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The present invention relates to improve-
ments in the construction and operation of
figure toys, and more especially to that type
of toy which automatically walks, jumps, or

8 hops down an inclined track or plane.

Heretofore, the interest and attractiveness
of toys of this type has been considerably
lessened due to the fact that the toy when
placed on an inclined surface has a tendency

10 {0 move sidewise and unless under constant
observation will fall off of the track before
it reaches the lower end thereof.

An important object of the present inven-
tion is to provide means for guiding or con-

18 trolling the direction of movement of an ani-
mal or figure toy on an inclined track so that
once the toy starts down the track, it will
travel in a straight or predetermined path
without danger of falling off of the track be-

20 fore it reaches the bottom thereof.

Amother object comprehends the provision
of means for causing the simultaneous actu-
ation of different parts of the animal body
so that the toy in its downward movement
on the track will simulate the natural or life-
like characteristics of the animal depicted by
the toy. p

A further object consists in providing an
inclined track with a guide rib which extends
longitudinally of the upper surface thereof
and terminates short of each end of the track
so as to detachably receive a supporting stand
at its raised end. ; ’

A further object is to provide a supporting
stand for engaging the elevated end of the
track, said stand comprising a ground en-
gaging portion and a laterally offset clip for
receiving the upper end of the inclined track
to maintain it at the desired inclination and
also permit parts of the track to be readily
assembled or dismantled so that when not in
use the track and support may assume a com-
pact form.

Another object is to provide a reversible
walking toy with means for guiding it down
an inchined surface.

Other objects and advantages of the inven-
tion will become apparent from the following
description when taken in conjunction with

"% the accompaying claims.

Referring to the drawings in which is
shown several embodiments of the invention:

Figure 1is a perspective view-of the inven-
tion showing a reversible walking toy being
guided in its downward movement on the
track. ' ' '

Figure 2 is an enlarged detail view of Fig-
ure 1 with parts in section for the purpose
of illustration.
~ Figure 38 is a sectional view taken substan-
tially along the line 3—3 of Figure 2.

Figure 4 is a side elevation of a modified .
form of the invention shown in full lines,
one position of the parts of the animal body,
and in dotted lines a different position of said
parts caused by the downward movement
of the toy. St

Figure 5 is a sectional view taken substan-
tially along the line 5—5 of Figure 4.

Figure 6 is a sectional view of the upper
end of the inclined track showing its con-
nection with the supporting stand.

Figure 7 is a detail side elevation of a fur-
ther modification.

Referring to the drawings in which like
numerals indicate like parts in the several
views, and more particularly Figure 1, 10 in-
dicates the body of a walking figure toy,

‘which, for convenience of illustration, has-
been shown as a duck. The body 10 has piv-
otally connected thereto, the legs 11 by the
pin 12 (Figure 3), the swinging movement
of the legs being limited by the stop pin 13
which moves in an opening 14 in the body
10 so that when. the toy is placed on an in-
clined surface or track 15, the curved lower
end portions 11’ of each leg 11 will coact
with the inclined track to impart an oscil-
lating advancing movement to the toy in a
manner well known in this art.

In order to prevent the toy from falling
off the track 15 before it reaches the bottom
thereof, means are provided for insuring the
toy moving in a straight or predetermined
path down the track, which means consist in
providing the upper side of the track 15 with
a longitudinally extending guide rib 16 which
is preferably positioned medially of the
track and arranged to fit into a curved groove 100
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or recess 17 formed in the concave bottom
17’ of the body 10.

While the inclined surface 15 is shown pro-
vided with the rib for fitting into the recess
formed in the body of the toK, it is obvious
that these parts may be interchanged.

The bottom 17’ of the toy body 10 is so
curved, and the legs 11 pivoted to the bedy
in such a manner that the toy is reversible in
its movement on the track, that is to say,
either end of the toy may constitute the front
or leading end as clearly shown in the two
positions of the toy in Figure 1.

