No. 683,551, ° Patented Oct. 1, 190L.

M. BYALL.

MATCH BOX.
{Application filed Feb. 4, 1901.)

-E(Ho Modsl)

TFif
1

T
/7

s

s yIIITL IS

o




10

135

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

UNITED STATES

PaTeEnT OFFICE.

MYER BYALL, OF WINTERVILLE, MISSISSIPPL.

MATCH-BOX.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 683,551, dated Getober 1, 1901.
Application filed February 4, 1901, Serial No. 46,982, (No model.)

To all whowy it TNAY CONCEPTL:

Be it known that I, MYER BYALL, a citizen
of the United States, residing at Winterville,
in the county of Washington, State of Missis-
sippi, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Match-Boxes; andIdohere-
by declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.

This invention relates to boxes in general,
and more particularly to match-boxes, al-
though it will be understood that it may be
used for any other specific purpose; and the
object of the invention is to provide what is
known as a ‘‘trick-box,” which can only be
opened by certain specific and non-apparent
manipulation.

In the drawings forming a portion of this
specification, and in which like numerals of
reference indicate similar parts in the several
views, Figure 1 is a perspective view of the
box closed. TFig. 2isa top plan view showing
the first movement to open the box. Fig. 3is
a top plan view showing the box open. Fig.
4 is'a longitudinal section of the closed box
in regular position. Fig. 5 is a longitudinal
section of the closed box in an inverted posi-
tion. Fig. 6 isa plan view of the cover. Fig.
7 is a bottom plan view of the supplemental
cover-plate.

Referring now to the drawings, the box
comprises a body portion 10, having solid end
portions 11 and 12 and an intermediate hol-
low portion 13, and upon the upper face of
the portion 12 and at the end thereof are
formed two spaced dovetails 14 and 15.

In connection with the body portion there
is employed a cover 16, having a thickened
end 17, which projects upwardly from the up-
per face of the cover, and the inner end of
which is cut bias and is beveled, so that it
overhangs, as illustrated.

Through the thickened portion 11 of the
body is formed a perforation 18, and regis-
tering therewith is a slot 19, formed through
and extending longitudinally of the cover 16,
the end of the coverhaving dovetailed grooves
therein, as shown at 20, to receive the dove-
tails of the body of the box. Through the per-
foration and slot is passed abolt or headed pin
21, which permits the cover to be slid longi-

tudinally to disengage the dovetails from the
grooves 20 and then turned pivotally to ex-
pose theinterior of the body of the box. ‘When
the cover is moved longitudinally to disen-

gage the dovetails, the pin of course moves -

longitudinally of the slot 19 of the cover. In
order to lock the cover against this slidable
movement, which is necessary before pivotal
movement can be given thereto, an oblong re-
cess 221is formed in the upper face of the cover
and extending transversely thereof, this re-
cess being so located that the slot of the cover
terminates centrally thereof and is continued
forwardly beyond the forward side of the re-
cess—that is, in the direction of the dovetails.
This recess 22 receives an oblong plate 23,
which is pivotally mounted upon the pin, and
when engaged with the recess prevents move-
ment of the pin through the slot, and hence
prevents the cover from being drawn longitu-
dinally to disengage the dovetail connection.
If the box be inverted, this plate will drop
from the recess 22, and as the pin can then
move through the slot the cover may be moved
longitudinally to disengage the dovetails.
To econceal the plate 23, and, furthermore,
to require other manipulation than reversal
of the box to permit it to be opened; a sup-
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plemental cover-plate 24 is pivoted upon the -

pivot-pin and has one end cut bias and bev-
eled, as shown at 25, whereby said supple-
mental cover-plate may be caused to lie upon
the thinner portion of the cover and flush
with the thicker portion and will be held
from pivotal movement, excepting in one di-
rection. This supplemental plate would, of

course,prevent the locking-plate 23 from drop--

ping from the recess if unrecessed, and for
this reason an oblong recess 27 is formed
therein on its under side and extending lon-
gitudinally thereof, so that the supplemental
cover-plate must be first rotated through
ninety degrees to aline the two recesses, after
which the box may be inverted and the lock-
ing-plate will drop into recess 27 and from
recess 22, when the cover may be slid longi-
tudinally to disengage the dovetails and then
moved rotatably, as hereinbefore described.

To lock the box, the cover is of course ro-
tated to aline with the body and then moved
longitudinally to engage the dovetails, after
which the supplemental cover-plate may be
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rotated to aline with the cover, which action
will drop the. locking-plate into recess 22 if
the box be in upright position, as will be un-
derstood.
‘What is claimed is—

. A box comprising a body portion having a
locking member, a pin engaged with the body,
a cover having a slot in which the pin is re-
ceived to permit of rotatable movement of the
cover and limited sliding movement, said
cover having a locking member for engage-
ment with the member of the body when the
cover is slidably moved, said cover having
also arectangular depression in its outer face
with which one end of the slot communicates
and at right angles thereto, a locking-plate
motunted slidably upon the pin for movement
into the depression to hold the pin from
movement through the slot of the cover, and
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for movement from said depression to per- 24

mit such movement of the pin, and a supple-
mental cover-plate pivoted upon said pin for
movementinto and out of alinement with the
cover, said supplemental cover-plate having
a depression in its under face to receive the
locking-plate from the first-named depres-
sion, said depressions being elongated and
the locking-plate correspondingly shaped, a
flange extending upwardly from the cover,
and a metal strip attached to the flange to re-
ceive an end of the supplemental cover.

In testimony whereof I hereunto sign my
name, in the presence of two subscribing wit-
nesses, on the 7th day of January, 1901.

MYER BYALL.

Witnesses:
S. D. WILSON,
M. L. SOLOMON.
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