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3,677,399 1 
PUZZLE POSTCARD 

The present invention relates to a puzzle postcard construc 
tion. 

It is the object of the present invention to provide a postcard 
in the nature of a puzzle which can be sent through the mails. 
A related object of the present invention is to provide a puzzle 
postcard in which the puzzle is securely mounted within a tray 
so that it will remain assembled in transit and will clearly show 
the picture which appears thereon. A further related object of 
the present invention is to provide a puzzle postcard which 
can be fabricated simply and easily in a highly efficient 
manner. Other objects and attendant advantages of the 
present invention will readily be perceived hereafter. 
The puzzle postcard of the present invention comprises a 

tray member having a front face and a rear face, a puzzle 
mounted on said front face, securing means for securing said 
puzzle onto said front face, and card means on said rear face 
of said tray member for carrying a message. 
The present invention will be more fully understood when 

the following portions of the specification are read in conjunc 
tion with the accompanying drawings wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the assembled puzzle post 
card and showing primarily the front thereof; 

FIG. 2 is a perspective view showing primarily the rear of 
the puzzle postcard; 

FIG. 3 is a fragmentary cross sectional view taken substan 
tially along line 3-3 of FIG. 1; 

FIG. 4 is a fragmentary cross sectional view taken substan 
tially along line 5-5 of FIG. 1; and 

FIG. S is an exploded view showing the manner in which the 
components are oriented relative to each other. 
The puzzle postcard 10 of the present invention includes a 

tray member 11 of generally rectangular form having a bottom 
12 with a front face 13 and a rear face 14. Tray 11 also has up 
standing side edges 15 and 16 extending throughout the length 
thereof and merging with upstanding ends 17 and 18. The up 
standing sides 15 and 16 and ends 17 and 18 define an up 
standing peripheral edge portion which confines the assem 
bled puzzle 19 therein. 

Puzzle 19 is fabricated from separate interlocking pieces 20 
which comprise a picture 21 of an object which is adhesively 
secured to a cardboard backing 22 which is thereafter diecut 
into the configuration shown in FIG.1. The bottom 12 of tray 
11 is preferably of the same thickness as the cardboard 
backing 22 and the upstanding peripheral portions 15, 16, 17 
and 18 are of the same thickness as the bottom of the tray. 
Preferably tray 11 is fabricated from plastic which may either 
be molded polystyrene or polyethylene. It can also be 
fabricated from wood, cardboard or any other suitable paper. 
The tray and the cardboard pieces are preferably of a 
thickness of 0.070 inches so as to provide the desired rigidity 
to the object so that it can be handled conveniently during 
mailing without being destroyed and which will still be light 
enough so as to be mailed at areasonably low postage fee. 

After the puzzle pieces have been assembled into the tray, 
the tray is wrapped with a plastic sheet 23 which forms an en 
velope or wrapping. Sheet 23 includes an upper portion 24 
which is folded over to lie above lower portion 25 with a con 
necting edge portion 26 therebetween. After the folding of 
sheet 23, the portion which will lie adjacent to upstanding 
edge 18 is heat-sealed at seam 27 so as to provide a closed 
edge adjacent edge 18. Thereafter the tray 12 with the puzzle 
20 therein is inserted into the envelope thus formed. The por 
tions of the envelope which are still open are heat-sealed at 
seams 28 and 29 to completely enclose the tray. It will be ap 
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2 
preciated that the sheet 23 is larger than the tray and that dur 
ing the heat-sealing of seams 27, 28 and 29, the excess plastic 
sheeting outside of the seams is cut away. The plastic sheeting 
which is used is known under the registered trademark 
CRYOVAC and is a transparent thermoplastic wrapping and 
packaging material. This material is heat-shrinkable. Thus, 
after the foregoing sealing has been effected, the assembly is 
heated at about 300 F. to cause the plastic sheeting 23 to 
shrink tightly about the tray12 containing the puzzle to produce a very firm tight package to positively confine the 
puzzle within the tray. 

After the foregoing wrapping procedure has been 
completed, the postcard 30 is adhesively secured to the plastic 
sheeting 25 on the rear face of the tray. It will be seen that the 
postcard 30 includes a space 31 for address, a space 32 for a 
stamp, and a space 33 for a message. The postcard 30 has a 
peripheral dimension which is equal to the peripheral dimen 
sion of the tray so that neither one extends beyond the other. 

It will thus be appreciated that the puzzle postcard can be 
sent through the mail and that the securing means consisting 
of the envelope and the tray will maintain the puzzle in assem 
bled condition in transit so that the picture on the puzzle can 
be viewed like a normal picture postcard. After the postcard is 
received by the addressee, the plastic envelope can be broken 
and the puzzle can be removed from the tray. It can therefore 
be assembled in the tray or out of the tray, and it can be stored 
in the tray when not in use. 
While the tray has been shown in a specific preferred form, 

it will be appreciated that it can assume other forms such as a 
substantially planar member without a peripheral edge such as 
depicted in the drawings. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A puzzle postcard comprising a tray having a front sur 

face and a rear surface and a plurality of peripheral edges, a 
puzzle having a front surface and a rear surface with said rear 
surface of said puzzle mounted on said front surface of said 
tray, a transparent wrapping comprising a plastic envelope of 
heat-shrunk material which is shrunk into tight engagement 
with said puzzle and said tray, said plastic envelope complete 
ly enclosing said tray and said puzzle and having a first portion 
extending across said front surface of said puzzle and a second 
portion extending over said edges and a third portion extend 
ing across said rear surface of said tray and providing a 
completely flat surface on said rear surface of said tray, and a 
postcard adhesively secured on said third portion of said en 
velope on said rear surface of said tray and lying completely 
outside of said envelope, said flat surface provided by said 
third portion of said envelope on said rear surface of said tray 
permitting said postcard to be firmly supported in flat condi 
tion by said rear surface of said tray. 

2. A puzzle postcard as set forth in claim 1 wherein said tray 
is fabricated of molded plastic and wherein said edges com 
prise upstanding sides formed integrally with said tray to con 
fine said puzzle on said tray. 

3. A puzzle postcard as set forth in claim 2 wherein said en 
velope includes a plurality of heat-sealed seams lying substan 
tially along said edges so as not to obstruct said puzzle and so 
as to permit said third portion to remain flat to receive said postcard. 

4. A puzzle postcard as set forth in claim 1 wherein said en 
velope includes a plurality of heat-sealed seams lying substan 
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tially along said edges so as not to obstruct said puzzle and so 
-as to permit said third portion to remain flat to receive said postcard. 
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