6,
are so arranged that the walls thereof con-

-stitute stops for the rings 49 to limit the ro-

- tation of the shafts 48 when the bolt has
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been engaged in.the groove of the track or
elevated therefrom. ' i
It will be evident that the structure dis-
closed is relatively simple; that it may be
easily operated, as but one member need

" be moved at a time. The parts moreover are.

compact, so that no undesirable spaces are
left around the partition when in its extend-
ed position, and when folded, the sections
will be flat against each other.

From the foregoing, it is thought that the
construction, operation and many advan-

1,266,980

tagés of the herein described invention- will

be apparent to those skilled in the art, with-

out further description, and it will be un-

derstood that various changes in the size,

shape, proportion and minor details of con-
struction may be resorted to without depart-
ing from the spirit or, sacrificing any of the
advantages of the invention.
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Having thus fully described my inven-

cure by Letters Patent, is:— ~

1. In astructure of the character set forth,
the combination with upper and lower
guides, of a collapsible partition operating
between the guides and comprising separate
members foldable away from each other,

tion, what I claim as new, and desire to se-

65.
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each member consisting of hingedly connect-

ed sections, the sections at the free ends of
the members being pivotally and slidably
mounted on the guides and arranged to be
placed edge to edge in meeting relation, a
doorway formed partly in each of the two
meeting sections of the members and of less
extent than the same, and a holding device
carried by one of the sections of each mem-
ber and disposed adjacent to the hinged
connection between the sections of such mem-
ber and at one side of the doorway for hold-
ing the sections against pivotal movement.

- 2. In a structure of the character set

“forth, the combination with upper and lower
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guides, of a collapsible partition operatingbe-

tween the guides and comprising separate:

members foldable away from each other, each .

member consisting of hingedly connected sec-
tions, the sections at the free ends of the mem-
bers being pivotally and slidably mounted at
their upper and lower ends on the guides
and arranged to be placed edge to edge in
meeting relation, a doorway formed partly

.in each of the two meeting sections of the

members, said doorway having its upright
sides between the pivotal mountings of said
sections and of less width and height than

_the same, and holding devices carried by the

sections next to those having the doorway,
said devices engaging the guides for hold-
ing the sections against pivotal movement.

In testimony whereof, I affix my signa-
ture in the presence of two witnesses.

: JOHN R. NORTON.

- Witnesses: -
BerNarp NATHAN, |
R. B. Emmons,
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