May 2, 1933. G. W. DOVER 1,907,151
OVERORAPE SUPPORTING MEANS FOR CURTAINS

Filed Feb. 11, 1932

Lﬁ-z{

/f \/

W
Gevrge 2. ,Zﬂl@?'

By @%

W ey



Patented May 2, 1933

UNITED STATES

1,907,151

PATENT OFFICE

GEORGE W. DOVER, OF CRANSTON, RHODE ISLAND, ASSIGNOR TO DbVERCRA.FT COM-
PANY, INC, OF PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND, A CORPORATION OF RHODE ISLAND

) OVERDRAPE SUPFORTING MEANS FOR CURTAINS

_Application filed February 11, 1932. Serial No. 592,283.

This invention relates to-an improved cur-
tain overdrape and supporting means there-
for, and more particularly means for sup-
porting a ready made overdrape such as is

5 ordinarily made in standard sizes to fit win-
dows of different widths: ‘

Heretofore curtains and overdrapes for
windows have been made to fit the particu-
lar window for which they are each de-

10 signed, but devices of this character are now
made in a variety of standard sizes, such, for
example, as, 12 inch, 15 inch, 18 inch, etc.,
the number corresponding to the width. of
the curtain or overdrape between the an-

15 choring means secured . thereto adjacent to-

the opposite side edges of the overdrape, and
the present invention involves the provision
of a suitable supporting means for support-
ing such standard sized overdrapes together
20 with novel means for connecting the over-
drape and supporting means in such a man-
ner as to provide a support for the overdrape
both at the anchoring points and interme-

diate thereof throughout the entire width of

25 the overdrape.

One object of the invention is the provi-
sion of a novel form and arrangement of
window overdrape comprising an overdrape
of standard width together with a pivoted

30 supporting  arm having fixed anchoring
means for supporting the end edges of the
overdrape and attaching means located in-
termediate of said anchoring means and
adapted for connection with the supporting

85 arm at a variety of different points longitu-
dinally of said arm, whereby the interme-
diate portion of the overdrape located be-
tween the side edges thereof may. be sup-
ported uniformly and at a plurality of va-

40 riable points which may be located at un-
equal distances from each other throughout
the width of the overdrape.

Another object of the invention is the pro-

vision of a curtain or overdrape support pro-
45 vided with spaced anchoring means located
at a fixed distance from -each.other and
adapted to receive attaching devices: ar-
ranged adjacent to the side edges of a cur-
tain or overdrape of standard size, and hav-
50 ing holding means located intermediate of

said anchoring means which are adapted to
receive and retain attaching members car-
ried by the overdrape regardless of the posi-
tion of such attaching members laterally of
the overdrape and in such a manner that the
curtain or. overdrape will be uniformly and
evenly supported throughout its width.
Other objects and advantages of the inven-
tion relate to various improved details of

-construction and novel arrangements of the

parts as will be more fully set forth in the
detailed description to follow: .. '

Referring to the drawing :(— :

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a portion
of a window frame showing one of the im-
proved curtain supporting devices applied
thereto and showing an overdrape of stand-
ard width carried by the supporting member
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and arranged in appropriate position rela- -

tive-to the window frame, :

Fig. 2 is a vertical sectional view through
a portion of the supporting member and
overdrape, taken substantially along the line
2—9 of Fig. 1, and showing one form of at-

‘taching means for connecting the overdrape

to the supporting member as well as its man-
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ner of attachment to one of the gathered -

portions of the overdrape,
Fig. 3 is a front elevational view of one

form of curtain supporting member or arm,-

and
F’ig. 4 is a front elevational view of a mod-
ified form of curtain supporting arm.-

In the form of the invention illustrated-

herewith, 1 designates: a window provided
with a frame 2 comprising side and top por-
tions 3 and 4. - A bracket member 5 is secured
to the side portion 8 of the window framead-
jacent to the upper extremity of the side

portion 3 in any suitable manner, as by means

of screws 6, the bracket being provided with
a hinge pin 7 adapted to fit within a bearing
8 carried by the supporting member or arm
9 whereby the supporting member is pivotal-
ly connected with the bracket 5 for movement
in a _horizontal plane into a position in front

