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1

This invention relates to window latch guards
and more particularly to a burglar-proof guard
for preventing a window latch from being ré=
leased by uriauthorized persotis.

A1 object of the invention is to provide a novel
and improved gnard of the above type.

Anothier object is to provide a guard which
renders the window latch inaccessible for reledse
when the window pane is Brokemn.

Another object is to provide a ghard of the

above type which may be removed when not in
use. :
Ancther object is to provide a remdvable guard
including spaced Bars for use with larde window
panes to prevent a person fromr releasing the
Tatcl or from entering the window When the paie
ig broken.

Various other objects and advantiges wilk be
apparent as the nature of the inverition is more
fully- disclosed. ) )

In accordance with the present tnvention; I
provide a base member which is attached to the
rail of the bottom sash and a latch cover which
is removably secured over the window latch and
is adapted to be locked: to the base member by
suitable means, such as a padlock. Whem the
latch cover is.locked to the base member, it com-
pletely enclosés the witidow Iatct 8nd also covers
the serew heads by which the base member is
attached, thereby preventing unauthorized re-
moval while the padlock is in place. The base
member may also carry a pair of vertical bars
which are spaced across the window so as to
reduce the free opening to a size such that a
person cannof pass through the window. The
lower ends of the bars may extend between the
lower sash and the sill to prevent removal. In
the case of windows having small panes, the bars
may be omitted. The base member may be per-
manently secured to the sash or may be remov-
ably secured if desired so that the entire guard
may be removed from the window when not in
use.

The nature of the invention will be better un-
derstood by referring to the following descrip-
tion, taken in connection with the accompanying
drawing in which a specific embodiment thereof
has been set forth for purposes of illustration.

In the drawing:

Fig. 1 is an elevation of a portion of a window
illustrating the latch guard in position;

Pig. 2 is a vertical section taken on the line
22 of Fig. 1, but on a larger scale, showing the
latch guard in position;

Fig. 3 is & perspective view of the latch cover;
and

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the base mem-
ber showing the bars attached thereto.

Referring to the drawings more in detail, the
invention is shown as applied to a window hav-
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ing a lower sash I9 and ari upper sash {1 which
are provided witl cross rails {2 and I3 respec-
tively (Fig. 2) whicl dre in registration when the
window is closed and ars secured by & latch of
standard construction, shown as & pivoted cam
meiiber {4 attached to the cross rail {2 of the
lower sash and efigaging a clip 5 attached to
the cross rail' ¥ of the upper sash. The upper
sash iy shown as divided by cross bars 18 and
{8 into a plurality of small paties, whereas the
Iower sash {8 is shown as of the single pane type.
The sashes [ and tf slide vertically in the usual
window frame 20 Having a Bottoin sill Zi.

‘The ghard coniprises a base miember 22 (Fig.
4y formed from an ziigle sfrip and comprising a
botton: farige 23 and & front flange 24 'The
froft. flange is foried with a pair of serew loles
25 and: o pai¥ of bayonet sérew holes 26 and
slso earries & forwardly and ipwardly extending
ear 27 which: inay bé dttached théreto by suitable
means, as by welding, and is provided with s hole
2§ to receive a padtock. A pair 6f vertical bars
eted; as by rivets 32, to the bottom flange 23 of
the base member 22, The lower ends 34 of bars
36, as indicated in Fig. I, are inserted between
the bottony rail 35 of the lower sash & and the
sill Z¢.

Thelateh cover comprises & front: plate 38, a top
fignge 39 and a boxlike. cover 48 which is adapted
to: enelose the window latch: 14. The front plate
38 is provided with a vertical slot 41 which is
adapted to receive the ear 21 of the base mem-
ber and is provided with an outstanding ear 42
which is secured to the front plate 38 by suit-
able means, as by welding, and is formed with
5 hole 43 which is adapted to register with the
hole 28 of the ear 27 when the two parts are as-
sembled. The front plate 38 is of a dimension
to cover the front flange 24 of the base member
and the heads of the attaching screws which are
inserted through the holes 25 or 26.

