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6 Claims.

My present invention relates genetrally to nov-
elty jéwelry, and has particular teference -to an
‘jmproved’ diess ornament, :

: The main object of my invention is to pr0v1de

5 an improved ornamental device of the character

which' consists of at least one clip, usable inde-

pendently ~as- an:‘ornament; ahd a ¢onnecior

adapted to be removably associated with the clip

‘so' g8 to ‘transform the latter into a brooch
10 -element.

‘In.a preferred embodiment,; two identical clips

- are-provided, each of which is independently

usable; and the conhector is adapted to be re-

“. " mnovably-@ssociated with the clips so as to hold

15 -the latter together in back-to-back relation and
thereby form a composite brooch.

In accordance with my invention, the . con-
nector- is” of novel and improved structural char-
deter, having a shallow U-shaped cross-section;

o ard:the clip has a pivoted attachment jaw which
i§-adapted to be snugly movable, in an endwise
manter, -betwéeh the atrms of the U.

The features of my present improved construc-

.. tion-lead to the creation of a:-device which: is

U5 extremely compact, inexpensive to manufacture,
ubusually s1mp1e to use, and workmanlike : and
attractive in appearance. ’

T achiéve the foregoing objects, and such other
objects dg may hereinafter appear or be pointed

‘4 out, in the manner illustratively exemplified in
the accompahyihg drawing, wherein—

Figure:1 i5 an exploded rear view of a device
constructed in accordance with the present in-
vention; one clip being shown in association with

45 a''conrthector; the -other clip being shown sep-
grated theréfrom; -

‘. TMgure2'is & cross- -sectional view taker- sub-
stantially along the line 2--2 of Figure 1;
- Figure 3 is an ‘enlarged cross-sectional view
‘"40 taken substantially along the line 3—3 .of Fig-
ure 2;

Flgure 4isa fragmentary enlarged perspective

view of the rear end of ‘the attachment jaw; and
L Figure 5 is a bottom view of the connector by
"5 itself. ‘ ‘

Referring first to Figures 3 and 5,'my inven-
tion: comprises a connector which is preferably
composed of an integral blank of sheet metal or
the like, bent to embody a U-shaped cross-sec-
tion. The body portion 10 of the connector is
substantially flat and may have the openings !
and’ [2 cut into it for the purpose of reducing
its weight. ' Along its longitudinal edges the body
portion {0 merges with the U arms or flanges
5 {3 and {4 shown most clearly in Figure 3. The
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U arm 14 is preferably shorter in length than the
arm 3. Attached to the latter arm or flange
is the brooch pin 15 which may be hinged or
pivoted at one end, as shown at (6, and which
preferably engageés within a guard or keeper 1
at the other end. The entire pin {5 and its
associated parts has a total depth no greater
than the depth of the connector as. a whole.

Tior. purposes “presently to. be :described in
grea'oer detail, the body portion 10 is ‘provided
with the oppositely disposed, hooked projections
{8 and 19, with the struck-up abutment walls 20 .
and 21, with the longitudinal slots 22 and 283,
‘and with the struck-up ribs 24 and 25.

The abutments 20 and 21 are arranged at the
midportion of the connector and extend in a
directiont transverse to the- longitudinal axis of
the connector.

The  slots 22 and 23 are longitudinal, 1ying
adjacent to the flanges 13 and 14, and each slot
22 is aligned with one of the slots 23.

The' ribs 24 and 25 are struck-up from the
U arms 13 and 14, respectively, and -are parallel
to ahd ‘spagced from the body portion 10.of the
connector: These ribs aré arranged at the mid-
portion of the connector, i. €., adjacent to the
-abutments 20 and 21, and serve to define longi-
tudinal guiding channels designated in Figure 3
by the reference numerals 26 and 27, respec-
tively.

In the- illustrated embodiment I have shown
two identical clips, and the same reference nu-
mersls are applied to the corresponding parts in

each’ clip. 'The construction of each clip is most-

clearly illustrated at the right of Figures 1 and 2,
and in Pigure 4.

A main ornamental portion 28 is preferably
provided with the flattened end edge 29.: The
element 28 may be of any desired contour, of
any desired material, and forms no essential part
of the present invention. Only the rear face of
the portion 28 ig'shown in Figure 1, and this face
may be substantially plane. In Figures 2 and 3
the outer face of each clip is also shown plane,
but it will be understood that any desired cor-
figuration or contour, or other ornamentation,
such as filigree, settings. for -jewels, etc., may be
resorted to.

Of primary importance is the fact that the
clement 28 carries on its rear face a pivoted
attachment jaw 30, which is preferably formed
of an integral blank of sheet metal, having the
oppositely projecting journal portions 31 and 32
at its rear end. These journal portions are
mounted in spaced, upstanding ears 33 which
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serve as bearings, these ears being formed on a
base plate 34 which is permanently secured to
the element 28 in any suitable or desired manner.
I have illustratively shown the portions 35 of
this base plate struck out in the form of prongs
and embedded or otherwise secured to the ele-
ment 28.

Braced between the ears 33 I prefer to provide
the leaf spring 35 which is normally arched, as
shown in Figure 4, and bears against the rear
edge of the jaw 30, thereby normally urging the
jaw into the collapsed condition of Figures 1
and 2,

The forward or free portion of the jaw is pref-
erably provided with the prongs 371 which not
only serve to maintain the jaw in normally spaced
relation from the element 28, but also serve as
gripping members when the clip is independently
used as a dress ornament or the like,

This independent use of the clip is well-known
per se, and need not be elaborated upon. Its use
involves a pivotal movement of the jaw 30 against
the action of the spring 38, whereby the orna-
ment may be clipped or clamped to the edge of
a dress or wherever the ornament is to be used.

