
2,948,900 R. B?EBENSTEIN 

MULTIPLE PURPOSE HAT BODY 

Aug?16, 1960 

2 Sheets-Sheet 1 14, 1956 Filed Dec. 

FIG.3 

IW/EWTOR. 
RUTHB.EBENSTE? 

AT72ARAVEy5 

  

  

  

  

  
  



Aug?16, 1960 R.B. EBENsTEIN 2,948,900 
MULTIPLE PURPOSE HAT BODY 

Filed Dec?14, 1956 2 Sheets-Sheet 2 

BY * 

  



United States Patent Office 

2,948,900 
MULTIPLE PURPOSE HAT BODY 

Ruth B. Ebenstein?120 Fitz Randolph Road, 
Princeton, N.J. 

Filed Dec?14?1956?Ser No.628,444 
7 Claims (Cl.2?209.1) 

This invention relates to hats and more particularly 
to a play hat body which willserve as a base for alarge 
numberof diferent costume hats. 
The primary object of the presentinventionisto-gen 

erally?improve hats eSpecially play hats. A more par 
ticular.objectisto provide a multiple purpose hat body 
whichis reversible and foldable to provide many different 
appearanCeS. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a play 

hat which will serve with the aid of a few minor acces 
sories to provide a large number of diferent costume 
hats The hat body may be made in an appropriate Size 
to be worn by children at play and in accordance with 
a further feature and object of theinvention?it may be 
made in a.miniature size to form a part of a kit of doll 
clothing sold with a doll, sorthatthe doll may be dressed 
to simulate various costumes.and characters. 

Stillanother object ofthe inventionisto provide a play 
hat which will fit"various occupations and characters 
-known to children through Story drama?rpoem or song. 

To accomplish theforegoing general objects andother 
more Specific objects whichwill hereinafterappear myin 
vention resides in the hat body and the elements thereof, 
as are hereinafter more particularly describedin the fol 
lowingspecification The Specificationis accompanied by 
drawingsin which: 

Fig 1 is a side elevation of a hat body embodying fea 
tures of myinvention; 

Fig 2 is a similarview with the hat body reversed or 
turnedinside out; 

Fig.3isa bottomview ofthe hat body: 
Fig 4 is a vertical Section drawn to?enlarged Scaleand 

taken approximatelyin the plane of the line 4?4 of 
Fig.1; 
Fig 5 is a Vertical section drawn to enlarged scale 

and taken approximately in the plane ofthe line 5?5 of 
Pig.2; 
Fig 6 is a perspective view showing the hat worn as 

?thatof PeterPan; 
Fig 7 Shows.the hat worn as that of a Puritan maid; 
Fig.8 shows the hatwornasthat of Miss Muffet; 
Fig.9 shows the hatworn as that of a nurse; 
Fig?10 Shows the hatwornas that of Pinocchio; 
Fig 11shows the hatworn as that ofa.Scotch High 

lander; 
Fig 12.shows the hatwornas that of a pirate; 
Fig?13.shows the hat worn asthat of Yankee Doodle; 
Fig.14 shows the hat worn as that of a Puritan man; 
Fig.15.shows the hatworn as a bonnet; 
Fig.16 shows the hatworn as atricorn; 
Fig.17-shows the hatworn asa fire helmet; and 
Fig 18.is explanatory of the patterning of the pieces 
akingupthe hatbody. 
Referringto the drawing more particularly to Figs.1 

and4 the hat bodycomprises a main partmadeup oftwo 
diamond-shaped pieces 12 and14?with tworedges 16 and 

.18ofonepiecejoined to-the corresponding:edgesof the 
?otherpiece and havingthe remainingtwoedges 20 and22 
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ofthe piece 12free of theremainingtwo edges 20 and 22 
ofthe piece 14. 

