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United States Patent Office 3,213,576 
Patented Oct. 26, 1965 

3,213,576 
FASTENING MECHANISM FOR MARBLE FRONT 

w OF BURAL CRYPT 
Frederick E. Davies, 8 E. Cresta Way, Chula Vista, Calif. 
Continuation of application Ser. No. 126,295, July 24, 
1961. This application June 29, 1964, Ser. No. 380,981 

2 Claims. (Cl. 52-134) 
This present invention is a continuation of my copend 

ing application Serial No. 126,295, filed July 24, 1961, 
now abandoned. 
The present invention relates to burial vaults including 

a plurality of open front crypts arranged in tiers and in 
side-by-side relationship, and more particularly to such 
vaults having removals panels, each covering one of said 
open front crypts individually. 
Such vaults are usually formed of concrete, and, in the 

more ornate type, the outer walls are covered with a ma 
terial such as marble or material which simulates marble. 
Such covering, at the front usually include panels of mar 
ble or the like for the respective open fronts of the crypt. 

In practicing the present invention, an anchor is suitably 
buried at the junction of the walls which form the crypts 
and when concrete is used for the walls, such anchor is 
buried in the concrete. In the preferred embodiment of 
the invention, the anchor is U-shaped, the ends of legs 
being threaded for cooperation with plate securing means, 
such as bolts which are threaded with the legs of the an 
chor. This plate is disposed forwardly of the walls which 
form the crypt and is provided preferably with elongated 
slots for receiving the bolts, the slots being elongated, pro 
vide for adjusting the position of the plate with respect 
to the anchor. 
The plate is employed for holding the panels in posi 

tion, and in the preferred embodiment, it is provided with 
at least one forwardly extending and horizontally dis 
posed shelf for supporting one end of a panel. The other 
end of the panel is supported by a like shelf of the next ad 
jacent plate. Preferably each plate is provided with two 
shelves, one Supports one end of one plate and the other 
Supports the confronting end of the next adjacent plate. 

Removable means is provided for maintaining the 
panels in position. For this purpose, the plate is pro 
vided with an oblong slot, herein illustrated as having its 
longer dimension disposed horizontally. The shank of a 
threaded element extends through this slot and is provided 
with a head having a portion in abutting relationship with 
the rear side of the plate immediately adjacent the slot. 
The head of this element is narrower in one direction than 
the narrower width of the slot whereby the head can be 
inserted through the slot from the front of the plate, and 
this head is wider in another direction than the narrower 
width of the slot so that, after the head is inserted and 
then turned, portions of the front of the head confront 
the rear of the plate. The shank of the element is thread 
ed for cooperation with another threaded element. This 
Second threaded element is also provided for retaining the 
panel or panels in position. 

In the preferred embodiments a resilient, elastic ele 
ment, such as a compressible spring, is interposed be 
tween the front of the plate and the rear of the panel so 
as to resiliently hold the panel in position. 
The advantages will be apparent from the following de 

Scriptions, reference being had to the accompanying draw 
ings wherein a preferred embodiment of the invention is 
illustrated. 

In the drawings: 
FIG. 1 is a front view of the plate, showing also the 

ends of the means for fastening the same to the anchor, 
also showing the front of the threaded element which is 
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utilized for retaining the panels in position, and also show 
ing the springs; 

FIG. 2 is a view partly in section, the section being 
through the plate and along line 2-2 of FIG. 1; 

FIG. 3 is a sectional view taken along line 3-3 of 
FIG. 1; 

FIG. 4 is a longitudinally sectional view of the threaded 
fastening element shown in FIG. 1, but on a larger scale; 

FIG. 5 is a sectional view taken along line 5-5 of 
FIG. 4; 

FIG. 6 is a fragmentary view of the front of a vault, 
showing in dotted lines the walls which form parts of four 
crypts and showing the juxtaposed position of four panels 
which close the fronts of the respective crypts; and 

FIG. 7 is a perspective view of a portion of a plate, 
the anchor and a fragment of one of the front panels of 
a crypt. 

Referring more in detail to the drawings, the walls 
forming the adjoining four adjacent crypts 15 are shown 
in dotted lines at 18 in F.G. 6. These walls, in a com 
pleted vault form tiers of crypts, each tier including a plu 
rality of side-by-side crypts. The open fronts of these 
crypts are closed by panels 15, usually formed of stone 
such as marble. Anchors are embedded in the concrete 
forming the walls. One of these anchors is shown at 14. 
It is preferably U-shaped, with both forwardly extending 
legs and the connecting yoke embedded in a wall such as 
a horizontal wall at the junction of the vertical walls, the 
two legs lying between the same horizontal planes. 

Each of these anchors carries a plate 2 forwardly of the 
front of the walls of the crypts 15. The plate 2 is fastened 
to the ends of the legs of the anchor 14. As herein 
shown, the ends of the legs are internally threaded for re 
ceiving the threaded elements, namely the bolts 12. The 
bolts 12 extend through vertically elongated slots 6 in the 
plate. These slots are elongated for providing for adjust 
ing the vertical position of the plates. Suitable horizontal 
lines 5 are provided for indicating the relative position 
of the plates with respect to the anchors. 
The relative position of the plate 2 with respect to the 

front of walls 16 is determined by the extent to which 
the bolts 12 are threaded into the ends of the legs of the 
anchor. After this is determined, the bolts are locked in 
position by nuts 13. In this manner, all of the plates can 
be aligned vertically. 
Each of the plates 2 is provided with at least one for 