Of primary importance, so far as the present

improvements are concerned, is the fact that
the jaw 306 is provided with an opening 38 in its
rear portion, i. e, the portion nearer the pivot
axis.
. The jaw is preferably rounded at its rear lat-
eral sides, as indicated by the reference numeral
38, and the width of the jaw at this point is
preferably substantially the same as the width
at the journal portions 31 and 32. )

Assuming that the clip is to be associated with
the connector for the purpose of transforming
the clip into a brooch element, the jaw 30 is first
applied to the connector in a manner which po-
sitions the corresponding hooked projection 18
within the opening 38. The distance between the
U arms I8 and {4 of the connector is purposely
substantially the same as the width of the jaw
30 at the region 39. Accordingly, the jaw may

be moved bodily in an endwise manner with re- )

spect to the connector. During this movement,
the ears 33 engage within the corresponding slots
23, and the movement of the clip is ultimately
limited by the abutment 20. During the latter
portion of the movement, the journal portions 31
and 32 are snugly accommodated and guided in
the guide channels 26 and 27: and when the
clip is finally in its fully inserted position rela-
tive to the connector, the hook 18 engages be-
neath the end wall 48 of the opening 38.

The removal of the clip from the connector
is equally simple. A longitudinal pulling force
is exerted upon the clip, relative to the connector,
and this causes the jaw to move in an endwise
manner out of engagement with the connector.
The hook I8 immediately releases itself from be-
neath the wall 48, and the clip is thereupon com-
pletely separated from the connector.

The opposing clip is applied to the connector
in the same manner, except that it is moveq end-
wise from the opposite side of the connector.
When fully inserted, the ears 33 accommodate
themselves within the slots 22, and the insertion
movement is ultimately limited by the abutment
21. When fully inserted, as shown in Figures 1
and 2, the hook 198 engages beneath the end wall
of the opening 38,

The present structure is characterized by its
extreme simplicity and by the ease with which
the clip or clips may be associated with or sep-
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arated from the connector. Purthermore, the
device as a whele, when fully assembled and
serving as a composite brooch, is extremely thin
and compact, with no projecting parts or bulki-
ness.

When the elements are separated, the clips re-
quire no further adjustment or manipulation to
render them immediately utilizable as independ-
ent clip ornaments; and the connector, by it-
self, as shown in Figure 5, is a compact, unitary
element which may be conveniently laid aside
until it is again needed.

In general, it will be understood that changes
in the details, herein described and illustrated for
the purpose of explaining the nature of my in-
vention, may be made by those skilled in the art
without departing from the spirit and scope of
the invention as expressed in the appended
claims. It is, therefore, intended that these de-
tails be interpreted as illustrative and not in a
limiting sense.

Having thus described my invention, and il-
lustrated its use, what I claim as new and desire
to secure by Letters Patent is—

1. In a dress ornament of the character de-
scribed, a clip usable independently and com-
prising a pivoted attachment jaw, and a con-
nector adapted to be removably associated with
the clip. to transform the latter into a brooch
element, said connector having a shallow U-
shaped cross-section and said jaw being snugly
movable endwise between the arms of the U,
said connector having an abutment to limit the
endwise moverient of the jaw and having also
longitudinal guide channels adjacent to said abut-
ment for snugly accommodating and engaging
the rear portion of the jaw when fully inserted.

2. In a dress ormament, the combination set
forth in claim 1, said jaw having an opening in
its rear portion, and said connector having a
hooked projection adapted to engage beneath
the end wall of said opening when the jaw is
fully inserted.

3. In a dress ornament, the combination set
forth in claim 1, said clip including upstanding
ears serving as pivot bearings for said jaw, and
said connector having elongated slots for accom-
modating said ears when the jaw is moved end-
wise into and out of fully inserted position rela-
tive to the connector,

4. In a dress ornament of the character de-
scribed, a clip usable independently and com-
brising a pivoted attachment jaw, said jaw hav-
ing oppositely projecting journals at its rear end,
and a connector adapted to be removably asso-
ciated with the clip to transform the latter into
& brooch element, said connector having a shal-
low U-shaped cross-section and said jaw being
snugly movable endwise between the arms of the
U, said connector having longitudinial guide
channels for snugly accommodating and guiding
said journals during the endwise movement of
the clip into and out of fully inserted position
relative to the connector.

5. In a dress ornament of the character de-
scribed, a clip usable independently and compris-
ing a pivoted attachment jaw, said jaw having
oppositely projecting journals at its rear end,
and a connector adapted to be removably asso-
ciated with the clip to transform the latter into
a brooch element, said connector having a shal-
low U-shaped cross-section and said jaw being
snugly movable endwise between the arms of the
U, said connector having longitudinal guide
channels for snugly accommodating and guiding
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said journals during the endwise movement of

““the clip into and. out of fully inserted position

10

relative to the connector, said guide channels
being formed in the arms of the U by struck-up
ribs paraliel to and spaced from the base of
the U. :

6. A dress ornament of ‘the character -de-
scribed, comprising a pair of ddentical clips
usable independently, each having a pivoted at-
tachment jaw with oppositely projecting jour-
nals at its rear end, and a connector adapted to
be removably: associated with said clips to hold
the latter together in back-to-back relation and

3

thereby form a composite brooch, said connector
having - a shallow U-shaped cross-section -and
said jaws being snugly movable endwise between
the arms of - the U, said connector having an
abutment at its center to limit the endwise move-
ments of the jaws toward each other, said con-
nector also having longitudinal guide channels
adjacent to said abutment for snugly accom-
moedating and guiding said journals during the

endwise movements of the clips into and out of 10

fully inserted positions relative to the connector.

HARRY SHEER.




