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- This invention relates to what are commonly
referred to as brassiéres, and particularly to de-

vices of this kind constructed in a manner to.
support the breasts in youthful form; and the -

-object of the invention is to provide a brassiére of
the character described, each breast supporting

portion of which comprises a supporting or brac-:.

ing band disposed upon the lower portion of the
breast- and extending upwardly along the sides
of the breast in a manner to support the upper

portion of the breast in an exposed manner, and’
still further in providing on the upper edge of

the breast supporting band & flap or segment ar--
ranged from the cemtral nipple portion. of the
breast substantially to the outer- sides thereof:
and covering & portion of the top of the breast

adjacent the nipple in retaining the .breasts-

against displacement from said bands; a further

object being to provide a brassiére of the char-
20 in constructing such breast pockets to maintain

acter described wherein each band comprises: a

substantially straight upper edge, a curved lower -

edge, and a substantially straight outer edge; a
further object being to provide each supporting

band with an upper supporting strap extend
¢ > g 25 breasts. . In overcoming these objectionable fea-

from the corner portions of the upper edge of the

band and of sufficient length to encircle the up-

per portion of the base of the breast to form
means engaging shoulder. straps for supporting
the brassiére upon the body of the wearer; a fur-
ther object being to provide a body encircling
strap attached to the outer edge of each band
where the lower edge joins sald outer edge, said

strap supporting the rear ends of the shoulder -

straps and having means detachably coupling
the ends of the body encircling siraps at the
back; a further object being to provide elastic
and non-elastic strap members joining and spac-
ing adjacent inner edge portions of said bands
intermediate the breasts; and 2 still further ob-

Ject being to provide breast supporting bands of .~
of reinforced material -
porting the breasts in

relatively fitm material o
in maintaining and o

-youthful position: and with these and other ob-
jects in view, the invention consists in a garment

of the class and for the purpose specified, which

is simple in construction, efficient in use, and
which is constmcted as hereinafter described
and claimed,

The invention is fully disclosed in the following
specification, of which the accompanying draw--

ing forms & part, in-which the separate parts of
my improvement aredesignated by . reference -

characters in each of the views, and in which:
Fig. 1 is a perspective front view of & brassiére

(CL 2--42)

illustrating the parts. substant,lally in a position SR

~ for use. L
Fig.2is a partial section on the line 2—2 of -

'Flgl..,

.§.. . Fig. 3'is'a front ’view of one of the breast sup- "

porting meimbers 'of the brassiére.

Fig. 4 is a view- similar to Fig. 2 showing a -

- modified adaptation of the invention, and .
Fig. 5 is a dlagrammatic view illustrating the/-

10 general structure-of the breast supporting bands - ... - -
in extended position, as employed in Figs. 1 to 4

- inclusive. -
-In the construction of brassiéres and- similar :
‘garments of this-type and kind, it has been the

15 common practice to employ what are commonly

-referred to as breast supporting pockets; that is
" to say, members which would completely. recelve:
and cover the entire breast or at least the major
portion thereof. - Many efforts have been made -

‘youthful form of the breasts. However, in most
instances, the structure in attempting to correct
one defect, namely that of raising the breasts,
is counteracted by a tendency to depress the

tures, I have constructed a brassiére wherein the
conventional pocket structure -has been elimi-
nated and supplemented by the use of what may
be termed bands which engage the lower portion

3 of the breasts as well as the sides thereof at a

 point above the central portion of the breast so
as to form of the bands what may be termed sup-
porting or bracing members which raise the
breasts and support them in youthful position.

45 By supporting the upper corner portions of the-

band in loop-shaped straps which encircie the
breasts at the base thereof and are attached to-
the shoulder straps of the brassiére, the breasts
are supported with the’ major part of the top of

40 the breasts exposed,

To maintain the breasts in firm position and
against displacement, I also employ cenirally of
the upper edge of the bands and extending well
to fhe outer sides thereof, flanged portions en-

45 gaging the nipples of the breasts and arranged

over a part of the top of the breasts. Further, .

by constructing the barnds of a relatively rigid -
*and firm material or by reinforcing a flexible

material through the rhedium of stays,:fhese-

50 bands will form what might be termed support-
ing shields or plates which firmly and yet com- -~ -

fortably, support the breasts-in: raised or. youth~
‘ ful position.

S In the accompanying drawmg, I have shown, e
5 for the purpose ‘of mustra.tion two of the many




o
adaptations of this invention; Figs. 1 fo 3 In-

clusive showing one form of construction, and

" Fig. 4 illustrating a modified form of structure.
In Figs. 1 to 3 inclusive, the bras:!ire generally
is indicated at 10 and comprises two substantially
similar bands 11, {ig forming-breast supporting
members. - These bands are joined at adjacent
edges by one non-exfensible strap 12 and three
elastic straps {3. Upper and outer corner por-
~tions of the bands Ii, {fa are joined by strap
loops i4, l4a to which are fixedly or slidably
attached the forward ends of shoulder straps 185,
i5a. The rear ends of the straps 15, 15a are at-

tached to body encircling straps (8, IGa, and the .

forward ends are attached to corner portions 17
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material in itself is not sufficient to accomplish

- this result.