Referring now to Fig 18?the two diamond-shaped 
pieces 12 and 14 may be wholly separate ormay be pat 
terned out of a single piece of material So that they are 
integrally joined onthe edge 22?instead of being Stitched 
together on edges 22 as when made of separate pieces. 
ASSuming the edge 22 correspondsto the edges 16in Fig. 
1?then the edges-whichareyetto be stitched togetherare 
indicated at 18. Whenthe edges 18arestitched together, 
there results a hat crown with two triangularsides 24 
and 26, and with two triangularflaps 28 and 30 one be 
neatheach side of thecrown One ofthe triangularsides 
of the crown is shown at.24in-Fig 1. The triangular 
flaps28and 30 arefree ofone another asisindicated by 
the slightly upturned portions in Figs?1 and 2 of the 
drawing. 
The parts 12 and 14 are preferably square with the 

Sides running longitudinally and transversely ofthe fabric. 
Thediagonallinethenbecomesthe horizontal bottomedge 
of the hat So that the threads are on the bias when the 
hatisworn?whichis bestforstretchandfit. 
The hat body further comprises two triangular pieces 

32 and34 (Fig?18) of a second and preferably contrast 
ing color and having an area corresponding to the flaps 
28 and 39. The pieces 32 and34 are secured to overlie 
and cover the flaps 28 and 30, and this is indicated by 

It Will be under 
stood thatthe pieces are secured to the flapsin symmetri 
cal relation relative to the hat crown?thatis when the 
"piece 32is onthe outside ofits flap28?as shownin Fig.4, 
the piece 34 is on the outside ofits flap30. 

The hat body“further comprises two triangular pieces 
36 and 38 (Fig?18) preferably of a third contrasting 
color Theseshave an area correSpondingto two triangu 
1ar-sides 24 and 26 ofthe crown and these pieces arese 
cured to overlie and cover the triangular sides of the 
crown on that side whichis opposite to the side receiv 
ing the two triangular pieces 32 and 34 of the second 
contrasting color Thus the parts 36?38 are not visible 
in Fig.1 where the part32is on the outside and visible, 
for in this figure the parts 36 and 38 are on the inside 
andare concealed by the triangularsides ofthe hatcrown. 
However when the hat body is reversed orturnedinside 
out as shown in Figs. 2 and 5 the parts 36?38 become 
visible and the triangular pieces 32?34 are not visible, 
they being concealedwithin the dependingflaps 28?30. 

In Fig?18?it will be seen thatthe triangularpieces 36, 
38?instead of being separate may be integrally joined as 
indicated bythe dotted line 40. Ifthe pieces areseparate, 
they arestitched on the line 40. Ineither case the edges 
42 arestitched together thus forming a cover (orlining) 
with triangular sideS?which is Superimposed on the hat 
crown formed by the triangularsides 24?26 of the main 
pieces 12?14 The cover and crown are permanently se 
cured together as is indicated by the horizontal line of 
stitching 44 in Fig 2. It will be understood that there 
isa similarhorizontalline ofstitchingonthe oppositeside, 
and thateach line of stitching goes through only its own 
side of the hat For reasons explained later the hori 
Zontal lines of Stitching do not extend to the ends of the 
hat body andinstead terminate short ofthe ends asisin 
dicated at 46 in Fig.2?thus leavingthe lower corners48 
of the coverfree ofthe crown, Sothatthey maybeturned 
upward as.shown insolid lines at 48 andindotted lines 
at 48” Ordinarily whenturned upward, they areturned 
inside the cover material thatis?betweenrthat material 
andthe Crown ofthe hatbody. * 

It will facilitate further description to use a Specific 
example of material and color?btit itshould be under 
stood that these are specified only by way ofexample 



3 
and are not intended to be in limitation of the inven 
tion. 

In one preferred example the main pieces that is, 
the diamond-shaped pieces shown at the top of Fig?18, 
are made of blue felt The triangular parts 32 and 34 
shown in the middle of Fig?18 are made of red cotton 
jersey The triangular parts 36 and 38 shown at bot 
tom of Fig?18 are made of green corduroy Thus as 
viewed in Fig?1?the hat body is blue at the top and 
the flaps at the bottom are red If the flaps are turned 
upward alongside the triangular crown only blue is seen. 
In Fig 2 the hat body is green at the top and the flaps 
are blue If turned upward alongside the crown the 
flaps are red. 
The play hat body may be describedin somewhat dif 

ferent fashion by stating thatis comprises a reversible 
crown portion 24?26 with flaps 28?30 depending from 
the crown portion There is a lining or/and cover 36, 
38 whichis Secured to and covers theinside of the crown 
portion There are also fap covers or/and linings 32? 
34 which are secured to and coverthe outside of theflaps. 
In preferred form? the crown and flaps have one color, 
in this case blue the crown lining or/and cover has a 
contrasting color in this case green and the flap covers 
or/and linings have a third contrasting color in this 
case red Also in preferred form at least one end of 
the crown lining or/and cover is left free of the crown 
portion So thatit may be turned out of the way optional 
ly when the adjacent part of the crownis reversely folded 
to act as a hat brim. 
The pieces are preferably So stitched togetherasto con 

