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This invention relates to a device for carrying golf
clubs.

Customarily, golf clubs have been carried in bags of
well known type. Such bags are cumbersome and heavy
to carry, especially when filled with a full load of up to
fourteen clubs. For many golfers, the modern economy
prehibits the use of caddies, golf carts, or other means fo
carry a requisite number of clubs. In the past, light-
weight, portable devices have been provided for carrying
clubs, but these have been generally unsatisfactory for
reasons that only a limited number of clubs could be
carried, or that there was no way to support the device
and clubs off the ground when not being carried, or that
the clubs had to be individually supported on spring
clips which tended to scratch the club shafts, or that
the clubs were otherwise difficult to insert and remove
with respect to the device.

One object of the present imvention is to provide a
simple to operate, light-weight, portable, golf-club car-
rier, by which any number of clubs, up to the standard
limit of fourteen clubs, may be easily carried by the
average male or female golfer.

Another object of the invention is to provide a golf
club carrier of the character described which supports
the clubs at a convenient level above ground for selec-
tion of clubs with relatively little bending effort.

Another object of of the invention is to provide a de-
vice of the character described having improved cradling
means which is self-operating from and toward an open
condition by manual support of the device and release
thereof, respectively whereby free removal and inser-
tion of the clubs in vertical direction is made possible.

Still another object of the invention is to provide
improved means for facilitating self-opening movement
of the device upon supporting the same on the ground.

These and other objects of the invention will be mani-
fest from the following brief description and the accom-
panying drawings.

Gf the accompanying drawings:

FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of a golf carrying
device embodying the features of the invention, in open
condition of use as when supported on the ground.

FIGURE 2 is a perspective view of the device in
closed condition of use as when carried by a golfer.

FIGURE 3 is an enlarged fragmentary and view of
the upper portion of the closed device, as viewed from
either end in FIGURE 2.

FIGURE 4 is a similar end view of the device in open
condition, as viewed from either end of FIGURE 1.

Referring to FIGURE 1 of the drawings, the numeral
10 designates an elongated rigid bar, on opposite ends
of which tong-like units 11, 11 may be relatively pivot-
ally mounted. Each unit 11 may comprise crossed ele-
ments 12 and 13 of rigid metal such as aluminum rod,
formed above the pivotal axis at 14, in known manner,
to provide oppositely outwardly arched or arcuate jaw
portions 15, 15, the inner surfaces of which together
define a generally ovate space 16 of substantial size, and
having oppositely inturned ends 15a, 15a terminating in
laterally spaced apart relationship, to provide an access
opening 17 for purposes to be described Iater. Elongated
extents 18 and 19 of the elements 12 and 13, respectively,
in said open position of the carrier extend generally in
the plane of the unit at a substantial angle to each other
so that the extents 18 and 19 of both units serve as leg
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means for supporting the longitudinally spaced jaw por-
tions 15 substantially elevated above the ground. The
leg means may be reinforced by affixing rigid cross-bars
20 and 21 between the leg portions 18, 18 and 19, 19,
respectively. To facilitate automatic opening of the
tong-like units in a mannmer to be described, the leg
portions 18, 18 may be slightly longer than the leg por-
tions 19, 19 (sece FIGURE 2). The bracing support
at the leg means is enhanced by angling the opposite
end leg portions 18 and 19 longitudinally outwardly from
points below the pivotal axis.

Handle means 22 may be provided for carrying or
transporting the device. To this end, the jaw portions
15, 15 of each unit 11 may have separate flexible loop
members 25, 25 suitably anchored to the inner surface
portions of the jaws, at points 27 slightly below the major
axis of the oval space 16. These loop portions, which
may be of leather or other flexible, non-abrasive strip
material, are oppositely looped inwardly and upwardly
between the opposed jaws and are connected together, as
by means of adhesively taped portions 28, 28, to provide
a relatively straight central portion 29, adapted to extend
upwardly between the inturned ends 15z of the jaws. For
lifting and transporting the carrier, a rigid, elongated
handle 30 may be affixed at opposite ends in looped
upper ends 32 of the central portions 29 of the two tong-
like units. That is, by manually lifting the device by
the handle 38, the opposite leg means of the device are
self-operatively brought together by gravity to close the
pairs of jaws 15 toward contact or close proximity of the
opposed end portions 152, whereby the spaces defined
by the jaws and the loops are substantially reduced in
size. The handle 3¢ may be made of durable wood and
covered with strip leather or plastic tape. At least the
poriton of the jaws above the points 27 may be likewise
taped to obviate scratching the shafts of clubs cradled
between the aligned loop members, in a manner to be
described later.

For limiting pivotal movement of the tong-like units
11, the crossed elements 18 and 19 thereof may have com-
plementally notched portions 34 therein providing stop
shoulders 35 and 36 for stop engagement of correspond-
ing portions of the respective elements in the open and
closed positions of the crossed elements, respectively.

The tong-ike units may be locked together, as for stor-
age of the device in an automobile trunk, with or without
golf clubs cradled between the closed jaws as shown in
FIGURES 2 and 4. To this end, an S-hook 37 may be
pivoted on cross bar 20, as shown in FIGURE 1 for
hooked engagement with crossibar 21, as shown in FIG-
URE 2.

