
March 15, 1960 

M 

Ad t 
37 

23 
26 28 

B. T. FISCHER 

COMBINATION KEY AND PICTURE HOLDER 
Filed June 6, 1958 

s 

2,928,195 

INVENTOR. 
is a NA2) , RF SC VAE se 

BY 

22%-42-2424ezoz v. 9aozoal Attorners 

  



2,928,195 United States Patent Office E. 
1. 

- 2,928,195 

CoMBINATION KEY AND PICTURE HOLDER 
Bernard T. Fischer, Brooklyn, N.Y. - 

Application June 6, 1958, Serial No. 740,448 
1 Claim. (CI.40-17) 

This invention relates to key holding devices, that is, 
devices in the form of flat, tag-like articles to which are 
connected key chains on which one's keys may be carried. 

Ordinarily, an article of the type described is used 

0 

5 

reason of its being of U-shape it is adapted to receive an 
upwardly movable frame in a manner to be described 

simply, as an identification means or other article that 
will facilitate identification of the owner in some man 
ner in the event the keys are lost. In such cases, the 
article is a rigidly constituted device, having no relatively 
moving parts, that is, after the identification has been 
applied thereto the identifying information, whether it 
be one's license number, or alternatively one's name and 
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address, is more or less permanently retained within the 
support provided therefor. 

In accordance with the present invention, it is proposed 
to provide an article of the class described that will be 
so designed as to permit a plurality of pictures, identifica 
tion cards, or the like to be assembled in the device, with 
each of said pictures or other objects being individually 
movable to a position in which it is either individually 

: disposed, or alternatively, exposes another, normally 
concealed picture or card. . . -- . . 
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verted V-shape. 
wardly opening recess 37 (Figures 3 and 4) in which is 

2 
notches 16, 18, and 20 respectively. The purpose of these 
will be made apparent hereinafter. - 
Any of various means can be employed for holding the 

plates assembled with one another. In the illustrated 
example, there is a marginally extending retaining chan 
nel 22, extending along one side of the plates in embrac- . 
ing relation to the several plates, and continuing as at 
23 across the bottom edges of the plates, again in embrac 
ing relation to the several plates. . ; : 

In the side portion of the channel 22, and in the several 
plates, registering apertures are formed, receiving a grom 
met through which extends a key chain 24. 
The several plates are maintained in closely spaced, 

parallel planes by means of separator pieces 26, 28 (Fig 
ure 4). - The piece 26 is of U-shape, and opens upwardly. By 

in detail hereinafter. In embracing relation to the plates, at the side opposite 
that where the plates are embraced by the channel 22, . 
there is a channel 30, cooperating with the channel 22 in 
holding the plates assembled. 
terminates well above the bottom edges of the plates, for 
a purpose to be made presently apparent. 
Formed in the lower portions of the plates 11, 12 are 

rectangular, registered openings 32, 34 respectively. 
A. vertically movable, rectangular frame 36 is integral 

with an upwardly projecting tongue 38, so that there re 
sults a support element generally designated 39, of in 

Said element 39 has a shallow, for 

snugly engaged a card 40 which may comprise an iden 
35 

In other words, in the invention there is a support 
frame assembly, having a plurality of compartments, with 
pictures or cards being normally housed in superposed 
relation in said compartments. In such an instance, one 
or more of the pictures would obviously be concealed. 
However, in accordance with the invention movement 
of one picture frame out of its normal position will ex 
pose another, underlying picture frame while said second 
named frame remains housed in the frame assembly. 
Another object is to provide a device of the character 

stated which will be of compact, flat formation despite 
the characteristics thereof, described above. 
A further object is to facilitate complete removal of 

any card or picture frame, whenever desired, for replace 
ment of the same by another card or picture. 

Other objects will appear from the following descrip 
tion, the claim appended thereto, and from the annexed 
drawing, in which like reference characters designate 
like parts throughout the several views, and wherein: 
- Figure 1 is a perspective view of a holder according 
to the invention; - 

Figure 2 is a perspective view in which a front frame 
has been elevated to expose a rear frame; . . . . 

Figure 3 is a perspective view in which both the front 
and rear frames have been moved outwardly. 

Figure 4 is an enlarged longitudinal section on line 
4-4 of Figure 1; and 

Figure 5 is an enlarged transverse section on line 5-5 
of Figure 1. , - - 
A support assembly 10 includes a thin, rigid, flat front 

plate 21, an intermediate or separator plate 12 (Figure 
4) and rear plate 14. All the plates have registering 
peripheries, the plates in a preferred embodiment having 
tapering upper end portions. " 

Formed in the upper end edges of the plates 11, 12, 

45 

along that side to which the key chain 24 is connected... 
Piece 28 further extends across the full width of the 

tification card as shown. Alternatively, of course, a pic 
ture or any other similar article could be engaged in the 
recess 37. The walls of the recess are undercut as shown 
in Figure 4 to releasably retain the card in the same. 