ceal the cut edges of the fabric Thus in Fig.4 the 
blue felt pieces I2 and H4 are stitched together as shown 
at 50 The red jersey pieces 32 and 34 are stitched to 
the blue felt by reversely turning the bottom edges, as 
isindicated at 52. The top edges of the redjersey pieces 
32 and 34 are reversely folded as shown at 54, where 
stitched to the blue felt pieces. In Fig.5?itwill be seen 
that the green corduroy pieces 36?33 have their edges 
reversed where stitched at 56 and that the bottom edges 
are reversed where Stitched to the blue felt as shown at 
53. 

It will also be understood thatin Fig 18the triangular 
shapes have been Somewhat idealized although the hat 
may be made as there Shown In practice?itis prefer 
ably made as Shown in Figs. 1 and 2 in which the top 
and bottom corners are Tounded instead of coming to a 
point at the top and bottom as would be the case with 
true triangles. 
The varied possibilities of this hat body will be ap 

parent The hat is basically two diamond-shaped blue 
pieces (or four blue triangles)?two red triangles and 
two green triangles or eigth triangles in all The hat 
may be worn lengthwise or cross-wise Itmay be folded 
with the flaps out orturned partly or wholly upwardin 
side the crown orturned upward outside the crown It 
may be reversed orturnedinside out It may be worn 
with one or both of the lower corners of the green crown 
coverturned inside out of sight and with the resulting 
exposed blue portion available to be used as a brim. 
Some of the possibilities of the hat may be shown by 

reference to specific examples. 
Referring first to Fig 6, this shows the hat worn as 

that of either of two characters Peter Pan or Robin 
Hood In this case the hat is worn with the green 
crown cover on the outside as shownin Fig.2?but with 
the depending flaps turned upward inside the crown to 
hide the Same so that the entire hatis green Afeather 
70istemporarilysecured to oneside ofthe hat body To 
simulate Robin Hood the feather is preferably worn 
downward as shown in Fig 6, while to simulate Peter 
Pan the featheris preferablyworn upward (notshown). 

Fig 7 shows the hat worn as that of a Puritan maid. 
In this case the hatis worn with the blue andred onthe 
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outside as shown in Fig?1?The flaps are at the sides. 
The forward corner of the green materialis folded inside, 
out of sight and the rim is turned upward as shown at 
72?this being blue The crown at 74 is blue while the 
lower portions or flaps at 76 are red The flaps are 
held close against the sides of the head by a ribbon 78, 
which is concealed within the reversely folded rim 72? 
exceptforthe ends of the ribbon which are tied beneath 
the chin. 

It will now be understood whythe corners of the green 
pieces are preferably left free of stitching as Shown at 
48 and 48” in Fig 2. If they were stitched all the way, 
the green material would show at the top center portion 
of the reversely folded blue rim 72?in Fig 7. 

Fig.8 shows the hat worn as that of Miss Muffet In 
this case the hatis used with the red and blue on the 
outside as shown in Fig 1. It is worn with the flaps 
to the front and rear instead of at the sides. The rear 
flapis turned upward inside the crown The front flap 
is left exposed and acts as a visor 78 Thus the crown 
is blue at 80 while the visor portion 78 is red on the out 
side and blue on the inside The green pieces are wholly 
concealed The hatis held with the aid of a ribbon 82, 
which passes around the outside of the hat body and is 
tied beneath the chin The kit preferablyincludes a small 
ornamental piece 84 having slits through which the rib 
bon is passed. 

TFig 9 shows the hat worn as that of a murse In this 
case itis worn with the blue and red on the outside as 
shown in Fig 1, and with the green concealed It is 
worn with the flaps to the front and rear These faps 
are turned upward inside the crown but notfully so?thus 
providing a hat which is blue at 86 but trimmed with 
red around the lower edge at 88. If desired the back 
flap may be turned fully inside the crown, thus limiting 
the red trimming to the forward edge 88. A suitable 
Shield Such as that having a red cross shown at 90 may 
be added to the hat body as an ornamentation and to 
help furtheridentify the costume as that of a nurse, 
Fig?10 shows that hat worn as that of Pinocchio. In 

this case the hatis worn with the green and blue on the 
outside as shown in Fig 2 The crown of the hat at 
92 (Fig 10) is green The flaps are worn at the sides, 
and are turned outward and upward They are accord 
ingly red on the outside at 94 and blue on the inside at 
96 The feather 98?which forms a part of the kit?is 
secured at the back ofthe hat body and pointsupward. 