In vse of the improved device by a golfer, it is posi-
tioned on the ground or other supporting surface, in open
condition as shown in FIGURE 1, in which the pairs of
jaws 15 of the spaced tongdike units 11 will be open for
passage of golf clubs through the openings 17 between
the opposed jaws 15a, toward or from cradling support
of the clubs between longitudinally aligned leather locp
portions 25, as shown in chain-dotted lines in FIGURES
1 and 4. For this purpose, the handle 30 is easily de-
flected to one side or the other, if necessary. When the
clubs are in position, as described, the device is trans-
portable simply by grasping the handle 38 to elevate the
device from the ground to a normal carrying position.
The initial upward pull on the handle applies a foreshort-
ening pull to the respective pairs of loop portions 25, tend-
ing to draw the pairs of jaws 15 together from the open
condition of FIGURES 1 and 4 to the closed condition
of FIGURES 2 and 3, this closing movement being facili-
tated by the tendency of the leg means to be gravitation-
ally urged together by reason of the heavier preponder-
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ance ‘weight below the pivotal axis. In the closed posi-
tion best-illustrated in FIGURE 3, the weight of clubs
cradled in the longitudinally aligned loop portions 25 at
both sides tends to hold the pairs of jaws 15 and associ-
ated pants in closed condition. 'Conversely, when a golf
chitb is ‘required ‘to ‘be extracted, the-device is lowered
by handle 30 until the Tonger.leg members 18 first touch
the ground; and then allowing the 1oop portions to come
to rest upon the lower portions of the jaws, whereby the
weight of the clubs transmitted to said lower portions
will be self-operating to urge the leg means pivotally apart
to the fully open positions shown in FIGURES 1 and 4.

Modifications of the invéntion may be resorted to with-
out departing from the spirit theréof or' the scope of the
appended claims.

“What is.claimed is:

1. A golf club carrier comprising: longitudinally
spaced pairs of jaws pwomally ‘mounted and having con-
nector means by which the jaws of the respecnve pairs
are relatively pivotable about a longitudinal axis between
open and closed posmons in which oppositely inturned
upper ‘ends of the pairs of jaws are spaced ‘apart to define
access openmgls and are relativély close together to close
the ‘openings, respectively; sep*arate flexible Ioop members
anchored to the jaws of each pair thereof and oppositely
looped inwardly and upwardly between the jaws and con-
nected centrally of the opposed jaws; and handle means
supportingly connected between the centrally connected
portlons of the respective flexible loop members; whereby
in the open posmon of the jaws golf clubs are receivable
through said jaw openings at either side of the handle
means toward or from cradling:support of the clubs across
respective lonomtudlnally spaced:loop members.

2. A golf club carrier as set forth in claim 1, said jaws
of the pairs thereof being oppositely arched laterally out-
wardly to define an open space of substantial size between
the jaws in closed posmon thereof, said loop members
being anchored to the jaws at points intermediate said
axis and the respectlve said inturned upper ends, whereby
when the carrier is supported by said handle said oppo-
sitely looped:portions tend to draw opposite pairs of jaws
toward closed position thereof.

3. A golf club carrier as in claim 2, said jaws having
rigidly - connected leg means extendmg below said longi-
tudinal-axis for supporting the jaw means in spaced rela-
tion ‘above -a supporting surface.

4. A golf club carrier as in claim 3, said leg means
ibeing angularly disposed. laterally of said axis.in the open
position of the jaws, and being closely adjacert in the
closed “position of the jaws.

5. A golf club carrier as. in-claim’ 4, including means
for releasdably locking said ]aWs in closed position.

‘6. A golf club carrier ‘as in c¢ldim 5, including stop
mmeans for limiting opening movemerit of said jaws beyond
given open positions thereof.

7. A golf club :carrier ‘as in cldim™ 6, the portions of
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said jaws intermediate said anchoring points and the upper
ends of the jaws having thereon a covering of non-abrasive
material.

8. A golf club carrier as sét forth in claim 1, said jaws
of the pairs thereof being oppositely arched laterally
outwardly to define .an open space of substantial size
between the jaws in closed position thereof, -said loop
members being anchored to the jaws at points interme-
diate said axis and the respective said intuined upper
ends, whereby when the carrier is supported by said han-
dle swaud opposnely looped portions tend to draw oppo-
site pairs of ]aWa foward : closed  position  theréof; said
loop members in the open position of the respective- pairs
i6f jaws being supported by the lower :portiofis 6f the
jaws, whereby the weight of golf cliubs: cradled on the loop
members tends to retain the jaws open.

9. A golf club carrier as set forth in claim 1, said jaws
of the pairs thereof being oppositely arched laterally out-
wardly to define an open space of substantial size between
the jaws in closed position thereof, said loop members
being anchored to the jaws at points intermediate said axis
and the respéctive said inturned upper ends, whereby
when the carrier is supported by said hanadle said oppo-
sitely looped portions tend to draw opposite pairs of jaws
toward closed position thereof, the portions of said jaws
intermediate said anchoring points and the upper ends of
the faws having thereon a covering of non-abrasive mate-
rial.

10. A golf club carrier comprising: an elongated rigid
element; longitudinally spaced pairs of jaws pivotally
mounted on said element and havmg connector means by
which the jaws of the respective pairs are relatively piv-
otable in unison between open and ¢losed positions; said
jaws having rigidly connected leg means exte'mding below
said longitudinal axis for supporting the jaw means in
spaced relation above a supporting surface; handle means;
and flexible Ioop means -between said handle means -and
opplosite said-jaws.of the respeictive pairs, ténding to draw
the opposite jaws toward closed position with respect to
each other when the carrier s ‘suppoited only by the
handle means through said lodp means; said loop meaits
in' the closed position of the jaws forming portions for
supporting reception of 2ol clubs thérein and i in the open
position of the jaws providing for free passage of ‘the
cllubs ‘inwardly and outwardly between the jaws; said leg
means ‘being anomarly disposed 1atera11y of said axis in
the open posmon of the jaws, and being closely adjacent
in’ the closed position of the jaws.
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