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The principal object of my invention is to pro 
wide a handy tabbing cradle for successfully hold 
ing sheet material during the tabbing operation 
that is easily and quickly adjustable for accom 
modating sheets of various lengths and widths. 
A further object of this invention is to provide 

an apparatus for holding sheets for tabbing pur 
poses that is economical in manufacture, com 
pact, and durable in use. 
A still further object of my invention is to pro 

wide a single unit machine that Will handle all 
reasonable jobs of tabbing in an establishment, 
thereby eliminating the necessity of owning and 
operating a plurality of tabbing cradles for var 
ious tabbing jobs. 
A still further object of this invention is to 

provide an adjustable tabbing cradle that will 
simultaneously successfully Support and hold a 
plurality of stacks of sheets of different sizes. 
These and other objects will be apparent to 

those skilled in the art. 
My invention consistS in the construction, ar 

rangement and combination of the various parts 
of the device, whereby the objects.contemplated 
are attained as hereinafter more fully set forth, 
pointed out in my claims and illustrated in the 
accompanying drawings, in which: 

Fig. 1 is a front view of my complete device 
holding both horizontally and vertically arranged 
sheets for tabbing. 

Fig. 2 is a top plan view of my adjustable tab 
bing Cradle. 

Fig. 3 is a top plan view of one of the Supporting 
shelf elements of my device. 

Fig. 4 is a top plan view of another supporting 
shelf used in my device. 

Fig. 5 is an enlarged end Sectional View of my 
device With one of the shelf elements removed 
and taken on the line 5-5 of Fig. i. 

Fig. 6 is an enlarged sectional view of a portion 
of the lower frame of my device, showing the 
means for holding the adjustable bar member in 
place. 

Fig. 7 is an enlarged perspective view of a por 
tion of one of the ends of the device showing the 
shelf engaging channels or grooves. 
The most common method of tabbing is to lay 

the sheets of paper or like on a Supporting Sur 
face, manually align them, place a Weight on 
them to partially successfully hold them and then 
perform the tabbing operation which usually 
consists in the gluing, sewing, or otherwise at 
taching one of the side edges of the stack to 
gether to produce a book. 
Obviously, such a method of holding a sheaf 

(C. 11-1) 
of sheet elements in Successful alignment during 
the tabbing process is impossible. Also, only 
Small stacks of sheet elements can be glued or 
fastened together and much time and effort is 
necessary to accomplish any results at all. I 
have overcome such objections by providing a 
universally adjustable tabbing cradle which not 
only successfully holds the sheet elements dur 
ing the tabbing process but properly compresses 
then into a compact Stack and aids in the proper 
alignment of the sheet elements wheri they are 
placed in the apparatus. 

Referring to the drawings, I have used the 
numeral 9 to designate the frame housing of my 
device having its front and back open and a 
central longitudinal opening in its top, as 
shown in Fig. 2. The numeral 2 designates a 
plurality of horizontal grooves on the inner side 
of each of the two ends of the frame housing. 
These grooves are designed to selectively engage 
and Support supporting shelf members. Various 
widths of supporting shelf members may be used 
and in Fig. 3 I show a comparatively narrow 
shelf member which I have designated by the 
numeral 3, and in Fig. 4 I show a comparatively 
large supporting shelf element which I have des 
ignated by the numeral 4. These shelves 4 
have limiting lugs 5 on their two forward cor 
ners. If comparatively wide sheets are to be 
tabbed, they may be supported on one shelf 
member 3 and one shelf member 4, as such 
sheets Will easily bridge the space between the 
shelf 3 and the shelf 4 when the same are 
arranged as shown in Fig. 2. 
The shelf 4 is limited in its sliding movement 