Fig 11 Shows the hat worn as that of a Scotch High 
lander In this case the hatis worn with a blue crown 
100 The flaps are at the sides and are turned upward 
inside the crown but notfully so thus exposing red trim 
at 102 at the bottom ofthe crown on both sides. Abow 
of plaid ribbon 104 acts as an ornament whichissecured 
atthe side ofthe hat. 
Fig?12shows the hatwornas that ofapirate Inthis 

case the hat body is turned with the red and blue on 
the outside The crown is blue It is worn with the 
flaps at thesides The green corneratthe frontisturned 
?pward out of sight and the front of the hat body is 
folded up fora substantial widthasshown at106 Thus, 
the crown and rim are blue as viewed from the front 
An ornament 108 having a skull and crossed bones is 
added at the front One of the other ornaments for 
example that Shown at 84in Fig.8 may be reversed 
and worn as a simulated eye patch 110. 
Fig 13 shows the hatworn as that of Yankee Doodle. 

In this case the body is turned with the red and blue 
Outermost and the green concealedinside the hat The 
faps are worn to the front and rear The front fiapis 
turnedupward asshown at112 anditand the crowni14 
appear blue A plume or duster 116 forms a part of 
the kit andissecured to the upturnedrimattheside of 
the hat body. 

Fig 14shows the hatworn as that of a Puritan man. 
Inthis case the body is turnedwith the red and blue on 
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the outside Itis worn with the flaps at the Sides The 
front corner of the green material is turned inside out 
of_the way and the blue rim120 is turned upward at 
the front An ornament 122 simulating a.buckle is Se 
cured in front of the blue crown 124 by means of a 
band or ribbon 126. 
Fig.15shows the hatworn as one of a number of pos 

sible types of bonnet Inthis case the hat body is worn 
with the green and blue on the outside The flaps are 
worn to the frontand rear The rear flapis exposed at 
the back and is blue on top and red on bottom The 
front flapis like-wise exposed butis reversely folded so 
thatits forward edgeis at 130?while its rearedge is at 
132?and the middle regionis pushed orreversely folded 
Tearward at 134 between the parts 130 and 132. The 
green crown is doubled over to the front thatis?it is 
pushed down part way over the reversely folded front 
flap asshown at 136. To hold the bonnet in position, 
a ribbon 138 is used and this passes beneath the down 
folded crown?i36 but over and behind the folded front 
flap The bonnet's appearance is completed by the addi 
tion of a feather or plume 140?which may be caught be 
neath the ribbon and between the crown and the flap. 
Fig?16Shows the hatwornas a tricorn or Revolution 

ary War period hat The hat body is turned with the 
blue and red on the outside The rear corner of the 
green materialisturnedinside out of sight and the blue 
materialis turned upward at the rear as Shown at 142. 
The fiapsareturned upward atthe sides and appear blue 
at 144?146 The crown 148 is also blue A touch of 
red shows on the inside at 150. - 
Fig 17 shows the hat worn as a fireman's helmet. 

The hat body is turned.with the blue and green on the 
outside Itis worn with the flaps to the front and rear. 
The frontflapisturned up fully as shown at 152 andis 
red The rearflap remains down A marker or shield 
154 preferably carrying a number is secured to the 
front flap. - 

Otherappearances may be simulated although nothere 
illustrated Forexample an overseas cap may be pro 
duced by turningthe body with the-red and blue on the 
outside:wearingitwith the flaps at the-sides;and turning 
the flaps allthe way up closely against the crown to hide 
the red thus producing the appearance of a blue over 
Seas cap. 
ATyrolean hat may be produced by wearing the hat 

body muchasin the case of the Pinocchio hatin Fig 10, 
except that a ribbon may be passedin a generally hori 
Zontal plane around the outside of the flaps At the 
front therribbon passes beneath the free corner of the 
green material thatis, between the green and blue ma 
terials. The ends of the ribbon are tied at one side of 
the hat outside of one of the flapS. 
A“Spaceman's" hat may be produced?using the body 

