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LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 1-12

A protective shield comprising a transparent non-spherical dome or shell delimiting a hollow interior space for
receiving facial and cranial regions of a user? s head therein, said non-spherical dome or shell having a
boundary edge thereof that delimits an opening of said hollow interior space through which said facial and
cranial regions of said user?s head are admitted into said hollow interior space, said opening having an
elongated primary dimension measured in one direction thereacross and configured with sufficient length to
accommodate a chin-to-crown measurement of the user?s head in an inferior- superior anatomical direction,
and a shorter secondary dimension measured in a cross-wise direction to said primary dimension and
configured with sufficient length to accommodate a narrower width measurement of the user? s head in a
lateral anatomical direction.

2. claim: 13

A protective shield for shielding facial and cranial regions of a user?s head, said protective shield comprising a
singular unitary piece of transparent material comprising an upper cranial portion arranged to overlie a top of
the user?s head, at least at a frontal scalp thereof, a lower facial portion arranged to hang downwardly from
the cranial portion over the facial region of the user? s head, and one or more support protrusions that are
integrally formed in, or attached to, said cranial portion and jut downwardly from an underside thereof relative
to surrounding surface areas of said underside of the cranial portion for resting of said support protmsions
against the top of the user?s head so as to support said surrounding surface areas in elevated relation over
the top of the user? s head to enable airflow therebetween.

3. claim: 14

A one-piece adjustable length headband for support of a protective shield on a users head, said headband
comprising a singular unitary strip of foam material having al length dimension in which said strip of foam
material is elongated relative to width and thickness dimensions thereof that are orthogonal to both one
another and to said length dimension, said strip of foam material having opposing first and second ends
between which said length dimension is measured, said strip of foam material having a barbed tail region
spanning a partial length of the length dimension from the first end toward the second end, and a widened end
region that resides adjacent the second end and is of greater measure in the width dimension than said barbed
tail region, said strip of foam material being flexibly bendable in said length dimension to bring the first and
second ends toward one another to form a closed loop, said barbed tail region being barbed on opposing sides
thereof,and said the widened end region having at least one receiver opening therein through which the first
end is insertable to engage the barbed tail through said receiver opening, whereupon the barbed sides of the
barbed tail region resist pulling of the first end back through said receiver opening, thereby securing the
headband in said closed loop, which is adjustable in size by pulling more of the barbed tail onward through
said receiver opening.

4. claim: 15

A two-piece adjustable length headband for support of a protective shield on a users head, said headband
comprising a first strip of foam material having a first pair of opposing ends separated from one another by a
length dimension of said first strip of foam material, and a second strip of foam material having a second pair
of opposing ends separated from one another by a length dimension of said second strip of foam material, one
of two widthwise faces of the first strip having a respective piece of hook or loop fastener thereon adjacent
each of the first pair of opposing ends, and one of two widthwise faces of the second strip having a respective
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piece of loop or hook fastener thereon adjacent each of the second pair of opposing ends that is matable with
one of the hook or loop fasteners on the first strip, whereby the first and second strips are connectable face-to-
face in end- overlapping fashion to form a closed loop,and at least one of the pieces of fastener is elongated in
the length dimension of the respective strip of foam material to enable coupling together of the two strips in
varying degrees of overlap to thereby adjustably size said headband.

None of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present (supplementary)
European search report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to
the first mentioned in the claims, namely claims: 1-12
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