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This invention relates to lunch boxes and has
for its principal object the provision of a lunch
box of new and improved design and construction.

Objects of the invention include the provision
of a lunch box the contents of which may be
inspected without the necessity of opening the
lunch box; the provision of a lunch box formed
substantially entirely of transparent material;
the provision of a lunch box constructed from
tough yet readily yieldable and elastic material
whereby forces applied thereto which would per-
manently deform a conventional metal lunch box
do not result in permanent deformation thereof;
the provision of a lunch box formed substan-
tially entirely of transparent material and pro-
vided with a carrying handle to enhance its ease
of transportation; and the provision of a lunch
box made from transparent plastic material of
sufficient thickness to render it relatively long
lived, and of such character as will encourage the
owners to maintain it in a sanitary condition.

Further objects of the invention include the
provision of a lunch box including a body of
flexible plastic material having an open end and
a removable cover for the open end; the provi-
sion of a lunch box as above described in which
a novel form of catch mechanism between the
cover and the body of the lunch box is provided;
the provision of g lunch box as above described
in which distortion of the material of the main
body portion of the Iunch box is depended upon
to release the cover of the lunch box; the provi-
sion of a lunch box provided with a bottle carry-
ing loop therein and a handle thereon, together
with a common means for securing the loop and
the handle to the main body portion of the lunch
box; the provision of a lunch box having a re-
movable cover element interiorly provided with
a pocket for the reception of an identification tag,
the cover being transparent whereby the identifi-
cation on the tag may be observed without the
necessity of removing the cover or tag from the
box; the provision of a lunch box made from
flexible material and provided with projecting
flanges or ribs serving to maintain at least part
of the wall surfaces of the lunch box out of con-
tact with foreign objects whereby to prevent
scratching of the same; the provision of a lunch
box including a main body portion including side,
top, and bottom walls and separately formed end
members fitted thereto, the end members being
provided with outwardly directed flanges serving
to guard against contact of the associated walls
of the main body portion with foreign objects; the
provision of & Iunch box as above described in
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which the ends are provided with downwardly
projecting flanges forming means for supporting
the lunch box from the supporting surface; the
provision of a lunch box formed of a relatively
flexible plastic material and provided with sup-
porting flanges at the bottom thereof for main-
taining the bottom out of contact with the sup-
porting surface when resting thereon; and the
pbrovision of a lunch box having a molded bot-
tom, and side and top walls formed from a single
piece of plastic material and rigidly fixed thereto.

The above being among the objects of the pres-
ent invention, the same consists in certain novel
details of construction and combinations of parts
to be hereinafter described with reference to the
accompanying drawings, and then claimed, hav-
ing the above and other objects in view.

In the accompanying drawings which illustrate
suitable embodiments of the present invention
and in which like numerals refer to like parts
throughout the several different views,

Fig.1 is a perspective view of a preferred form
of my improved lunch box and illustrating the
same filled with articles for a lunch and indicated
by dotted lines;

Fig. 2 is an enlarged side elevational view of
the lunch bhox shown in Fig. 1;

Fig. 3 is a slightly enlarged transverse sec-
tional view of the lunch box shown in Fig. 2
and taken on the line 3—3 thereof;

Fig. 4 is a transverse sectional view taken cen-
trally of the lunch box as on the line 4—4. of
Fig. 3;

Fig. 5 is a fragmentary side elevational view
illustrating the manner in which the removable
end or closure of the lunch box is removed;

Fig. 6 is an end elevational view of g modified
form of lunch box;

Pig. 7 is an enlarged fragmentary horizontal
sectional view taken through the corner of the
lunch box shown in Fig. 6 as on the line 1—1
thereof to better illustrate the construction of
the same;

Fig. 8 is a fragmentary vertical sectional view
taken transversely of the length of a modified
form of lunch box between the ends thereof;

Fig. 9 is an end elevational view of another
modified form of lunch box;

Fig. 10 is an enlarged fragmentary vertical sec-
tional view taken transversely of the length of
the lunch box shown in Fig. 9 between the ends
thereof and illustrating a different form of bot-
tom construction;

Pig, 11 is an enlarged fragmentary, vertical
sectional view taken through the lower edge of
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the cover element and main body portion of the
lunch box shown in Fig. 9 to better illustrate the
construction of the hinge between them;

Fig. 12 is a slightly enlarged horizontal sec-
tional view taken centrally through the hinge
structure of the lunch box shown in Fig. 9 as on
the line 12—1{2 thereof; and,

Fig. 13 is a fragmentary enlargement of the
hinge construction shown in Fig. 12 and particu-
larly that portion thereof contained within the
circle 13, to better illustrate the details of con-
struction of the same.