of the window as shown in Fig. 1, or back

away from the window and against the wall
of the room as may be desired. ,

Thesupporting member 9 is provided Wifh
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~elongated slots 20 asthe case'may be, for sup- -
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anchoring openings 10 and 11 located adja-
cent to opposite ends of the supporting mem-
ber and which are adapted to receive portions
14 of hooks 15 secured to the overdrape 16
adjacent to the opposite side edges thereof.
A plurality of hooks 15 are secured to the

overdrape 16 intermediate the end anchor- -

ing hooks 15.  All of the hooks 15 may be of
similar construction and similarly attached

to the overdrape.  In the form illustrated:

herewith the hooks 15 are each provided with
a sharpened end 18 for insertion in the fabric
of the overdrape, and a hook shaped end 14

for insertion within one of the end anchoring

openings 10 and 11 or one of the intermediate

porting the hook from that portion of the
arm located immediately below one. of the
openings. :“The supporting means or por-
tions of the arm which underlie the openings
10-and 11 in the normal position of the arm
are of relatively limited-lateral extent, while
the eorresponding supporting portion of the
arm underlying the slots 20 are of materially
greater lateral extent than said first named
supporting portions; whereby the two:end
hooks 15 are maintained in a definitely spaced
relation to each other and the intermediate
hooks 15 are capable of engaging the inter-
mediate supporting means in any one of a
variety ‘of positions longitudinally of the
arm. - -

In making overdrapes of this'character in
accordance with the present practice -the
overdrapes are made in a plurality of stand-
ard ‘sizes to fit windows of average widths
now'in common use. The overdrape 16 is
then provided with a plurality of longitudi-
nally extending gathered portions 21, each
of which may be formed by stitching together
folds of the material or by securing the folds

together in any other suitable or-desired man-

ner. The two end anchoring hooks 15 are

then secured to the overdrape at points ad--
jacent to the opposite side edges thereof and

at substantial equal distances from the end
edge 22 of the overdrape, these anchoring
hooks being located the same distance from
each other 1n all réady made overdrapes of
the same size. "A plurality of intermediate
hooks ‘15 similar to the end anchoring hooks

15 are secured to the overdrape-20 between
the end anchoring hooks 15; these ifitermedi-

ate ‘attaching hdoks "being “éach’ located an
equal ‘distance from the ‘end ‘edge 22 of the

overdrape, and being preferiably each located
at or secured in’‘one of the gathered portions.

21. Tn practice the gathered portions 21
may be more orless irregularly spaced from
each other transversely of the overdrape, and
in comsequence of this fact the intermediate
hooks 15 are spaced unequal distances from
each other and from the end anchoring hooks
15. In view of this fact regularly spaced
openings of limited lateral extent in the sup-
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porting arm could not be utilized to receive
these hooks since the exact location of the
hooks could not be readily predetermined
as the relative positions of the intermediate
hooks relative to each other vary with each
overdrape. _

In order to provide-a means for attaching
these intermediate hooks to the supporting
member or arm in such a manner that they
may be connected thereto readily regardless

of the spacing of the hooks relative to each-:

other laterally of the overdrape and without
placing undug strain upon or distorting the
fabric, I have provided the elongated slots

20 separated from each other by relatively
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narrow portions of the supporting: member -

-whereby. each intermediate hook 15 may be

inserted in one oi the slots 20-and supported. : -
by one of the narrow strips 23 -which remain-

_after forming the slot 20, regardless of the

85 -

exact position which the intermediate hooks -

15 may occupy relative to each other lateral-

1y of the overdrape.
In that form.ofthe supporting arm or mem- -
ber 24 illustrated in Fig. 4. of the drawing,

there is provided a bearing 8 and-anchoring - . :

openings 10 and 11, as in the form shown in-

Fig. 3, but instead of providing spaced slots

20, I'cut.away:the material of the arm adja- -
cent to'the lower edge thereof to produce: a
“continuous slot 25 extending throughout the -

major portion of the supporting arm interme-
diate the anchoring openings 10 and 11, there-

by leaving a continuous supporting strip 26 :

extending -~ substantially :throughout - the

length.of the supporting ‘arm:intermediate .

