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To all whom it may eoncern:

Be it known that I, JamEs M. CHAMBER-
LAIN, of Winfield, in the county of Cowley
and State of KXansas, have invented certain
new and usefnl Improvements in Machines for
Cleansing Clothes; and Ido hereby declare the
following to be a full, clear, and exact de-
seription of the invention, such as will enable
others skilled in the art to which it pertains
to make and use the same.

My invention relates to a machine for cleans-
ing clothes by steam, the object being to pro-
vide a machine so constructed as to permit
steam to be introduced both above and below
the clothes.

The invention consists in the features of
construction and combinations of parts here-
inafter fully described, and pointed out in the
claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of a machine constructed
in accordance with my invention. Fig.2isa
central longitudinal section of the same. Fig.
3 is an end elevation, partly broken away; and
Fig. 4 illustrates the inner removable clothes-
frame detached. -

A represents a rectangular box, closed on
all sides and provided with a suitable water-
inlet, @. This box forms the water-reservoir
of the machine, and at the same time serves as
a base to support the clothes-vessel B and its
hollow standards C, which latter serve as
steam-pipes. The vessel B is semicircular in
form, and is formed at each end with a steam-
chamber, 5. These chambers ) communicate

- with the interior of the vessel B by means of

40

45

50

two series of openings, D and DI, separated
by cleats 4 d.

E E represent valves extending across the
machine at each end, within the chambers b,
and formed with finger-pieces ¢ e, so that the
valves may be turned to close either row or
series of openings D and D’. Thesteam-pipes
C connect the water-reservoir with the steam-
chambers b. The vessel B is formed with a
central water-outlet, §°, which extends down
into the reservoir A a sufficient distance to
prevent the entrance of steam through it. The
office of this outlet is to convey waste water
from the clothes to the reservoir.

At one end of the machine is arranged a
pipe, ¥, whose lower end extends into the
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reservoir A below low-water mark, while its
upper end is provided with a whistle to signal
when the water in the reservoir has fallen
below the required mark.

The cleats d 4, in addition to separating the
upper and lower rows of openings in the
clothes-vessel,serve to support a clothes-frame,
(. This frame consists of parallel side pieces,
g g, end cross-pieces, ¢’ ¢, and parallel semi-
circular rods secured to said end pieces. A
central transverse support, ¢ is secured to
the semicireular rods of the frame, said sup-
port being adapted to rest on the bottom of
the vessel B, and being cut away centrally to
permit the escape of waste water through the
opening ¥* of the vessel.

H H represent transverse bails or bars,
preferably secured across the ends of the
clothes-frame removably, to hold the clothes
in place.

I represents the cover of the vessel, fitting
the latter tightly, and formed with a central
tubular outlet, ¢, for the escape of steam and
dirt from the clothes. This outlet ¢ is pro-
vided with a removable cap, ¢, for use when
desired.

The operation of myimproved machine may
be explained as follows: Water is supplied to
the reservoir A. The clothes are then thor-
oughly soaped and placed on the frame G.
The entire device is then placed upon the
stove. As soon as the water is sufficiently
heated, steam will rise through the pipes G,
and will enter the vessel B either above or
below the clothes, accordingly as the valves
E E are turned.

In practice it takes but about twenty min-
utes to sufficiently steam the clothes, and at
the end of that time the water in the reservoir
will have fallen sufficiently to permit the en-
trance of steam to the whistle-pipe to signal
the completion of the operation.

It will be apparent that the clothes-frame
may be readily removed for cleaning when
necessary.

Having fully deseribed my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. A steam clothes-cleanser consisting of
the combination of a water-reservoir,a clothes-
vessel supported above the latter by steam-
pipes and provided with steam-chambers, and
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valves for regulating the escape of steam from
said chambers to the clothes-vessel, substan-
tially as set forth.

2. The combination, with a box or water
reservoir forming the base of the machine, of
a clothes-vessel connected thereto by steam-
pipes and formed with steam-chambers, an
alarm-whistle, and a cover provided with an
escape-pipe, substantially as set forth.

3. In a'steam clothes-cleanser, the combina-
tion, with the clothes-vessel formed at its ends
with upper and lower steam-openings, of par-

- tition-cleats separating said openings, and a
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clothes-frame supported upon said cleats, sub-
stantially as set forth.

4. In a steamclothes-cleanser, the combina-
tion with the water-reservoir, of a clothes-
vessel provided with a central discharge-tube,
and a clothes-frame supported within said
vessel'and provided with a transverse rest,
which is cut away above said discharge-open-
ing of the vessel, substantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof I have signed this
specification in the presence of two subscribing
witnesses.

JAMES M. CHAMBERLAIN,

‘Witnesses:
CoRNELIUS TRUMP,
J. FLICKINGER.
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