In war production plants it is common prac-
tice to make the workers entering the plant to
open their lunch boxes before entering so that
the guards may inspect the contents thereof and
thus prevent anything from being brought into
the plant in the lunch boxes which might be
employed for sabotage purposes. It is also com-
mon practice in many plants not working on war
production to require the workmen to open their
Tunch boxes for inspection upon leaving the plant
so as to guard against the theft of parts which
might otherwise be taken from the plant in the
Iunch boxes of the workers. It will be appreci-
ated that because of the fact such lunch boxes
are conventionally made from metal the only
way that such inspection can be made under
present circumstances is to open the lunch boxes
and in many cases remove at least a portion of
the contents in order to effect a thorough inspec-
tion. Such inspections are of inconvenience both
to the guards and to the workmen and consume
an appreciable amount of time inasmuch as it

is necessary to unfasten the cover to the lunch

box and open it up and to remove and replace
certain of the contents where considered neces-
sary. It is considered, however, that the neces-
sity of such inspections overcomes the weight of
the inconvenience and must be carried on under
any circumstances.

With the above in view the present invention
contemplates the provision of a lunch box the
contents of which may be thoroughly inspected
without the necessity of the workmen or the
guard opening the lunch box and/or removing
any portions of the contents thereof to effect a
complete inspection. This is accomplished by
making the lunch box substantially entirely of
a transparent material so that the entire con-
tents of the lunch box may be inspected from the
outside without requiring the box to be opened.
Additionally, under such circumstances and par-
ticularly where the worker carrying the Iunch
box is employed by a war production plant the
employee may hbe required to wrap sandwiches
and other articles of food requiring wrapping in
transparent cellulose wrappings such as that
commonly marketed under the trade-name Cel-
lcphane, so as to further permit inspection of the
contents of wrapped articles without requiring
the box to be opened. Where the lunch box in-
cludes a thermos bottle, then, of course, there is
no way of inspecting the contents of the thermos
bottle without opening it up inasmuch as *he
surface of the inner bottle is required to be sil-
vered under any circumstances. However, war
plants are discouraging the bringing of thermos
bottles into the plant by the workers wherever
possible and are furnishing means by which the
workers may obtain their desired beverage for
their lunch at the plant at lunch time. This fea-
ture, therefore, offers no unusual difficulty in car-
rying out the primary purpose of the present
invention.
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In constructing a lunch box in accordance with
the present invention the transparent material
from which it is constructed is preferably a
transparent plastic of any suitable character. In
constructing a lunch box of such material cer-
tain problems do, of course, arise. For instance,
transparent plastic material is readily susceptible
to scratching and marring and in accordance
with the present invention particularly the flat
side and bottom portions of the box are protect-
ed against contact with the adjacent flat surface
by means of outwardly projecting flanges or out-
wardly projecting thicknesses of the material it-
self serving to space such flat surfaces away from
any adjacent flat surface. Furthermore, to en-
hance the ease of manufacture and simplify the
construction it is desirable that instead of hav-
ing the top of the box serve as a cover as in most
conventional constructions, one end of the box
is made removable and serves itself as a cover.
The ends in such case are preferably marginally
flanged and fit about the ends of the main body
portion of the box so as to provide the protecting
means above mentioned. These marginally
flanged portions of the ends may additionally be
flanged outwardly, either on the bottom alone
so as to form supporting ribs for the box when
resting on a surface, or more or less completely
around the entire periphery thereof to provide
a more pronounced protection if thought nreces-
sary or desirable. The end margins of the body
portion which receive the removable end or cover
member may be provided with outwardly project-
ing pins or the like receivable in holes formed in
the inwardly turned marignal flange portions of
the removable end to removably retain the cover
or end in position. The body of the box, being
made from flexible plastic material, may simply
be depressed adjacent one or more of the pins in
order to release the pin or pins from the cover,
upon which the cover may be pivoted outwardly
where the pin is so released and then simply
moved transversely of the length of the box to
disengage the remaining pins from their respec-
tive openings and thus completely release the
cover from the box.

