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The present inventicn relates in general to im-
provements in the art of producing headwear.
and relates more specifically to an improved
elastic cap structure preferably formed by knit-

5 {ing.

Cenerally defined, an object of the invention
is to provide an improved cap which is simple
and compact in construction, and which is more-
over highly effective in use.

15 has heretofore been proposed, as shown in
prior Patent #1,395,230, to-D. Karger dated Oc-
tober 25, 1921, to provide a knitted cap consisting
of a tight fitting crown having a partial hand
secured to the lower rear edge thereof, together
15 with sar flaps knitted integral with the free edges

f the partial band and adapted to be detachably

cured either to the top of the crown or to each
er above the crown in order to hold them
gainst the sides of the cap when not in use. In
his prior type of cap, the use of the partial or
cgmental band at the lower portion of the
crown, not conly necessitated ufbilizing some
means for holding the ear flaps in upper posi-
tion, but prevented these flaps and the band
25 segments from snugly engaging the head, neck
and ears of the wearer, when folded down.

The present invention contemplates provision
of an improved elastic cap structure of this gen-
eral type, wherein all of the objectionable fea-

30 tures of this prior patented cap are eliminated.

Ancther specific object of the invention is to
provide a simple snug fitting cap having adjust-
able integral ear laps which are constructed to
hug the head of the wearer, irrespective of the

35 positicn of adjustment thereoi.
A further specific object of the invention is to
provide a new and useful knitted cap which is
sttractive in appearance, and which may be
wickly converted from a warm weather cap into
40 a head-gear adapted for ccld weather wear.

+111 another specific object of the invention is
to provide a compact knitted cap structure hav-
ing integral and highly effective ear flaps, which
may be manufactured and sold at minimum cost.

These and other objects and advantages will
be apparent from the following detailed descrip-
tion.

A clear conception of one embodiment of the
inventicn and of the mode of fabricating and of
50 utilizing knitted caps constructed in accordance

with the improvement, may be had by referring

+o the drawing which accompanies and forms a

part of this specification wherein like reference

characters designate the same or similar parts in
55 the several views:

10

a
S}

G

PRI

o]

20

& oo

45

1932, Serial No. §62,916
{C1. 2—201)

Fig. 1 is a side view of the improved knitted
cap applied to the head of the wearer, and show-
ing the ear flaps turned up as for warm weather
wear; and '

Fig. 2 is a similar view of the knitted cap ap-
plied to the head of a wearer, with the ear flaps
turned down as for cold weather wear.

hile the invention has been illustrated and
described herein as being specifically applied in
2 knitted elastic cap, it is not intended to limit
the scope by such specific disclosure, since the
improvement is obvicusly more generally appli-
cable to headwear having similarly elastic char-
acteristics formed by processes other than knit-
ting.

Referring to the drawing, the improved knit-
ted cap comprises in general a crown 5 formed
of a plurality of inter-kniftted approximateiy
triangular panels; a one-piece band 6 integrally
connected along cone edge to the lower edge of
the crown 5 as by means of a seam 7; and a pair
of ear flaps 8 of triangular shape formed integral
with the free edge of the hand 6 and disposed on
opposite sides of the cap.

The several interconnected panels of the crown
5 may be knitted in different and attractive col-
ors, and are of elastic texture so as to snugly en-
gage the head 9 of a wearer regardless of varia-
tions in the head size. The continuous one-piece
band € is also formed of highly elastic fabric,
preferably by knitting, and is preferably formed
separately from the crown 5 and is subsequently
attached theretoc at the seam 7 which should be
insufficiently bulky to form a pronounced ridge
when the ear flaps 8 are pulled down. The ear
flaps 8 are disposed nearest the rear of the cap
and each of these flaps 8 is preferably formed by
knitting the same integrally with and diagonally
of the direction of extent of the band 6, and these
car flaps 8 are biased toward the crown 5 both
by their own foermation and by the extreme elas-
ticity of the band 6. The band 6 and flaps 8 may
also be produced in attractive colors to aid in
beautifying the cap structure, and the crown 5,
band 6 and flaps 8 may have either single or dou-
ble thickness of material.