into the housing frame by the lugs 5 engaging 
the front marginal edges of the two sides of the 
frame housing. By using one narrow and one 
wide supporting shelf in any one horizontal 
plane, the space between these two shelf mem 
bers permit the forward and rearward movement 
of the back board 6 without changing the num 
ber or size of the supporting shelves. Obviously, 
the back board 6 may be moved forwardly until 
the narrow supporting shelf f3 engages the rear 
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marginal edge of the shelf f4. When the mov 
able backboard 6 is in a rearward position as 
shown in Fig. 2, the narrow supporting shelf 3 
may be manually moved rearwardly to a position 
adjacent to it. Any method may be used for ad 
justably holding the backboard 6. In the draw 
ings, I show a horizontal plate f7 secured to the 
bottom of the vertical backing board 6 and rest 
ing on the inside bottom of the frame housing. 
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The numeral t8 designates a rod secured to SS 
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2 
the frame housing O and extending below the 
plate 7 and transversely of the back board. 
The numeral 9 designates a bearing member 
rigidly secured to the bottom of the plate 7 
and extending downwardly through a slot 20 in 
the bottom of the frame housing. This slot 
opening 20 is transversely arranged relative to 
the frame housing and communicates with the 
rod 8. The bearing member 9 loosely em 
braces the rod 8 as shown in the drawings. The 
numeral 2 indicates a thumb screw threaded 
into the bearing member 9 and capable when 
tightened of engaging the fixed rod 8 and rig 
idly holding the back board in the desired posi 
tion. 
When it is desired to move the back board for 

wardly or rearwardly, it is merely necessary to 
loosen the thumb screw 2 and slide the back 
board to the desired position after which the 
thumb screw 2 is tightened. 
The numeral 22 designates a detachable bar 

member which normally forms a part of and 
completes the right end portion of the frame 
housing. This bar, which normally is a part of 
the right end of the frame housing has grooves 
2 corresponding with the grooves in the right 
end of the frame housing. The numeral 23 des 
ignates rectangular slot openings in the top front 
portion of the frame housing. The numeral 24 
indicates diametrically opposed rectangular slot 
openings in the bottom front portion of the hous 
ing 0. The bar 22 is capable of selectively en 
gaging any vertical pair of these rectangular slot 
openings by having its upper end extending 
through one of the slot openings 23 and its low 
er end extending through one of the slot open 
ings 24. A stop lug 25 is rigidly secured to and 
near the lower end of the bar 22 for limiting its 
downward movement through one of the slot 
openings 24. The bar 22, is of such length that 
When it is stopped in its downward movement 
by the member 25, its upper end will be en 
gaging one of the slot openings 23 and its lower 
end will be engaging one of the slot openings 24. 
When the bar 22 is engaging the extreme right 
slot 23 and the extreme right slot 24, the bar 
22 will be parallel with and form a part of the 
right end of the frame housing. When it is de 
sired to move the bar 22 to the left, it is merely 
necessary to raise it upwardly until its lower end 
clears its holding slot 24, at which time the 
bar may be canted and removed from its hold 
ing slot 23, after which it is placed in the de 
sired slot openings 23 and 24 to the left of its 
original holding slot openings 23 and 24. 
Such a new position for the bar 22 is shown by 

dotted lines in Fig. 1. The numeral 26 desig 
nates a plurality of rods transversely threaded 
through the bar 22 and in spaced relationships 
relative to each other as shown in Fig. 1. Each 
of these threaded rods has a swivel head 27 on 
its inner ends and a crank handle 28 on its 
other end. These threaded rods 26 may be ar 
ranged in any Suitable positions but at least one 
should be placed above each groove 2 and one 
above the botton of the frame housing. The 
numeral 29 indicates horizontal rods threaded 
through the front upper portion of the frame 
housing. These threaded rods 29 are similar to 
the rods 26 and have a SWivel head 30 on their 
lower ends and a crank arm 3 on their upper 
ends. 
The numeral 32 indicates a stack of sheet mem 

bers horizontally positioned and resting on the 
shelves in the upper grooves 2 in the two end 
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portions of the frame housing. These sheet 
members are supported by these shelves and are 
properly aligned by engaging the left end of the 
frame housing and the back board 6. By man 
ually screwing the two left rods 29 downwardly 
Onto and in engagement With this stack of sheet 
members, the sheet members will be compressed 
and tightly held for tabbing. The numeral 33 
designates a sheaf of sheet members supported 
in vertical positions on One of the shelves. These 
vertical sheet members are held in alignment by 
engagement with the supporting shelf, the left 
end of the frame housing and the back board 6. 
By tightening the adjacent threaded rod 26 