The main body portion of the lunch box may
be made entirely from a sheet of transparent
plastic material, or particularly the bottom por-
tion thereof may be formed as a molded part
and the sides and top portion made from a sheet
of plastic material and secured thereto. The
molded bottom part in such case may be formed
with flanges for the same purpose as above de-
scribed and if desired in such case the ends may
also be of a molded construction and cooperating
hinge elements formed on one of the ends and
on the molded bottom part to provide a true hinge
structure between the two. '

Such lunch boxes are, of course, provided with
a carrying handle and this may or may not be
also of a transparent material, there being no
necessilt, for any trancparency in the handle
itself. Where provisions are to be made for car-
rying a Thermos bottle in the lunch box, then
a carrying loop for the Thermos bottle may be
provided interiorly of the box and a screw may
be provided which not only secures the loop to
the main body of the lunch box but additionally
serves to secure one end of the handle thereto.
It will be appreciated that this serves to pro-
vide a feature of economy in the construction
and additionally provides an amply strong con-
nection for both the handle and the loop.

With the above in mind reference will now
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be made to the accompanying drawings which
show suitable embodiments of the present inven-
tion,

Referring to Figs. 1 to 5, inclusive, it will be
noted that the lunch box there shown includes a
central main hody portion indicated generally
at 20 and opposite end members 22 and 24, re-
spectively. These members are formed from
transparent plastic material so that the con-
tents thereof may be observed visually directly
through the material. For instance, as illus-
trated in Fig. 1 the lunch box may contain some
sandwiches indicated by dotted lines at 28, a plece
of pie indicated by dotted lines at 28, and a
Thermos bottle indicated by dotted lines at 30
all of which are visible through the main body
portion or ends of the lunch box. The mate-
rial itself may be, of course, of any suitable
transparent plastic material but, of course, is
preferably not of such character that will taint
the contents of the lunch box with any inherent
odor and preferably is of a non-inflammable or
at least a slow burning character. The lunch
box is, of course, intended to be of a perma-
nent character and for this purpose the mate-~
rial is required to be of a substantial thickness,
preferably not less than 0.020° in thickness. I
have found that material of this character v
of an inch in thickness provides a very satis-
factory construction but even thicker material
may be desirable under some circumstances. Ma-
terial substantially less than 0.020°’ in thick-
ness would be of such character as to render
the device so short lived as to be- impractical.

In the construction illustrated in Figs. 1 to
5, inclusive, the main body portion 20 is formed
from a sheet of material of a width equal to
the desired length of the box and it is central-
Iy bent to provide a semi-cylindrical top sur-
face 32, flat sides 34, and flat bottom 36, the
opposite end marging being overlapped as at 38
approximately centrally of the bottom 36 and
there adhered or otherwise secured together in
a conventional manner. While the ends 22 and

24 may be formed of slightly thicker material.

than the main body portion 20 this is not nec-
essary in most cases. The end members 22 and
24 shown are pressed out of sheei material to
provide an end face of the same contour as the
cross-sectional conformation of the main body
portion 20 and the marginal edge portions are
flanged inwardly as at 38 so as to socket the cor-

responding marginal end portions of the main’

body portion 20 therein. Additionally, both end
members 22 and 24 are flanged downwardly as
at 40 at the free margin of the flange 38 along
the bottom edges thereof so as to provide a pair
of flanges or ribs which serve to space the bot-
tom wall 36 from a surface upon which it is sup-
ported and thus prevent such bottom surface from
becoming scratched through contact with a sup-
porting surface.