When the cap is to be worn with the ear flaps
8 not in use, the band 6 and flaps 8 may he posi~
tioned as shown in Fig, 1, wherein the crown 5
tightly hugs the head 9 of the wearer, and the
nand 6 and flaps 8 snugly engage the outer sur-
face of the crown 5, with the points of the ear
flaps located rearwardly of the center of the cap
by virtue of the rearward disposition of these
flaps. Or as an alternative, the band 6 and faps
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8 may be folded within the crown 5 to present
the appearance of an ordinary tight fitting skull
or top cap, with the band 6 and flaps 8 directly
hugging the head 9 of the wearer and with the
crown 5 concealing the band and flaps and snug-
ly engaging the pate of the wearer’s head.

If it becomes desirable to utilize the band 6 and
ear flaps 8 for protective purposes, the band may
be folded downwardly at the seam 7 to the posi-
tion illustrated in Fig. 2, whereupon the band 6
will additionally cover the forehead and neck
of the wearer, and the flaps 8 will substantially
cover the ears due to the disposition thereof near-
est the rear of the cap. Due to the continuity or
one-~piece construction of the band 6, and to the
high elasticity thereof and of the ear flaps 8, the
latter will be drawn into snug engagement with
the ears. If the band 6 and flaps 8 are initially
disposed outside of the crown 5 as in Fig. 1, the
cap need not be removed from the head 9 when
lowering the adjustable parts as in Fig. 2, but
such adjustment cannot be effected without re-
moval of the cap if the band and flaps are worn
within the crown.

It will also be obvicus that the elastic and
compact construction of the improved cap will
permit the same to be readily folded into a small
package adapted for convenient concealment in
a pocket or hand-bag. The structure also per-
mits of variable decoration and coloring to meet
the whims of the so-called “collegiate” class.

From the foregoing description it will be ap-
parent that the invention provide an improved
elastic cap structure which is simple and com-
pact in construction, and which is moreover
highly attractive in appearance. The improved
knitted cap has also proven very effective in
actual use, and while the flaps 8 have been illus-
tracted as being knitted as direct continuations
of diagonally knitted sections of the band 6, these
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flaps may be otherwise formed and attached to
the band, if desired.

It should therefore be understood that it is not
desired to limit the invention to the exact details
of construction and to the precise mode of fabri-
cation herein shown and described, for various
modifications within the scope of the claims
may occur to persons skilled in the art.

t is claimed and desired to secure by Letters
Patent:

1. An elastic cap comprising, a knitted snug-
fitting crown, a continuous knitted band attached
along one edge to the lower edge of said crown,
and pointed substantially triangular ear flaps
formed integral with the free edge of said band
on opposite sides of the crown, said band being
foldable upwardly about its attaching edge into
engagement with said crown to position the
points of said flaps in contact with the crown
rearwardly of the cap center, and said flaps heing
located nearer the rear of the cap so as to cause
the same to cover the ears of a wearer when said
band is foided downwardiy about said edge.

2. An elastic cap comprising, a knitted snug-
fitting crown, a continuous knitted hand attached
along one cdge to the lower edge of said crown,
and pointed substantially triangular ear flaps
formed integral with the free edge of said band
on opposite sides of the crown, said flaps being

knitted diagonally of the direction of extent of j

the band and said band being foldable upwardly
about its attaching edgs into engagement with
said crown to position the points of said flaps in
contact with the crown rearwardly of the cap
center, and said flaps being located nearer the
rear of the cap so as o cause the same to cover
the ears of a wearer when said band is folded
downwardly about said attaching edge.

ARTHUR GOLDSTEIN,

80

85

90

122

130

i3b

150