The base member may be permanently at-
tached to the lower sash in the position shown by

5 passing screws 45 through the holes 25 of the

front flange 24 into the cross rail 12 of the lower
sash. The lower ends 34 of the bars 38 may also
be screwed onto the lower cross rail 35 of the sash
10 if desired, or may extend in grooves between
the rail 35 and the sill 21. When the window is
closed and latched, the latch cover may be posi-
tioned over the base member 22 so that the front
plate 38 covers the front flange 24 of the base
member and the screws 45, and the top flange 39
thereof rests against the top of the cross rail 12
with the cover 40 enclosing the latch 4 and rest-
ing upon the upper surfaces of the cross rails 12
and 13. The ear 42 is brought into registration
with the ear 21 and a padlock 46 is passed
through the aligned holes 28 and 43. In this po-
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sition it is impossible to release the latch 14 with-
out first removing the padlock, even if a burglar
should break the window pane and insert his
hand through the window for that purpose.

When it is desired to remove the guard, the
padlock 46 is removed and the latch cover is lifted
off, leaving the base member 22 and the bars 30
in place.

If it is desired to make the entire guard remov-
able, the screws 45 are passed through the bayo-

10

net holes 26 instead of through the Hholes 35. The -

window is open by passing the large section of the
bayonet holes 26 over the screw heads and then
sliding the member upwardly until the bottom
flange 23 engages the underside of the rail f2.
‘When the latch cover is positioned and locked by
the padlock 46, as above described, the base mem-
ber is held in its upper position by the flange 39
engaging the top of the rail 12. Hence the device
is securely held in place and cannot be removed
while the latch cover is in place.

" If a lower sash 10 is of the small pane type, the
bars 30 may be omitted in which event the flange
22 and front plate 38 may be made considerably
shorter. As an additional protection a metal re-
inforcing strip may be secured across one or more
of the cross bars 18 or 19 of the upper sash (1 to
prevent those members from being broken.

Although a specific embodiment of the inven~
tion has been shown for purposes of illustration, it
is to be understood that the invention is capable
of various uses and that modifications - and

- base member 22 may then be attached when the .
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changes may be made therein as will be readily -

apparent to a person skilled in the art

‘What is claimed is:

1. A latch guard for a window having sliding
upper and lower sashes having registering cross
rails secured by a latch, said latch guard com-
prising a base member having a front flange pro-
vided with screw holes for attachment to the
cross rails of said lower sash and having a for-
wardly and upwardly extending central ear, a
latch cover having a front plate shaped to cover
said front flange and said screw holes, said front
plate having a vertical slot to receive said ear and
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having an ear secured thereto registering with
said first ear, said ears having registering holes
adapted to receive a padlock or the like, said latch
cover having a shield to extend over and. com-
pletely enclose said latch.

2. A latch. guard, as set forth in claim 1, in
which said screw holes are elongated with en- -
larged portions to receive the screw heads and
are shaped for the securing of said base member
by upward movement thereof over said screws.

3. A-latch guard for a window having upper
and lower sashes provided with registering cross
rails and a latch for securing the same together,
said guard comprising a base member having bot-
tom and front flanges, means securing the front
flange to the cross rail of said bottom sash with
said bottom flange engaging the lower surface of
said cross rail, and .a latch arm having a front
plate adapted to pass over said front flange, hav-
ing the top flange to engage the top.surface of
said cross rail, and having a shield shaped to cov-
er and completely enclose said lateh, an ear at-
tached to the front flange of said base member
and extending outwardly and upwardly- there-
from, a registering slot.in said front plate to re-
ceive said ear, and a second ear secured. to. said
front plate to register with said first ear, said ears
having registering holes to receive a padlock for
securing the latch cover in place.

4. A latch guard, as sét forth in claim 3, in
which the front flange of said base member is
provided with elongated screw holes having en=
larged portions. adapted to receive a . screw head
and to be positioned by sliding said flange up-
wardly until the bottom flange in said plate en-
gages the underside of said cross rail.

. NEIL O. HOLMSTEN.
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