The end member 22 is preferably permanently
adhered or otherwise secured in position on the
corresponding end of the main body portion 20
but the end member 24 is made removable so
as to serve as a cover for the lunch box. For
the purpose of removably securing the end mem-
ber 24 to the main body portion 20 a pair of
pins 42, which may be formed from the same
material as the end member 24 and body por-
tion 34 are projected downwardly in spaced re-
lation to each other transversely of the width
of the box through the bottom wall 36 within
that portion thereof which is embraced by the
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flange 38 of the cover 24 when in position. The
flange 88 at the bottom of the cover 24 is pro-
vided with cooperating holes for reception of
such pins 42. A similar but single pin 48 is pro-
Jected through the top wall 32 of the main body
portion 34 within the area of the flange 38 for
the cover 24 at the top of the box and the
flange 38 is similarly provided with a hole for
reception of the pin 48. The pins 46 and 48
may be reinforced in their securement to the
main body portion 34 by reinforeing strips such
as 50 suitably adhered to the inner face of the
main body portion and through which the pins
project and to which they are suitably fixed .
by adherence or otherwise. Particularly the
upper pin 48 is of such length as to! project
only a small distance through the associated
flange 38 of the cover 24 so that downward
pressure on the top wall 82 of the main body
portion 34 immediately inwardly of the pin 48.
will cause such portion of the top wall to be
deformed downwardly and to withdraw the pin
48 from its cooperating hole in the cover 24,
thus releasing the pin from the cover and per-
mitting the upper edge of the cover to be moved
outwardly from engagement with the main body
portion of the box. Preferably an upwardly di-
rected flange 52 is provided at the inner margin
of the flange 38 of the cover 24 in the imme-
diate vicinity of the hole in the cover for re-
ception of the pin 48 so that, as illustrated in
Fig. 5, when the adjacent portion of the top
wall 32 of the main body portion 20 is depressed
as shown to withdraw the pin 48 from the cover
24, pressure by a finger may be applied to the
flange 52 to facilitate the outward movement of
the upper part of the cover 24.

The above described movement of the cover
24 is a pivotal movement about an axis provided
between the pins 46 and the bottom flange 38
of the cover 24 and it will be appreciated that
as soon as the flange 38 at the upper portion of
the cover 24 is withdrawn outwardly from the
upper wall 32 of the main body portion 34, the
cover 24 as a whole may be dropped to thus
withdraw it from the pins 46 and thereby per-
mit complete withdrawal of the cover from the
box. In re-applying the cover to the box the
pins 50 are first engaged in the corresponding
openings in the flange 38 at the bottom of the
cover 24 and then the upper edge of the cover
is swung towards its closed position, the adjacent
portion of the top wall 32 of the main body por-
tion 34 being momentarily depressed to permit
the cover to slide over the pin 48 whereupon re-
lease of the depressing force will permit the
pin 48 to engage its associated opening in the
cover 24 and thus lock the cover in place.

Where provisions are made for carrying a
Thermos bottle in the above described lunch box
then the following construction may be resorted
to. A segmentally shaped bracket 60 having an
inwardly directed flange and formed from the
same material as the remainder of the lunch box
may be suitably adhered to the inner face of the
end 22 as shown, the curvature of the flange cor-
responding to the curvature of the base of the
Thermos bottle so as to form a socket for re-
ceipt thereof. Adjacent the opposite end of the
box a loop 62 of a diameter to slidably receive
the Thermos bottle therein is provided so that
the Thermos bottle may be slipped through the
loop and its base received by the bracket €0 for
the purpose of suspending it within the lunch -
box. Thermos bottles of the same capacity are
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conventionally made of the same length so that
where a lunch box such as that shown is made
of a length sufficient to receive, for instance, a
pint size Thermos bottle therein, when the cover
24 is applied it will maintain the thermos bot-
tle against material endwise movement and in
contact with the bracket 60, thus insuring its
being maintained in position during transit.
The lunch box is, of course, provided with a
carrying handle provided centrally of the upper
surface thereof. In the broader aspects of the
invention such handle may be of any conven-
tional construction, made from any suitable ma-
terial and secured in place in any suitable man-
ner. In the present case the handle is illus-
trated at 64 and may be assumed to be formed
of the same plastic material as the remainder
of the lunch box. If may be adhered in place
by the usual solvents employed for securing plas-
tics together and particularly for the particular
solvents necessary for the materials employed.
On the other hand, it may be mechanically se-
cured in place. In the construction shown by
way of illustration one end of the handle 54 is