The rib 16 of the inclined track 15 prefera-
bly terminates short of each end of the track
to provide the smooth portions 18 that are ar-
ranged to detachably receive the clip 19 of
the supporting stand 20. The supporting
stand 20 is preferably stamped from metal
and has its upper end bent to form the lat-
erally disposed recess 21’ (Figure 6) which
receives the upper end of the track 15 and con-
stitutes the clip 19 by virtue of which the
track may be detachably supported in the de-
sired inclined position. The stand 20 is of
such a height as to insure the inclination of
the track to be such as to effect the proper
downward movement of the toy when placed
thereon. When not in use the track 15 and
stand 20 may readily be dismantled to as-
sume a compact form.

In the modification of the invention illus-
trated in Figure 4, the body 21 is represented
as that of a rabbit, and has its legs 22 pivot-
ed thereto by the pin 23. The swinging
movement of the legs 22 are limited by the
pin 24 which is positioned in a recess 25 in
the lower portion of the body 21. The down-
ward movement of the toy on the track 26
is guided or controlled by the rib 27 which
extends from the upper surface of the track
and fits into a curved recess or groove 28 in
the underside of the body 21. In order that
the animal depicted by the toy may have parts
thereof simulate the lifelike characteristics
of the animal when in motion, the ears 29 are
pivoted as at 30 to the body 21 and are op-
eratively connected to the legs 22 by a link
31 so that as the toy moves down the track,
the movement of the legs 22 imparts a si-
multaneous actuation of the ears 29, caus-
ing them to swing from the position shown
in full lines in Figure 4 to the dotted line
position. It will be noted that the connec-
tion of the ears 29 to the legs 22 is such that
when the legs swing forwardly the ears are
raised, which is a characteristic of the move-
ment of these parts of a live rabbit when it
runs. ;

Obviously, any part desired-of an animal
or figure toy may be arranged to be actuated
in the same manner as the ears 29.

In the form of the invention shown in
Figure 7, there is illustrated a hopping, leap-
ing or jumping toy in the form of a monkey
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31 that has its rear legs 32 pivoted thereto
as at 33 and its front legs 34 formed so that
when the toy is placed on an inclined track
35, the rear legs 32 swing about their pivot
to cause the body and the legs 34 to oscillate
so as to impart a hopping or jumping down-
ward movement to the toy. By proviging the
track 85 with a rib 36, the toy 31 will be guid-
ed in its path down the track and thus be pre-
vented from falling off thereof before it
reaches the bottom. The rib 86 is of such
a height that the upward movement of the
front legs 34 will not be sufficient to jump
over it, thus insuring the controlling of the
toy 31 in its downward movement on the
track 35.

It is to be understood that the several forms
of the invention shown and described are
merely illustrative of different embodiments
which the invention may assume, and that

70
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such changes may be made thereto as fall -

within the purview of one skilled in the art

without departing from the spirit of the in-

vention and the scope of the appended claims.
I claim:

90

1. In combination with an inclined track °

having a guide rib extending from the upper
surface thereof, an animal simulating toy
arranged to move down the track, said toy
including a body provided with a recess ar-
ranged to engage said rib, spaced members
pivoted to the sides of the body and adapted

to coact with the track for imﬁarting an

oscillating movement to the toy when mount-

ed on the track.

25

100

2. In combination with an inclined track

‘having a medially disposed guide rib in the

upper surface thereof, a figure toy. arranged
to move down the track, said toy including

a body having a concave bottom provideg

with a recess arranged to receive said rib; and
a member pivoted to the body and coacting
with the track to impart an oscillating ad-
vancing movement to the toy. o

3. In combination with an inclined track
having a medially disposed guide rib extend-
ing longitudinally thereof, an animal simu-
lating toy arranged to move down the track,
said toy including a body having a curved

bottom surface provided with an arcuately !

disposed recess arranged to receive said rib,
a pair of spaced members pivoted to the body
and coacting with the track to impart an
oscillating advancing movement to the toy.

