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. 1/

This invention relates to golf clubs- and has
reference more particularly to improvements in
the hand grip portion of the club shaft; it being
the principal object of the invention to' provide
a novel double grip comprising both a right hand

and a left hand portion, each of which accom- -

modates the hand that is applied thereto as a
guide and stabilizer for the fingers and thumb
whereby a proper position of the club head is
insured and g more effective driving force may be
applied thereto:

Furthermore; it is an object of this invention
to provide a double grip-of the character and’ for
the purposes: above stated; that permits-a sub-
stantial variance in the posmon of placement of
the hands along the gripping portion of the- shaft
as might be required for making different shots
or to best suit. the individual using the club.

‘Another object of the invention: is to provide
a. double grip that will assist beginners at the
game of golf in learning the proper- grip- that is
best suited for practically all shots; and which
will insure, or at least aid, in ebtaining proper
direction without slicing or hoekihg the drive.

Furthermore, it may be added as explanatory
to the invention-that most beginners cannot un-
derstand. why- the hands sheuld- be:.applied to
the grip portion of the handle in the manner
taught by most professional instructors, and most
players have difficulty even after years of exper-
ience, in stabilizing the grip as one hand tends to
over power the other in the swing, thus changing
the angle of the striking surface upon its retum
to the -ball.

More specifically. stated, the present mventlon
" resides in the provision- of a double grip for golf
clubs, comprising two ribs or ridges that are
applied to opposite sides of the- handle portion
of'the shaft, lengthwise thereof and in such relag-
tive posmon with reference to the longitudinal
direction of the club and to its circumference as
to accommodate. the natural positions of the two
hands when applied to the club in a normal man-
ner for the intended use of the club: the upper
of said ribs being so located as to be g guide for
establishing a place of junction of the thumb and
forefinger of the left hand as applied about the
shaft and-to serve as a stabilizer for the other

fingers of the hand, while the lower rib likewise-

serves as a guide for establishing a place of junc-
tion of the thumb and forefinger of the right hand
and a stabilizer for the other fingers of that hand
and serves also as a guiding gauge for both thumbs
when putting or making approach shots.

The above. stated, and various. other objects
notstated herein are to.he found in the character
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of the ribs, thelr position on the club shaft rela-
tive to: the position of the club-Head: and in: thieir:
relationship-to each other:

In accomplishing these and other chjects of the-
invention; I have- provided the improved' detailg
of construction; the-preferred forms- of which-are:
illustrated in the accompanying- d'ra\mnas where-
ine—

Fig:, I is'a- perspective-view:of: a-golf<cluly having
a-double hand: grip-embodied: by. tlie -present: ifi-

- vention, showing the relationship: 6ff the: ribs- to

each other and: their relationsliip en- the: shaft
to the-position-of the face-of the club Head:

Fig. 2715 & side-view- of’ the Handle o grip: por-
tion of the shaft, as: seen- from: the Jeft s;de im
Fig. 1.

Fig: 3 is g cross: secmon o litve: 3—3: in: Fig. ls

Pig: 4-is g cross:section-on:line 44 in P L

Fig. 5 is a view illustrating the application’ ef
the:left Hand to-the.grip:.

Pig. 6 shows: both: hands s apphed te:the: crchs
of the club.

Fig. 7 is.a eross:sectionion hna ’:’—!-—1 in Bigi k..

- Referring more in: detail to. the: dra‘wmgs‘—-u

I: designates: the: shaft: portier: of a’ gelf: cliky
embodying. the: present. invension. - 'This may: be
made:of any.suitable material;: for: examole: wooe
or metal, and:to the: lower end:of: which:is o Bxsd
a head.2, havingr a flat:ball; engaging: surface: 3
In: the- present showing; the head is thet of @
driver, but could:be that. of-any otherof the el
The- shaft b is: formed: abi its: upper: end. witl: &
somewhat: bell-shaped’ flange: 4 amd: is: slightly
tapered from the:flange 4:dowr towazd the head,

The upper portion of the shaft preferahlyy is
spirally wrapped with-a strip:5.0f leather ar other
suitable material to give it.a betier srioping sup-
face. At gli points. along: its length; the shath
Is. round:in eress:section. as has, been: shown: irs
Figs. 3 and 4.

The featurs of.. thls invenbien, residas: in the
hand. grips. that: are formed: by the: application:
of: ribs:to the shaft: as: the guidineand stabilizing:
means: hevetofore: mentioned; these: nibs being:
applied . to; the: upper. end. portien: of the shagt
prior: to:the application: of the: wrapping: strip: 5
thereto.. If it is desired to apply the grip:tp clubs:
already: i use, it is- only required: that the strips
be removed; the ribs applied angd the strip-rewound:
ahd secured; o

In Pigs. L and: 2, 8 designates: the- uppermast,
rib, which is to be the guide in normal use of.a;
club: for: right-handed: players; for: the-left hand.
This: riky is substantially: semd-cirentar: in: eross;
section and.is: applied.to:the shaft.in:its:length--
wise:direction; and it extends from: adiacent.the-
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end flange 4 to about six inches below the flange,
and it is located at that side of the shaft which
is opposite the face 3 of the club head 2,

At the opposite side of the shaft is fixed a
second rib 12 that is like the rib already described
and so located on the shaft that its upper end is
located just slightly above the lower end of the
first rib, and extends down through the gripping
portion of the shaft.