Wardly extending and horizontally disposed shelf 4 for 
Supporting one end of a panel 15. Each plate is pro 
vided, preferably with two such shelves which lie in the 
same horizontal plane and extend longitudinally of a 
horizontally extending slot 7 in the plate, each supporting 
an end of a panel 15. These shelves may be formed in 
any Suitable manner and supported in any suitable man 
ner. They are herein shown as plates of steel which rest 
in horizontally disposed grooves in the front of the plate 2. 
The means for retaining one or a plurality of panels 15 

in position on the plate includes two threaded elements 
for each plate. One of these threaded elements is in the 
form of a nut or internally threaded bolt 1 and the other 
is in the form of a nut 11. The bolt includes a shank 
19 which is internally threaded, as at 17, and includes a 
head 21. This head is oblong in shape, namely it is wider 
in one direction than in another. When the bolt 1 is in 
operative position the shank extends through the oblong 
slot 7 in the plate 2 and the front of the head of the bolt 
is in abutting relationship with the rear of the plate 2 im 
mediately adjacent the slot 7. A cotter key 9, extending 
through the hole 8 in the shank 19 of the bolt, prevents 
accidental removal of the bolt from the plate 2. The 
slots are elongated horizontally whereby the bolts 1 can 
be fastened in desired horizontal position. After the 
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panel or panels are placed on the shelf or shelves, they 
are retained in position by a plate 10 and nut 11. The 
plate 10 is interposed between the front of a panel or 
the fronts of adjacent panels and the rear of the head of 
the nut 11. By manipulating the nut 11, the plate 10 
will be moved inwardly to retain the panel or panels in 
position. Open front sockets are disposed above and be 
low the shelves 4 for receiving coil springs 3. The springs 
3 will be compressed and yielding, urge the panels to 
ward the plate 10. 

It will be observed that the shank 19 of the bolt is 
offset from the center of the head 21 of the bolt. By so 
offsetting the shank, the relative position of the shank 
with respect to the slot can be changed by rotating the 
bolt one hundred and eighty degrees. Because of this 
feature and the slotting of the opening 7, the relative posi 
tions of the bolt 1 with respect to the plate 2 can be such 
so as to accommodate the retaining of a corner of a panel 
in any of the four outside corners of the vault. 
Thus it is apparent from the foregoing that by virtue of 

the present invention, there has been provided a simple 
and inexpensive mechanism for attaching panels to cover 
the open fronts of the crypts of burial vaults. Also, the 
mechanism is simple to manipulate; the attaching and re 
moving of the panels can be accomplished by inexper 
ienced helpers. Meyer's wrench, received by the socket 
23, is the only tool necessary for manipulating the bolt 1 
after the plate 2 is attached by bolts 12 to the anchor 14. 
While the form of embodiment herein shown and de 

scribed constitutes a preferred form, it is to be under 
stood that other forms may be adopted falling within the 
scope of the claims that follow. 

claim: 
1. The improvement in combination with a plurality of 

horizontal and vertical walls arranged to provide open 
front crypt tiers in side-by-side relationship, which im 
provement comprises: 

(A) panels for covering the open fronts of the crypts; 
(B) and means for securing said panels to said walls, 
comprising: 

(1) horizontally extending anchor means embedded 
in said walls at the junctions of said horizontal 
and vertical walls; 

(2) a vertical extending plate, said plate having a 
horizontally oblong slot and two forwardly fac 
ing grooves extending longitudinally of and on 
opposite ends of the slot and a plurality of open 
front sockets above and below the grooves; 

(3) means for adjustably securing the plate to the 
anchor means; 

(4) means for securing the panel to the plate, in 
cluding: 

(a) a threaded element having a head, said 
head having a front section including: 

(i) a front portion engageable, when 
turned, with the confronting elongated 
walls of the slot for preventing turning 
of the threaded element when said ele 
ment is in position in said slot, 

(ii) a rear end portion wider in one direc 
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tion than the narrow dimensions of the 
slot, and narrower in another direc 
tion than the narrow dimension of said 
slot, said head being inserted rearward 
ly through said slot and then turned so 
that the wider portion spans said slot, 
said head then drawn forwardly, where 
by the front of the wider portion 
is in abutting relationship with the rear 
wall of the plate immediately adjacent 
slot, and the front portion lies in abut 
able relationship with the confronting 
elongated walls of the slot, 

(b) removable means for preventing rearward 
movement of the threaded element, 

(c) and a threaded element in threaded rela 
tionship with the first-mentioned threaded 
element for retaining said panel in crypt 
closing position; 

(5) shelves for supporting the ends of adjacent 
panels, said shelves extending into the grooves 
and extending forwardly; 

(6) and coil springs disposed in the sockets and 
compressed against the rear sides of the panels. 

2. An improvement as defined in claim, characterized 
in that the anchor means (B1) comprises: 

(B1a) two horizontal extending and internally thread 
ed elements, horizontally spaced from one another, 

and further characterized in that the plate (B2) is pro 
vided with 

(B2a) two vertically extending slots aligned, respective 
ly, with the two horizontally extending internally 
threaded elements, 

and further characterized in that said means (B3) com 
prises: 

(B3a) a plurality of bolts extending through said ver 
tically extending slots and threaded into said inter 
nally threaded elements, 

and further characterized in that said plate (B2) includes: 
(B2b) two forwardly extending shelves, each adapted 

to support an end of a panel, said shelves being ver 
tically aligned, respectively, with said internally 
threaded anchor elements. 
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