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1 Claim.
1

This invention relates to improvements in ap-
pliances for stretching and forming hats into
shape, particularly hats of the military type.

The principal object of the invention is the
employment of adjustable means whereby the
body portion and the hat band thereof can be
quickly and positively conformed to the desired
.shape. .

An additional cbject of the invention is the
employment of a device of the character de-
scribed that is.simple in construction, econom-
ical to manufacture, light in weight, yet strong
and durable, and highly efficient and serviceable
in use.

Other objects and advantages will be apparent
during the course of the following description.

In the accompanying drawing forming a part
of this specification and in which like numerals
are employed to designate like parts throughout
the same, )

g, 1 is a top plan view of the appliance con-
structed in accordance with our invention, and
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Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the same showing -

the appliance positionied within a hat of the mili-
tary type, the body of the hat, the band, and
the visor being shown in dotted line.

In the accompanying drawing wherein for the
purpose of illustration is shown a preferred em-
bodiment of our invention, the numerals 3 and 4
indicate a pair of wooden segments, each of
which is apertured to provide spaced radial open-~
ings 5. It will be noted that the inner ends of
each segment are grooved as at 6 and are in-
wardly tapered as at 7. The said ends in opera-

tive position are spaced one from the: other and -

are capable of receiving therebetween a wedge
plock 8 and a wedge block 9. It will be observed
that each of said blocks has an opening 10 there-
in and is tapered inwardly as at {1, and is like-
wise equipped with ribs or tongues 12 adapted to
be received in the grooves 6 of each of the seg-
ments. . The construction above recited serves
as the medium for stretching the body of the hat,
and the position of the wedges relative to the
segments when initiating the stretching opera-
tion, is disclosed to advantage in Fig. 1.

To obtain the maximum strétching operation
the wedgses are forced outwardly toward the pe-
ripheral edge of the hat body A. It is obvious
that intermediate degrees of stretching or form-
ing can be readily obtained by actuating the
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To further add to the serviceability of the ap-
pliance a pair of semi-circular metal bands are
employed. These bands are indicated by the nu-
merals i3 and (4, and are each provided with
spaced slotted lugs I5 that are formed at right
angles to the bands. Fastening elements such as
screws 16 serve to detachably secure the lugs to
the top surfaces of the segments. The said me-
tallic bands function to stretch the hat band
portion B and to shape the same during the hat
cleaning operation, By virtue of the adjustable
relationship of the screws to the slotted lugs the
said semi-circular bands 13 and (4 can be readily
adjusted to compensate for varying sizes of hat
bands. '

In the operation of the appliance, the hat to
be shaped and formed is first placed in an in-
verted position on a table or like support. One
of the segments is positioned within the hat on
one side thereof and because of its arcuate con-
struction will readily conform to the shape of the
hat. The other segment is then positioned with-
in the hat on the opposite side thereof. The
wedges are then moved inwardly with the tongues
I | positioned within the grooves 6, until the de-
sired stretching and forming operation has been
realized. Simultaneously the outer peripheries
of the metal bands i3 and 14 will be in contact

. with the inner peripheries of the hat band B.
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From the foregoing description considered in
connection with the accompanying drawing it

" will be obvious that we have devised a simplified
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wedges hetween the spaced ends of the segments -

to suit the condition that arises. The tongue
and groove connections employed will . readily
hold the appliance in the desired position, with-
out danger of accidental displacement thereof,

appliance that will readily carry out the objects
of the invention. L
Tt is to be understood that the form of our

“invention herewith shown and described is to be

taken as a preferred example of the same and
that various changes relative to the material,
size, shape and arrangement of parts may be re-
sorted to without departing from the spirit of
the invention or the scope of the subjoined claim.
" ‘Having thus described our invention, we claim:
An appliance comprising a pair of segmental

members having inner grooved tapered ends, a
pair of tapered wedges interposed between said
members, said wedges having tongues receivable
in the grooved ends of said segmental members
and eapable of expanding the latter to shape and
form the body portion of a hat, and a pair of
semi-circular bands secured to. said segmental
members and adapted to contact the band of a
hat in which said segmental members and said
wedges are positioned.
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