Secured to the upper end of the tongue 38 is a button 
or knob 42, which is normally engaged in the notches pro 
vided at the upper end of the device. This constitutes a 
handle that is grasped for the purpose of lifting the ele 
ment 39, either to the position shown in Figure 3, or to a 
completely removed position. 
The separator piece 28 constitutes a rear separator 

piece, and extends along the bottom of the plates, and 

tapered upper portion of the device, but does not extend 
50 
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handle 48, which is normally recessed in notches 50 pro 
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and 14 are registered, upwardly opening, rectangular 

continuously along the side of the device embraced by 
the channel 30. In other words, separator piece 28 
opens laterally to one side, rather than upwardly as in 
the case of the separator piece 26. 

Designated at 44 is a rectangular, laterally movable 
card support element or frame, having a shallow, for 
wardly opening recess registered with the recess 37 in the 
housed positions of the frame or elements 39, 44. This 
form of the frame is also designed to receive a card or 
picture, as for example the picture 46 engaged firmly in 
the forwardly opening recess 47 of frame 44 by means 
of undercut walls of said recess 47. 
At one side, there is a forwardly projecting button or 

vided in plates 11, and 12, and in the separator piece 26. 
The plates and separator piece are, of course, all se 

curely cemented or otherwise fixedly connected together 
in a laminated arrangement shown in Figures 4 and 5. 
Thus, the device may be said to have a laminated con 
struction, with one of the laminations having an upwardly 
opening pocket and the other having a laterally opening 
pocket, said laminations having registering openings so 
that a frame that is in the laterally opening pocket will 

Channel 30, however, 
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be normally concealed by a frame that is in the upwardly 
opening pocket. On movement of the last mentioned 
frame in an upward direction to its Figure 2 position, the 
frame in the laterally opening recess is exposed through 
the registered openings 32, 34 of the laminations. 

Ordinarily, the frames 39, 44 are fitted with sufficient 
snugness in their associated pockets as to be frictionally 
engaged therein. Thus, there is no danger of the frames 
accidentally falling out of the support 10. Any inten 
tional removal, of course, can be effected by lateral move 
ment of frame 44 or upward movement of frame 39 as 
shown in Figure 3. The frames can be removed com 
pletely, for replacement of the cards or pictures carried thereby. 

In their housed conditions, the frames do not project 
in any way beyond the periphery of the support. Further, 
the frame 39 is in concealing relation to the frame 44. 
The frame 44 is exposed, however, by elevation of the 
frame 39 as shown in Figure 2. 
As will be apparent, the device is a flat, compact arti 

4. 
A device of the class described comprising: a flat sup 

-port assembly including a pair of outer plates, an inter 
mediate plate therebetween, and separator pieces inter 
posed between the intermediate plate and the respective 
outer plates, said intermediate plate defining in coopera 
tion with the outer plates a pair of superposed pockets, 
said separator pieces being approximately U-shaped with 
one being turned 90 in respect to the other whereby one 
of the pockets is open at one end and is closed by one 
of the separator pieces at its other end and at both of 
its sides, the other pocket being open at one side and 
being closed at its other side and at both of its ends by 

i s 
the other separator piece, one of the outer plates, and 
the intermediate plate, having registering windows 
bounded by the U-shaped separator pieces; and card 

' support frames removably positioned in the respective 

20 cle, capable of carrying a number of cards, and capable, 
in fact, of normally concealing one or more cards from 
view. Of course, only two frames are shown by way of 
example, but it will be understood that there could be 

... more than two if desired. 
The invention has full adaptability as a key holder, 

and in addition serves to provide a compact article for 
carrying a plurality of cards or pictures. 

It is believed apparent that the invention is not neces 
sarily confined to the specific use or uses thereof de 
scribed above, since it may be utilized for any purpose to 
which it may be suited. Nor is the invention to be neces 
sarily limited to the specific construction illustrated arid 
described, since such construction is only intended to be 
illustrative of the principles, it being considered that the 
invention comprehends any minor change in construction 
that may be permitted within the scope of the appended 
claim. 
What is claimed is: 
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pockets in slidable engagement with the respective sup 
port pieces and including handles exposed within said 
open end and said open side of the first and second pockets 
respectively in the fully inserted positions of the frames, 
in position to be grasped by a user during insertion and 
removal of the respective elements through said open end 
and open side of their associated pockets, said frames 
having card-receiving recesses registering with the win 
dows in the fully inserted positions of the frames. 
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