assumed to be adhered to the top wall 32 of the -

main body portion 34 and the opposite end
of the handle 54 mechanically secured in place
but in this case by means forming a further fea-
ture of the present invention. In other words,
a screw 66, best brought out in Figs. 3 and 4
is projected upwardly through the top wall 32
of the main body portion and threaded into the
corresponding end of the handle 64. However,
in this case the screw 66 projects up through
the loop 62 before passing through the top wall
32 and, therefore, serves the dual function of
securing the loop 62 in place and of securing
the corresponding end of the handle 54 in place.
Furthermore, although the loop 62 may be made
from a suitable strip of material, in the present
case it is assumed to be formed from the same
plastic material as the rest of the ‘box with the
free ends thereof embraced between a pair of
segmentally shaped strips 68 and 70, as best
brought out in Fig. 3, which in the present case
are assumed to be formed of the same plastic
material as the remainder of the lunch box and
these are adhered to the loop 62 and form a
reinforcement in the securement of the loop 62
in place. It is not necessary that the loop 62
be formed of plastic material inasmuch as it could
not possibly be employed to conceal anything in
the lunch box and, therefore, may be made of
metal or the like without affecting the visibility
characteristics of the box in any respect.

It is usually desirable to provide some individual
identification on lunch boxes and in some plants
the worker is required to place his name and
badge number on: the lunch box. Provision for
such identification is made in the present case
by securing a strip 72 of the same material from
which the remainder of the lunch box is con-
structed on the inner face of the cover 24 in
generally but slightly spaced reiation with re-
spect to the face of the cover 24 and with the
sides and bottom margins fixed to the cover 24
so as to provide a pocket T4 in which an identifi-
cation card may be inserted. The identification
card is, therefore, on the interior of the Iunch
box but the identification material thereon faces
outwardly and may be readily read from the out-
side of the box without the necessity of remov-
ing the cover. The identification card in this
way is protected against damage or becoming
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soiled and thus retains its legibility and is so
positioned as to not be easily tampered with.

A limited amount of ventilation is usually re-
quired in all lunch boxes in order to prevent the
occurrence of undesirable odors, and while such
ventilation may be accomplished in any suitable
or desirable manner in connection with the lunch
box of the present invention, in the construction
shown ventilation holes T8 are preferably pro-
vided in the lower corners of the end members 22
and 24 and one or more holes such as 18 provided
in the top wall 32 of the main body portion 34,
preferably within the length of the handle 64 as
best shown in Fig. 4.

It will be observed that in the construction
illustrated in Figs. 1 to 5, inclusive, the flanges
38 of the end members 22 and 24 project out-
wardly beyond the sides 34 of the main body por-
tion 20 and thus serve to a greater or lesser ex-
tent to prevent the sides 34 from coming in con-
tact with any flat surface against which the
Iunch. box may be placed. Should the sides of
the lunch box bulge because of an excessive
amount of material placed therein, or for other
reasons the sides still might come in contact with
some such flat surface and in order to further
guard against such an occurrence, the end members
22 and 24 may be modified as illustrated in Figs.
6 and 7. The construction illustrated in Figs. 6
and 7 is identical to that illustrated in Figs. 1 to
5, inclusive, with the exception that the flange
40 of the construction illustrated in Figs. 1 to 5,
inclusive, is extended completely around the pe-
riphery of the end members 22 and 24 as shown
and indicated at 40°’. The flange 40’ thus takes
the place of the flange 40 in the preceding con-
struction as well as the flange §2 and projecting
laterally beyond the side faces 384 of the main
body portion 20, as well as the top wall 32 thereof,
serve as an additional guard for preventing such
surfaces from coming into contact with a foreign
object. :

It is not necessary in all cases that the main
body 34 be made of a single piece of material but,
if desired, it may be made up of two or more
pieces. For instance, in Fig. 8 a construction is
shown in which the main body portion of the box
is made in two pieces, namely, 80 and 82, respec-
tively, which cooperate to form a main body por-
tion equivalent to the main body portion 20 il-
lustrated in Figs. 1 to 5, inclusive. In this case,
the portion 82 forms the bottom of the main body
portion and comprises a flat strip of material of
suitable length and width with the opposite side
margins thereof downwardly bent as at 84. The
corresponding free marginal edge portions of the
piece 80 which forms the equivalent of the top
32 and sides 34 of the previously described con-
struction, overlap the marginal portion 84 and
are suitably secured thereto by adhesion or the
like, as shown. The remainder of the construc-
tion including the end members 22 and 24 may
be identical to those previously described.