100 .-

the openings 10 and 11 which' is adapted to’ -

drape. s
It will be seen that in the case of-each form

ings 10 and 11 to support the side edges of the

“be engaged by and to support the interme:
diate hooks 15 regardless of their positions -
relative to each other laterally of the over:-

105+

-of supporting arm as shown, when the end v -

anchoring hooks 15 are inserted in the open-
‘110,

overdrape, the intermediate hooks may be in- :

serted in the 'opening or openings above the
narrow supporting strip or strips in such a
marxner as to support the overdrape uniform-

1y and permit engagement of each hook with
the supporting element regardless of the loca~

115

tion of the hook laterally of the overdrape: -

It is*to be understood that the hooks 15

may be attached to the over-drape after the "

“manner shown-in Fig:’2 of the drawing or
they may be more or less permanently ‘at- - -
‘tached thereto as by being sewed or otherwise -
secured to the ovérdrape, and inany case the-
‘overdrape may be made up and the interme-:
diate attaching hooks secured thereto with- -

out reference to any particular arrangement .
of the hook receiving opening or openings in- :

~the supporting arm. -In general-it is found
desirable to. place each intermediate hook at =

or adjacent to one: of the gathered ‘portions~130 -
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of the overdrape and by means of my im-
proved supporting arm these gathered por-
tions may be formed and arranged as may be
found desirable to best display the overdrape
without regard to any particular spacing of
the hooks from each other or uniformity in
such positioning of the hooks, since they may
be inserted over the hook supporting portion
of the supporting arm in all positions.

While I have shown and described the
structure with particular reference to what
are ordinarily termed overdrapes, it will be
understood that the invention is equally ap-
plicable to any curtains or draperies such as
may be employed in connection with win-
dows, doors or the like, and it is to be under-
stood that the term “overdrape” as employed
in the specification and claims is used in its
broader sense as comprehending any curtains
or draperies of this character which may be
employed in the manner indicated.

What I claim is:— ’

1. An overdrape supporting means com-
prising a pivotally mounted arm, supporting
means of limited lateral extent spaced a fixed
distance from each other and located adja-
cent to opposite ends of said supporting arm,
and elongated supporting means of consider-
ably greater lateral extent than said first
named supporting means carried by said sup-
porting arm and located intermediate of and
substantially coincident with a line joining
said spaced supporting means.

2. An overdrape supporting means com-
prising a pivotally mounted arm movable in
a substantially horizontal plane, spaced hold-
ing means of limited lateral extent located
adjacent to opposite ends of said supporting
arm and separated a predetermined distance
from each other, and intermediate support-
ing means located between said spaced hold-
ing means and extending effectively through-
out substantially the entire distance between
said spaced holding means, said holding and
supporting means being located below the
horizontal median line of said arm.

3. An overdrape holding means compris-
ing a supporting arm mounted for pivotal

movement in a substantially horizontal -

plane, spaced holding means carried by said
supporting arm and arranged at a fixed dis-
tance relative to each other for supporting
the opposite side edges of an overdrape and
maintaining the overdrape in extended posi-
ticn, and intermediate supporting means lo-
cated between said spaced holding means
and effective for attachment to that portion
of an overdrape located intermediate the side
edges thereof at any one of a plurality of
points, said holding and supporting means
being located below. the horizontal median
line of said arm.

4. An overdrape supporting means for
windows comprising an arm mounted for
pivotal movement in a substantially hori-

3

zontal plane and provided with spaced sup-

porting . portions of limited lateral extent .

Iocated adjacent to opposite ends thereof and
having one or more supporting portions of
materially greater lateral extent than said
spaced supporting portions, said last named
supporting portions being located interme-
diate of said spaced supporting portions and
in substantial alignment therewith, and all
of said supporting portions having their sup-
porting surfaces located within the perimeter
of the arm.

5. An overdrape supporting means com-
prising an arm having parts thereof cut away
itermediate the vertical side edges thereof

to form drapery supporting portions. ar-

ranged in substantial alignment with each
other longitudinally of the arm, the end sup-
porting portions being of materially less lat-
eral extent than the intermediate supporting
portions,

6. An elongated drapery supporting arm
pivotally mounted for movement in a hori-
zontal plane and having portions located be-
tween the horizontal side edges thereof
shaped to provide a plurality of supports
for receiving and supporting drapery en-
gaging members, the supports located adja-
cent to the opposite ends of said arm being
shaped to retain the corresponding drapery
engaging members in substantially fixed po-
sition relative to each other and the inter-
mediate supports being shaped to receive and
support drapery engaging members in any
one of a plurality of adjusted positions longi-
tudinally of the arm. :

In testimony whereof I have affixed my

signature.
GEORGE W. DOVER.
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