4. In combination with an inclined track
havinga rib extending fromtheupper surface
thereof, a reversible walking toy arranged to
move down the track, said toy inqlucﬁng a
body having a curved track engaging portion
provided with an arcuately disposed recess,

said recess arranged to receive said rib for

guiding the toy on the track, a pair of mem-
bers pivoted to the sides of the body and hav-
ing curved end portions arranged to engage

the track and coact therewith to impart an,
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oscillating advancing movement to either
end of the toy when positioned on the track.

5. An inclined track for walking toys com-
prising a flat member having a rib extending

longitudinally from the upper surface there-

of, a support for one end of the track and
means detachably connecting the support to
the track.

6. An inclined track for walking toys com-
prising a flat member having a rib extending
longitudinally from the upper surface there-
of and terminating short of the ends of said
member, a support and means detachably con-
necting the support to one end of the track.

7. An inclined track for walking toys com- .

prising a flat member having a rib extending
longitudinally from the upper surface there-
of and terminating short of the ends of said
member, and a support having a laterally
offset clip arranged fo engage one end of said
member.

8. In combination with a track having a
substantially flat inclined surface, a figure
toy arranged to move automatically on the
track, said toy having means coacting with
the track for imparting an oscillating ad-
vancing movement to the toy, and means on
the upper surface of the track coacting with
complementary means on the toy for direct-
ing the path of movement of the toy on the
track.

9. In combination with a track having an
inclined flat surface, an animal simulating
toy arranged to move automatically down
the track, means pivoted to the toy coacting
with the track for imparting an oscillating

‘advancing movement to the toy, and means

on the upper surface of the track and coact-
ing with complementary means on the toy for
directing the path of moveément of the toy on
the track.

10. In combination with a track having an
inclined flat surface, an animal simulating
toy arranged to move automatically down the
track, means pivoted to the toy coacting with
the track for imparting an oscillating ad-
vancing movement to the toy, means on the
upper surface of the track and coacting with
complementary means on the toy for direct-

in
trfck, movable parts connected to the body,
and means simultaneously actuating the
parts upon the oscillation of the body during
its downward movement,

11. In combination with a track having an
inclined flat surface, an animal simulating
toy arranged to move automatically down
‘the track, said toy including a body having
legs pivoted thereto and coacting with the
track to impart an oscillating advancing
movement to the toy, ears pivoted to the
body, means operatively connecting the ears
to the legs whereby to cause their simul-
taneous actuation upon the movement of the
toy, and means on the upper surface of the

the path of movement of the toy on the

3

track coacting with complementary means on
the toy for maintaining the toy in a prede-
termined path in its downward movement on
the track. - o

12. In combination with an inclined track,
an animal simulating toy arranged to move-
down the track, sai§ toy including a body,
spaced members pivoted to the body and
adapted to coact with the track for impart-
ing an oscillating movement to the toy when

mounted on the track, and complemental rib

and groove means on the toy and track for
guiding the toy along a predetermined path
down said track.

13. In combination with an inclined track,
an animal simulating toy arranged to move
down the track, said toy including a body,
spaced legs pivoted to the body and adapted
to coact with the track for imparting an os-
cillating movement to the toy when mounted

on the track, complemental rib and groove.

means on the toy and track for guiding the
toy along a predetermined path down said
track, a pair of additional body members
mounted on the body for movement inde-
pendently of the body, and means operative-
ly connecting said body members with the
legs whereby to cause simultaneous actua-
tion of the body members upon movement
of the toy.

14. In combination with an inclined track,
a figure toy arranged to move down the
track, said toy including a body, a member
pivoted to the body and coacting with the
track to impart an oscillating advancing
movement to the toy, and complemental rib
and groove means on the bottom of the toy
body and the track to guide the toy along a
predetermined path on said track in the
course of its oscillating movement.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set

my hand.
WILLIAM 1. RAVERT.
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