In all of the constructions described up to this
point, it is assumed that the various parts of
the lunch box are formed from sheet material
either bent or otherwise suitably formed to shape.
In some cases it may be desirable that one or
more of the parts be of a molded conformation,
under which circumstances certain features which
may be considered of advantage may be obtained.
In Figs. 9 to 13, inclusive, a modified form of
construction is employed in which the bottom
and the ends are illustrated as being of a molded
conformation and, of course, formed from a trans-
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parent plastic material as in the case of the pre-
viously described construction. It might be men-
tioned, however, that where constructions such
as illustrated in Figs. 8 to 13, inclusive, are em-
ployed having a separately formed bottom, such
bottom may in some instances be made of either
a translucent or an opaque material as the trans-
parency of the bottom may not be absolutely
necessary in all cases.

Referring now to Figs. 9 to 13, inclusive, it
will be noted that the lunch box there shown is
the same general conformation as those previ-
ously described. As in the case of the construc-
tion shown in Fig. 8, however, the hottom 90 is
formed separately from the side walls 92, the Iat-~
ter of which may be of the same general con-
formation as the side walls of the previously de-
scribed construction, that is, formed of sheet ma-
terial and integral with the top thereof. The
bottom 90 in this case is of molded construction
and each side of which at least is formed to pre-
sent a downwardly projecting bead or rib 94 and
the bottom 80 is grooved on its upper surface in
line with each bead 94 so as to receive the lower
free margins of the side walls 92 therein and in
which they may be suitably secured by adhesion
through the use of a suitable solvent, or other-
wise. The closed end may be of the same gen-
eral conformation as the end 22 previously de-
scribed except that in case where the groove in
the bottom 80 which receives the side members
92 is extended across the corresponding end, such
corresponding end may then be received in the
groove in the same general manner as the side
members shown instead of being flanged in-
wardly as in the previous constructions.

In the construction shown in Figs. 9 to 13, in-
clusive, the end member indicated generally at
96 which serves as a cover is hingedly secured
to the remainder of the box. For this purpose,
the cover 86 is of molded construction and has
formed along its lower margin a plurality of
spaced hinge eyes 98. The corresponding edge
of the bottom 80, as brought out in Fig. 9, is pro-
vided with a plurality of complementary eyes
100 which are aligned with the eyes 98 and alter-
nate therewith. Any suitable means for pivotally
connecting the eyes 98 and 160 may be employed
but for ease of assembly and to make the cover
96 removable, where such removal is desired, a
hinge structure of the type shown is preferably
employed. :

The hinge structure shown in Figs. 9 to 13 in-
cludes a ball spring-pressed outwardly at the end
of each of the eyes 98 and which balls are sock-
eted in the ends of the eyes 100.. The balls 102
for each eye 98 are contained within a metallic
sleeve 104 which is frictionally held within each
eye 98 and the ends of which tube are inwardly
turned sufficiently to prevent ejection of the cor-
responding ball 102 therefrom but which permits
the ball to project materially therefrom. A coil
compression spring 106 within the tube 104 con-
stantly urges the balls 102 outwardly of the tube
104. The eyes 100 are, of course, centrally aper-
tured as at 108 and the balls 102 seat in the end
of such apertures, the balls 102 all being in Hne
so that they form the actual pivotal element be-
tween the cover and the main body portion of the
body. The balls 102 are, of course, retractable
against the force of the spring {06 which permits
the cover 96 to be snapped on or off when it is
desired to apply the cover to the main body por-
tion or to completely remove it therefrom if this
action is desired. The cover 96 may be latched
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in place by a mechanism of substantially the
same character as described in connection with
the previously described construction and, of
course, is provided with an equivalent handle.

