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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, MAURICE T. BROWN,
of Tyler, in the county of Smith and State of
Texas, have invented a new and Improved
Bale-Tie; and 1 hereby declare the following
to be a full, and clear, and exact description
thereof, reference being had to the accompa-
nying drawings making part of this specifica-
tion, in which— '

Figure 1 is a vertical section through the
tie. Fig.2 is a top view of the ends of the
tie when unfastened. Fig. 3 is a plan of the
bottom of the end of the tie on which the but-
ton is. Fig. 4 is a side view of the tie in the
act of locking.

The object of my invention is to produce a
cheap and convenient tie, which is durable,
and which will not unlock should the rivet
holding the button break from any strain on
it, the button still holding by means of slots,
and the strain being transferred to a slot in
the end of the tie in which the button was riv-
eted.

In order that those skilled. in the art may
make and use my invention I will proceed to
describe the manner in which I have carried
it out.

In the said drawings, A A’are the ends of the
ordinary iron hoop used for bale-ties. In the
end A’ is a slot, b, to receive the hooking por-
tion ¢ of a peculiarly-shaped button, D, which
is riveted to the end A. This button consists
of a shaunk, d, with a projection, ¢, at one end,
and at the other a hooked portion, ¢, shaped
as shown, and attached to the shank by a
veck, ¢/, and having its under surface rounded
from the center toward each end. The dis-
tance from the neck ¢ to the point 1 of the
hook is about three times the distance from
the neck to the point 2. A recess, 3, is made

between the end ¢ of the shank and the long |

end of the hook portion. A hole is punched
in the end of the hoop A, corresponding in
size to the projection e. The hooked portion
of the button is passed through a slot, m, in
the end A, and the shank brought down on
the hoop, so the projection ¢ passes through
the hole s, and the end is riveted. The dis-
tance is so regulated that when this is done
the outer edge of the slot m is just free from
contact with the outer side of the neck ¢.
This leaves the end A from the hole s to its
end to act as a spring to aid in interlocking
the hook. The upper edge of the long end 1
of the hook is slightly beveled toward the
point to aid in passing it down through the
slot b while locking. The upper edge of the
end 2 is straight,and in a plane parallel to the
strain on the hoop.

The tie being locked, the strain is on the
inner side of the neck ¢ and the riveted pro-
jection e. Suppose the projection breaks,
starts, or pulls out; then the strain is trans-
ferred to the sides of the neck and the outer
end edges of the slots b and m, and the tie
still holds, as the formation of the button,
shank, and neck prevents tilting so as to
throw the key from the slots.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

A bale-tie fastening consisting of the shank
d, riveted projection ¢ at one end and projec-
tion ¢ at the other, and hook portion ¢, at-
tached by the neck ¢/, in combination with the
tie ends A A/, slotted as described, substan-
tially as set forth. ‘

MAURICE T. BROWN.

Witnesses:
Rosr. DONOUGH,
JNO. A, BROWN.