10

15

of each of the bands i1, ffa. The rear ends are -

detachably coupled .by suitable couplings 18.
These rear ends may also include elastics 19 to
provide yieldable mounting of the straps {6, 16a
upon the body of the wearer.

To the upper edge 20 of the bands |1, fla is
attached a flange, segment, or flap 21, which is
disposed primarily to the outer sides of the bands

14, but includes a central shirred portion 22 to
receive the nipple of the breast, with a short
section 23 extending to the central portion of
the band, but short of the end thereof. As will
be seen from a consideration of Fig. 2, the seg-

‘ment or flap 2{ protrudes forwardly of the band
11 when arranged upon the body of the wearer.

20

- At 2la are shown flanges or other members
similar to the members 21 in Figs 1 to 3 inclu-
'sive, which: will be composed of fabrics, nettings,
lace, or the like. The structure of Fig. 4 will
otherwise be the same as the structure shown
in Figs. 1 to 3 inclusive insofar as the use of the
various straps and couplings is concerned.

In both forms of construction, the band mem-
bers are formed from blanks such as illustrated
at 28 in Fig. 5 of the drawing. These blanks are
shaped to form relatively straight upper edges
28, curved inner and lower edges 30, and a sub-
stantially straight outer edge 31 arranged at an
angle less than 90° to the edge 29. The outer
edge 31 joins the curved edge 30 in a cornmer
portion 32 to which straps 33 similar to the straps
16, t6a are attached. At 34 is shown the attach-
ment of the straps loops similar to the loops i4,
fda to the upper corner portions of the bands.
At 35 is shown the strap similar to the strap 12,
and at 36, three elastic straps similar to the -
straps 13.

The illustration in Fig. 5 of the drawing is to
show the approximate angular arrangement of
the different straps with respect to the odd

_ shaped contour of the band blanks 28 employed.

30

The purpose of this construction is to leave the -

major part of the breast exposed and particu-
larly the adjacent upper portions of the breast.
The flanged portions 2f extend upwardly onto
the breasts a sufficlent degree to retain the
breasts in proper position on the bands 11, {ia
and so as to prevent relative displacement be-
tween the breasts and said bands.
: In the construction shown in Figs. 1 to 3 in-
clusive, the bands ({, tla may be composed of
any suitable type of fabric, lace or combination
of lace and fabric of the freely flexible type and
kind, in which event, a plurality of stays 24 are
arranged vertically in the central portion of the
bands to provide irm supports directly beneath
the central portion of the breasts. It is also pre-
ferred that the lower ends 24a of these stays
curve outwardly so that the lower edge 25 of
the bands 11, 1la, will fold to a slight degree
to rest flatly upon the body of the wearer around
the breasts, as is partially indicated in Fig. 2
of the drawing.
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In Fig. 4 of the drawing is shown a slight modi- -

fication which consists in the use of a rubber
or other composition sheet material 26 in form-
ing each of the bands and in using an inner fac-
ing 26a of any suitable soft materials, The sheet
26 including the facing 26a will have perfora-
tions 27 of any desired arrangement thereon and
of any suitable contour to provide ventilation
and further to reduce the weight of the material
employed in said bands.

In some instances, the bands 26 may be com-
posed of a semi-rigid but readily flexible ma-
terial such as sheet rubber, but this material
may be of various synthetic materials including
acetates and the like having sufficient flexibility
to assume the arc-shaped form to fit the breasts
of the wearer, while at the same time having
sufficient transverse rigidity to support the

55
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. breasts in raised position without the use of .

stays or other reinforcements. In other iIn-
stances, the structure of the bands may be so

devised as to give the required rigidity if the 75

It will be understood, however, that when the
brassiére is in use, the corner portions of the
bands to which the straps equivalent to the straps
14, (4a are attached, extend upwardly to the
sides of each breast to a point above the central
portion of the breast, as is indicated in Fig. 2
of the drawing. The straps loops (4, 14a extend
around the upper portion of the breast at the
'base thereof, thus the base of the breast will
be completely encircled by the edges 30, 31 in
combination with the straps loops 34 as will be
apparent.

