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My invention relates to sign constructions
and has particular reference to a transparent
sign in which the sign indicia appears as a

.luminous outline in a transparent back-
g ground.. I have discovered that in the prac-
tice of constructing signs employing tubular
lamps bent into the configuration of the de-
sired sign indicia, a pleasing and effective sign
.-may be formed by suspending the tubular
‘1o lamp or lamps upon a transparent back-
ground. :

1t is, therefore, an object of my invention
to provide a sign construction in which a

- tubular lamp outlining the sign indicia is se-
15 cured to and supported upon a transparent
background device. :

Another object of my invention is to pro-
vide a sign construction as defined in the pre-

..cceding paragraph in which a pair of glass
20 plates are arranged upon opposite sides of a
tubular lamp and in which the lamp is sup-
ported upon one of the plates in spaced rela-
tion to the edges of the plate.
- Another object of the invention is to pro-
25 vide mounting means for a sign construction
embodying a pair of transparent plates be-

tween which is secured a tubular lamp and in -
s gWhich the supporting device constitutes a

wspacer for the plates and a terminal support
80 through which electrical conductors may be
connected to the tubular lamp. '

Other objects of my invention will be ap-
parent from a study of the following specifi-

;, cations, read in connection with the accom-
35 panying drawing wherein ‘

Figure 1isa front elevational view of a sign
constructed in accordance with my invention ;
and

qi. Figure 2 is an end view of the sign con-
40 struction illustrated in Fig. 1.

Referring to the drawing, I have illus-
trated a sign construction comprising a pair
of plates 1 and 2, these plates being formed

.=+ of transparent or translucent material, such.
45 as clear glass, or glass which has been tinted
or otherwise colored.

The plates 1 and 2 are illustrated as being
the same size and shape, the shape illustrated

.- being that of a rectangle. The two plates 1
50 and 2 are illustrated as being joined together
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aftheir -two, upper corners asiby. mear
supporting blocks 8,and 4. The supporting
blocks 3,and 4 may: be constructed of any suit<
able material, and each comprises a.bar 5;0f. &=
substantially rectangular cross sectionhaying. 55
a,downwardly depending lug 6 of such; thick-.
ness as is desired for the spacing between the
plates Land 2.~ 5, 5o i Gy L sl

. The lug 6 is;illustrated.as being.somewhat, =
thinner than the bar 5 so;as to- permit;the: 60-
plates 1 and 2 to be flush with the outer edges.
of the bar 5 when engaged firmly against, the
lug 6. A suitable bolt 7 passing through both
plates 1,and 2,and the lug 6 holds the;several
membersin assembled position. :An upstand-. 65
ing Jug 8 formed upon;the.bar 5 may,be em-
ployed to,engage.a;suitable supporting chain.

9. by which the entire sign construction may

be suspended. .. .,

- The lower corne

o
34
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o148l ors.of.the plates 1 and 2:are: 70
illustrated -as being secured together as:by.
means of, bolts 10 passing through the, two.
plates and-having.a spacer sleeve 11 thereon.
to insprethe substantially same spacing of the. €%
lower edges of the plates as that,proyided by 75
the lug 6 for the upper edges of the plates.. ;...

A tubular lamp, 12 is;illustrated:as being
beng.into the form;qutlining the- desired: sign.
indicja; ; In the llustration in Fig. 1, this ins. &
dicia is represented by the word “Sign?.: The. 80

~ rear;plate 1. may be drilled, asissindicated.at.. -

13, to.permit the,passage-therethrough.of ai
tie-wire 14 surrounding the tubular:lamp:12
tosecure thelamp to the rear plate of thesign.. %
As many. of the tie;wires 14 as.is necessary 85
to suppart.one or;more lamps. on.which.the -
indicia may be formed, may be.employed. : ..
.helﬁupply-q_f; electrical :¢current.to: the tu-.

ular, Jamp may be suitably. connected to the: @
lamps;-as by, connectingthe terminals 15:and. 90 »

16 of the lamp to.a suitable electric power sup-::
ply. by means;of.conductors. 17 .and 18.. The
conductors,17:may he.of relatively fine: wwire:.
so.as to be substantially invisible when the: #
sign_is yiewed and is -preferably,extended: 9
through .an" opening; 19.in: the.-supporting;

bar 5 from, whieh. an; enclosing: insulating:
tube -20. may estend: upwardly.to;surround..
the,wire 17 and  properly insulate the same; 8
against possible contact with.the chain 9 or 100
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_ other supportmg device When the conductor
- 17 must be carried to some remote point for

6

_connection to the necessary transformer and

their electric-controlling devices which may
be employed in connection with my sign.
It will be understood that where des1red

o the rear plate may be omitted and the lamp

10
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.12 may be attached to the rear side of the front -
plate thereby forming a lighter construction
than that which will'be formed by. the use of

“both front and rear plates.

"With the construction herein illustrated
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indicia secured in the space between said
plates, means in said block for securing a sup-
port thereto, an opening through said block
alineable with the space between said glass
plates -for passing an electrieal conductor
therethrough- to connect with said: tubular
lamp, and an insulated housmg for- said con-
ductor ‘insertable in said-openi g and ex-
tending alongside said, support. . -

‘Signed at Los Angeles, Cahforma thls 16

day of March, 1931.
R JOHN W HARRIS

- and described the appearance of the sign

when in use is that the indicia is suspended by . . .. T

ported in space.

vleetlng the colors-of the illumination pro-
~ duced by the tubular lamp and by selecting
the color of the transpal ent plates 1f color is’

desired for the same.:

‘While I have illustrated and descrlbed the"

preferred embodiment of my invention, I do

not desire to -be limited to any of the detallsl'
shown or described hereln, except as deﬁned'

in the appended cliims.’
“Tclaim: A

1 Inasign constr;ictmn employmg tubular .

v ‘lamps, a pair of ‘transparent plates, means:
| “securing said: plates in spaced ‘paiallel rela-
tion to: ‘each other comprlsi‘ng a block of 1j-
sulating material resting upon the edges of
said plates and having a depending tongue
+ extending between said plates to constitute a
spacer therefor means on said block for se-:
curing’ a support thereto, a tubular lamp

forming sigri indicia imposed in the space be-
tween said: plates; and electrical conductors

“ secured tosaid insulating block for supplymv :

current to said lamp. -

~2.-In a sign construction employmcr a tubu— :
lar lamp, a pair of transparent plates; means-
- securing sa1d plates in spaced parallel rela- -
‘tion to each other- comprlslng a block of in-

sulating ‘material resting upon the edges of
said plates and having a depending tongue

‘extending between said plates to constltute a
spacer therefor, a tubular lamp forming sign,
‘indicia secured: in the space between. said
plates, means on said block for securing:a

support thereto, and an opening through the

- block alineable with the space between said
glass  for passing an. électrical conductor
"therethrough to connect “with said tubular

lamp:

-8. Inasign constructlon employlng a tubu-

lar lamp, a pair of transparent plates, means

securing said plates in spaced -parallel rela- -
~“tion to each other comprising a block of insu-

lating material resting upon the edges of said
. plates and having a dependmg tongue ex-
tending between said plates to constitute a -
tubulark lamp forming sign

spacer therefor,

18.some invisible means, the transparent plates: = -

*  permifting vision dlrectly therethrough so’
. -that the uubular lamp is apparently unsup-
The entire featture may be
given a pleasing appearance by properly se-
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