Both ribs are securely fixed to the shaft by
glue, or otherwise, and then the wrapping strip is
applied thereover as has been illustrated. The
width and thickness of each rib as applied to the
shaft would be substantially equal to one of the
halves of a lead pencil, and the wrapping would
be drawn tightly thereover, as seen in Figs. 3
and 4. : :

It is to be understood that the size, length of
the ribs and their relative positions on the shaft
may be varied within reasonable limits to suit
any individual desire, but should be substantially
opposite each other as has been illustrated in
Fig. 4. :

Assuming that the club shaft has been thus
equipped with the two ribs, the grasping of the
club by the hands would be as follows: first, with
the head of the club on the ground, the upper
end of the shaft is grasped by the left hand, as
seen in Fig. 5 by placing the hand palm down-
ward on the topside of the grip. The outer end
of the thumb is then placed against the near
side surface of the upper rib. The forefinger is
wrapped under the shaft and against or across
the rib just above and against the end of the
thumb. The other fingers of this hand, which
underlie the shaft, are likewise applied across or
against the rib in natural position for stabiliza-
.tion thereby in the use of the club.

Then, with the left hand so placed, as seen in
Fig. 5, the right hand is applied to the grip as
has been illustrated in Fig. 6 and this is done by
so locating the hand that the palm will approXi-
mately overlie the index finger and thumb of the
left hand, while the thumb of the right hand
will extend downwardly and across the shaft to
bear against the rib 12. The forefinger of this
hand extends beneath the shaft and is wrapped
around the grip in a manner to cross the rib 12
about at the joint of the thumb, and the other
fingers are applied across or against the rib as
they naturally fall. This grip, of course, may
be varied to suit the individual, by moving up or
down the shaft within the longitudinal limits
of the rib 12,

Tn the making of a golf club for use by a left-
handed person, the position of the ribs on the
shaft would be reversed, but the gripping would
be in & like manner except that’ the right hand
would normally be uppermost.
© In addition to the application of the ribs 18
and |2 to the shaft, as has heretofore been ex-
plained, I have found it advantageous also to
flatten a portion of the shaft, just below the end
flange 4 as a bearing surface for the heel of the
left hand. Such a flat surface is designated at
20 in Fig, 7, and the heel portion of the left
hand -as applied. thereagainst is designated in
dotted lines. This provision of a flat bearing
surface gives additional stability and better bear-
ing for application of pressure against the club
end,

The advantages of the double grip-as provided
by this particular application of ribs are that the
correct position for each hand is readily deter-
mined both with respect to each other and with
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reference to the position of the club head. Also,
the grip may be shifted lengthwise of the shaft
to a limiteq extent without losing the advantage
afforded by the ribs,

The ribs so position the hands relative to the
shaft and striking surface of the club head as to
insure a uniform grip by each hand and main-
tenance of equal force that eliminates hooking
or slicing pressure.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim as new therein and desire to secure by
Letters Patent is—

1. A golf club having the hand gripping por-
tion ‘of its shaft formed with two longitudinally
extending and projecting ribs located in positions
thereon to accommodate, respectively, the right
hand and the left hand, each rib positioned to
serve as g guide for the thumb and stabilizer for
the fingers of the hand applied thereto; said ribs
being located substantially at opposite sides of
the shaft and offset one above the other and each
extending only along that part of the gripping
portion of the shaft that is gripped by the upper
and lower hands, respectively, in the normal use
of the club. -

2. A golf club comprising & head formed witha
ball engaging front face and a shaft; said shaft
having two longitudinally extending and project-
ing ribs formed along its gripping portion to ac-
commodate, respectively, the right hand and leff
hand, each rib positioned to serve asan abutment
for the thumb and stabilizer for the fingers of the
hand applied thereto and said ribs being located,
respectively, on front and back sides of the shaft,
one extending along the upper part only of the
gripping portion of the shaft and the other along
the lower portion only of said gripping portion,
and each being of a length to permit limited shift-

- ing of the hand therealong to extend or shorten
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the length of shaft between club head and hand.

3. A golf club comprising a head formed with
a ball engaging front face and a shaft having a
gripping portion formed with two longitudinally
extending and projecting ribs in positions thereon
to accommodate, respectively, the gripping of the
club by the right hand and by the left hand, each
rib positioned to serve as an abutment for the
thumb and stabilizer for the fingers of the hand
that is applied thereto; said ribs being located on
front and back sides of the shaft, that rib at the
back side extending along the upper part only of
the gripping portion and that rib at the forward
side extending along the lower part only of the
gripping portion, and each, respectively, permit-
ting substantial shifting of the hand therealong
to extend or shorten the grip relative to the club
head, and said shaft having a longitudinal flat-
tenedq area adjacent its upper end in position to
seat the heel of the upper hand thereagainst

- when said hand grips the club for normal use.

ALBERT P. ROBINSON.
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