It will also be apparent that the upper edge
29 of the band devices, or in other words, the
edge 20 as seen in Figs. 1 to 3 inclusive, is dis-
posed below the nipple of the breast but in close -
proximity thereto, whereas the flange or flap
members 21 extend over the nipple and upon part
of the upper portion of the breast, firmly sup-
porting the same within the curved hand. The
band members of the brassiére when arranged
upon the, breasts assume what might be termed
arc-shaped supporting members, and these mem-
bers may be composed in themselves of rigid ma-
terials, capable of the bending or flexure to con-
form with the breasts while maintaining the
vertical rigidity to support the breasts in raised
position, or the materials may be of the flexible
type, reinforced by stays or other bracing mem-
bers. These supporting bands or other members
form upon the body of the wearer what might
be termed open pockets in which the breasts
seat or rest comfortably while being supported
in raised youthful position. It will also be ap-
parent that in referring to brassiéres, that it is
intended that my invention relates to brassidére
structures as applied to garments of this type
and kind per se or as may be applied to gar-
ments including brassidres as a combination
thereof.

Having fully described my invention, what I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is:

1. A garment of the class described comprising
two substantially similar breast receiving and
supporting members, each of said members com-
prising a band disposed on the lower portion and
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" sides only of the breast, a segment of concave

contour attached to the upper edge of the band, -

said segment overlying the nipple and adjacent
area of the breast leaving the major part of the
upper portion of the breast exposed, means join-
ing adjacent ends of said bands intermediate the
breasts, loop-shaped straps joining the ends of
each. band, means attached to the outer edges
of the bands and detachably coupled at the back
of the wearer to retain the garment around the
body, and shoulder straps coupled with said last
named means and with said loop-shaped straps
in supporting the: brassiére upon the shoulders
of the wearer, the upper edge of said segments
being free of the loop-shaped straps.
2. A garment of the class described comprising
" two substantially similar breast receiving and
supporting members, each of said members com-
prising a band disposed on the lower portion and
sides only of the breast, a segment of concave
~ contour attached to the upper edge of the band,
said segment overlying the nipple and adjacent
area of the breast leaving the major part of the
upper portion of the breast exposed, means join-
ing adjacent ends of said bands intermediate the
- breasts, loop-shaped straps joining the ends of
each band, means attached to the outer edges of
the bands and detachably coupled at the back
of the wearer to retain the garment around the
body, shoulder straps coupled with said last
named means and with said loop-shaped straps
in . supporting the brassiére upon the shoulders
_ of the wearer, the upper edge of said segments
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being free of the loop-shaped straps, and. said

bands having means imparting rigid characteris-
tics to at least the central portions thereof to
firmly support the breasts in raised position. -

3. A garment of the class described comprising
two substantially similar breast recelving and
supporting members, each of said members com-
prising a band disposed on the lower portion and
sides only of the breast, a segment of concave
contour attached to the upper edge of the band,
said segment overlying the nipple and adjacent
area of the breast leaving the major part of the
upper portion of the breast exposed, means join-
ing adjacent ends of said bands intermediate the

33
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breasts, loop-shaped straps joining the ends of

each band, means attached to the outer edges of
the bands and detachably coupled at the back
of the wearer to retain the garment around phe

3

body, shoulder straps coupled with said la.st
named means and with said loop-shaped straps
in supporting the brassiére upon the shoulders
of the wearer, the upper edge of said segments

_being free of the loop-shaped straps, said bands

having means imparting rigid characteristics to
at least the central portions thereof to firmly
support the breasts in raised position, said means
comprising stays arranged vertically in the cen-
tral portions of said bands, and the lower ends
of said stays being offset outwardly to fit snugly
upon the body of the wearer beneath the breasts.

4. A garment of the class described comprising
two substantially similar breast receiving and
supporting members, each of said members com-
prising a band disposed on the lower portion and
sides only of the breast, a segment of concave
contour attached to the upper edge of the band,
said segment overlying the nipple and adjacent
area of the breast leaving the major part of the
upper portion of the breast exposed, means join-
ing adjacent ends of said bands intermediate the
breasts, loop-shaped straps joining the ends of
each band, means attached to the outer edges of
the bands and detachably coupled at the back of
the wearer to retain the garment around the
body, shoulder straps coupled with sald last

‘named means and with said loop-shaped straps

in supporting the brassiére upon the shoulders
of the wearer, the upper edge of said segments
being free of the loop-shaped straps, and each
of said bands being composed of a sheet of semi-
rigid perforated material including an inner fac-
ing of soft material.

5. A brassiére of the class described compris-
ing two substantially similar breast receiving and
supporting members, each of said members com-
prising a band disposed on the lower portion and
sides only of the breast, a segment of concave
contour attached to the upper edge of the band, -
sald segment overlying the nipplé and adjacent
area of the breast leaving the major parts of the
upper portion of the breast exposed, means join~
ing the adjacent ends of sald bands, and means
comprising back and shoulder straps attached to -
said members and independent and free of said
segments for supporting sald members upon the
body of the wearer in the support of the breasts
by sald members and sesments
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