with the blue and green on the outside and with the fiaps 
worn atthe sides. The frontis folded upward to expose 
a large area of red with a Small triangular area of blue 
atthe front For this representation, goggles are prefer 
ablyworn overthe eyes and maybe supplied as a part of 
a complete kit. 
A Bo Peep hat may be formed somewhat as in the 

case of the bonnet except that the front flap need not be 
reversely folded and instead the crown is pulled all the 
way down flat over much of the front fap The ribbon 
which passes beneath the chin at the bottom passes over 
the blue flapand under the green crown the latter being 
Pulled downward and forward over the ribbon and fap. 

Awitch's hatmay be formed with the red and blue on 
the outside and with the flaps at the front and rear. 
These flaps are turned upward at the front and rear to 
expose the blue The green is concealed and the free 
corners of the green lining are turned upward to help 
insure this A suitable ornament Such as a Star and 
crescent may be secured on the upwardly turned front 
flap. 
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6 * - 
Itwillbeunderstoodthatin the case ofaminiature hat 

sold-with a.doll additional clothing may be provided, 
and various changes in shirt trousers orskirt etc.may 
be made consistentwiththe characterrepresented When 
madein largersizes foruse by children the hat body is 
preferably sold as a part of a kit whichincludes the fea 
ther plume ribbon and other inexpensive ornaments 
shown. 
?Itis believed that the construction and method of use 

of my improved multiple purpose hat body as wellas the 
advantages thereof willbe apparent from the foregoing 

It is also apparent that while I 
have-shown and described the invention in a preferred 
form?changes may be made inthestructure Shown with 
out departingfrom the scope ofthe invention assought 
to be definedin the following claims. 

I claim: 
1. A play hat body comprising a main rectangular 

part which is twice as long as wide and which acts as 
two substantially square pieces joined integrally edge 
?to edge and having an edge adjacent the integral edge 
of one square piece Sewed to the corresponding adja 
centedge of the other square piece and having the re 
maining two edges of one Square piece free of the re 
maining two edges of the other square piece the Said 
main part forming a?hat crown with two Substantially 
rightisoscelestriangularsides and two substantially right 
isosceles triangular flaps?each side and flap being con 
nected hypotenuse-to hypotenuse said main part being 
made of material of a first color?two Substantially 
right isosceles triangular pieces of a second color and 
having an area and Shape corresponding to the flaps, 
said pieces being laminated to the flaps in symmetrical 
relation Telative to the hat crown a substantially right 
isoscelestriangular piece of a third color having a base 
corresponding to the long side of the main part and 
having an altitude corresponding to the short side of 
the main part?said piece being laminated to the tri 
angular sides of the crown on that side of the main 
part opposite to the side receiving the two triangular 
pieces of second color the base edge of said piece of 
third color being secured to the main part all four 
of said pieces being made of material Suitable to be 
worn on the outside. - 

2. A play hat body comprising a main part made 
up oftwo equal Substantially square pieces having two 
connectededges of one piecejoined to the correspond 
ing connected edges of the other piece and having the 
remaining?two?edges of one piece free of the remain 
ing two edges of the otherspiece the said main part 
forming a hat crown with two substantially right isos 
celes triangular sides and two substantially right isos 
celestriangularflaps?each side and flap being connected 
hypotenuse to hypotenuse said main part being made 
of material of a first color two substantially right 
isoscelestriangular pieces of a second color and having 
anarea and shape corresponding to the flaps?Said pieces 
being1aminated to the flapsin symmetrical relation rel 
ative to the hat crown?two substantially right isosceles 
triangular pieces of a third color having an area and 
shape correspondingto thetwo sides of the crown said 
pieces being laminated to the triangular sides of the 
crown in symmetrical relation to the crown and on that 
side of the main part opposite to the side receiving 
the two triangular pieces of second color Said pieces 
of third color having a bottom edge which is secured 
to the main part all of Said pieces being made of ma 
terial Suitable to be worn on the outside. 

3. A play hat body comprising a main part made 
up of two diamond Shaped pieces having two connected 
edges of one piece joined to the corresponding connected 
edges of the other piece and having the remaining two 
edges of one piece free of the remaining two edges of 
the other piece the Said main part forming a hat crown 
with two triangular sides and two triangular fiaps, said 