as shown in Fig. 1, onto this group of vertical 
sheet members, the sheet members will be con 
pressed and tightly held for tabbing. Any lesser 
amount of vertical sheet members may be as easily 
and successfully compressed by moving the bar 22 
to the left as herebefore explained in order to bring 
the swivel head of the adjacent screw rod into 
operative position onto one end of the stack of 
Sheets. If a much greater amount of horizontal 
sheets are to be tabbed than that shown in 
Fig. 1, the upper shelf or shelves may be re 
noved to provide more room. In some instances, 
it may be desirable to tab sheet members of 
various Widths in One Stack and When this is 
the case, the back board 6 may or may not be 
moved completely out of contact with the stack. 
After the tabbing operation the rods 26 or 29 as 
the case may be, are manually rotated to the 
left in order to Withdraw their operative en 
gagement with the stacks of sheet members. 
My frame housing may be held in any posi 

tion but I recommend a frame 34 for supporting 
the frame housing in Such manner that the left 
end of the frame housing is lower than the right 
end of the frame housing as shown in Fig. 1. 
By this arrangement the stack of sheet members 
will tend to automatically align itself on the 
left end of the frame housing by grabbing. Any 
number of grooves 2 may be employed to ac 
commodate any number of shelf elements. These 
shelf elements when in place either perform 
the Service of a supporting shelf or a partition 
in the housing for the creation of various com 
partments in the frame housing. By this con 
struction, several different sheafs of paper or 
like may be simultaneously tabbed. 
Some changes may be made in the construc 

tion and arrangement of my improved adjust 
able tabbing cradle Without departing from the 
real spirit and purpose of my invention, and it is 
my intention to cover by my claims any modi 
fied forms of structure or use of mechanical 
equivalents which may be reasonably included 
Within their Scope. 
I claim: 
1. In a tabbing device, a housing having its 

front and rear open, a plurality of shelf parti 
tions, a means for supporting said shelf parti 
tions in said housing, a back board slidably 
mounted in said housing, a means for securing 
Said back board in various positions of its move 
ment, a bar secured to said housing, compressing 
means on said bar, and compressing means car 
ried by the upper portion of said housing. 

2. In a tabbing device, a housing having its 
front and rear open, a plurality of shelf parti 
tions, a means for Supporting said shelf parti 
tions in said housing, a back board slidably 
mounted in said housing and capable of move 
ment transversely of the longitudinal axis of 
said housing, a bar secured to said housing, 
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compressing means on said bar, and compressing 
means carried by the upper portion of said 
housing. 

3. In a tabbing device, a housing having its 
front and back portion open, grooves in the 
ends of said housing, a shelf partition having a 
relatively narrow width slidably engaging said 
grooves, a Second shelf partition having a com 
paratively wide width slidably engaging said 
grooves, a back member mounted in said hous 
ing for sliding movement transversely of the 
longitudinal axis of said housing, and compress 
ing means carried by Said housing. 

4. In a tabbing device, a housing having its 
front and rear opening. a plurality of shelf par 
titions, a means for Supporting said shelf parti 
tions in said housing, a back board slidably 
mounted in said housing, a means for securing 
said back board in various positions of its move 
ment, and compressing means carried by said 
housing. 

5. In a tabbing device, a housing having its 

3 
front and rear open, a plurality of shelf parti 
tions, a means for supporting said shelf parti 
tions in said housing, a back board slidably 
mounted in said housing and capable of move 
ment transversely of the longitudinal axis of 
said housing, a bar adjustably Secured to said 
housing, compressing means on said bar, and 
compressing means carried by the upper portion 
of said housing. 

6. In a tabbing device, a housing having its 
front and rear opening and having a plurality 
of slot openings in its top and bottom por 
tions, a back board slidably mounted in said 
housing and capable of movement transversely 
of the longitudinal axis of said housing, a bar 
capable of selectively engaging any one of Said 
slot openings in the top portion of said hous 
ing and any one of said slot openings in the bot 
tom portion of said housing, and a compressing 
means carried by said bar. 
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