It will be appreciated from the foregoing that
In all of the constructions described the contents
of the lunch box may bhe inspected without the
necessity of opening up the box and/or disturbing
the contents thereof, this particularly where the
contents of the box are themselves wrapped in a
transparent covering. It, therefore, relieves the
guards of manufacturing plants from the neces-
sity of opening and inspecting the lunch boxes of
the workers and the time involved in connection
therewith as in this case a guard may simply pick
up a lunch box and thoroughly inspect all of the
contents without requiring it to be opened. Fur-
thermore, because of the transparent character
of the lunch box the presence of any dirt or other
foreign material is readily observed and it, there-
fore, is conducive to the keeping of the funch box
in a clean and sanitary condition. The various
structural features described aid in rendering the
lunch box economical to manufacture, strong
and serviceable, as well as convenient to use.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim by Letters Patent is:

1. In a lunch box, in combination, a contain-
er having an open end, a removable closure
for said open end, a carrying handle at the
top of said container, a Thermos bottle carry-
ing loop within said container, and common
means securing said loop and said handle to said
container.

2. A Iunch box adapted to contain a Thermos
bottle and comprising, in combination, an open
ended container, a bracket fixed to the closed
end of said container, a loop fixed within said
container in spaced relation longitudinally there-
of with respect to said bracket, said loop being
of a size to receive such Thermos bottle therein
and said bracket being positioned to support an
end of such Thermos bottle, said container be-
ing of a length corresponding with the length of
such Thermos bhottle, and a removable cover for
the open end of said container serving to main-
tain such Thermos bottle against longitudinal
movement therein.

3. A lunch box comprising a main body por-
tion including bottom, side and top walls, said
side and top walls being formed from a single
sheet of transparent flexible material and said
bottom wall being separately formed and perma-
nently fixed thereto, a pair of separately formed
end members formed of transparent plastic mate-
rial and each including a peripheral laterally di-
rected flange outwardly embracing the margin of
said main body portion at the corresponding end
thereof, one of said end members being perma-
nently secured to said main body portion, and
means removably securing the other of said end
members to said main body portion comprising
pins carried by said main body portion engaging
holes in the flange of the correspondine end mem-
ber and at least one of which is withdrawable
from its corresponding hole by deflection of the
associated wall portion of said main body portion.

4. A lunch box including a bottom member
formed from plastic material to provide a pair
of upwardly opening grooves in the opposite mar-
gins thereof, side walls formed from flexible
transparent plastic material having their lower
edges received in said grooves and fixed therein,
and a removable end closure hingedly secured
to said bottom wall.
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5. A lunch box including a bottom wall, side
and top walis connected to said bottom wall and
formed from a transparent plastic material, a
reinforcing strip interiorly secured to one of the
marginal edge portions of said top wall, reinforc-
ing strip means interiorly secured to the corre-
sponding marginal end of said bottom wall, a pin
projecting through said top wall and said rein-
foreing strip secured thereto and projecting out-
wardly therebeyond, a plurality of pins project-
ing through said bottom. wall and said strip
means and projecting downwardly therebeyond,
an end member, a laterally projecting flange on
said end member outwardly embracing the mar-
ginal edge portions of said bottom, side and top
walls at the corresponding end thereof, and said
flange having openings therein for receiving said
pins therein to removably secure said end mem-
ber to said walls, said top wall being of sufficient
flexibility to permit it to be manually depressed
to withdraw said pin therein from the corre-
sponding opening in said flange without perma-
nent deformation thereof.

6. In a lunch box, in combination, a container
having sides, top and an open_end, & removable
closure for said open end, a carrying handle at

the top of said container on the outside thereof,
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& Thermos bottle carrying loop within sajd con-
tainer, and means connecting said handle and
loop operable to transmit the load on said loop
to said handle independently of said sides and
top.

7. In a lunch box, in combination, a container
having sides, top and an open end, a removable
closure for said open end, a carrying handle at
the top of said container on the outside there-
of, a Thermos bottle carrying loop within said
container and means directly connecting said
handie and loop whereby to transmit the load of
a Thermos bottle on said loop to said handle in-
dependently of said side and top walls.

8. In g lunch box, in combination, a container
having sides, top and an open end, & removable
closure for said open end, a carrying handle at
the top of said container on the outside thereof,
a Thermos bottle carrying loop within said con--
tainer and means directly connecting said handle
and loop whereby to transmit the load of a Ther-
mos bottle on said loop to said handle independ-
ently of said side and top walls, the connection
between said handle and loop serving to opera-
tively connect said handle to said container.

VERN W. BUSCH.



