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This invention relates to straight edge type wall 
guides and more particularly to such guides 
Which may be employed in laying brick and the 
like. 
Not only does the novel guide aid the worker in 

laying the brick level and the wall plumb but it 
also aids in Shaping uniform thicknesses of mor 
tar between courses, so that all joints will be of 
the same thickness, and it also aids in recessing 
these joints a uniform depth from the outer edges 
Of the brick. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

Such a guide which does not interfere in any way 
With the usual metal tying or heading. 

Still another object is to provide a guide as 
described, which is compact, readily handled and 
may be manufactured at a reasonable cost since 
it comprises but few parts with none of the parts 
Complicated. 
Another object is to provide a guide as detailed 

which includes no parts requiring adjustment 
and contains no springs, clamps, pivoted parts or 
the like, apt to get out of order, or wear, or break. 
Other objects and advantages of the invention 

will be apparent during the course of the follow 
ing detailed description of the invention, taken in 
connection with the accompanying drawings, 
forming a part of this disclosure, and in which 
drawings: 

Fig. 1 is a top plan of the new guide shown asso 
ciated with a brick wall, 

Fig. 2 is a front elevation thereof, also associ 
ated with a brick wall. 

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary rear elevation of the 
guide. 

Figs. 4, 5 and 6 are transverse sections of the 
new guide substantially upon their respective 
lines of Fig. 2. 
In the drawing, wherein for the purpose of 

illustration is shown a preferred embodiment of 
the invention and wherein similar reference char 
acters designate corresponding parts thruout the 
Several views, the letter A designates the new 
guide, B designates a wall of brick C and mortar 
D, and E designates a conventional line. 
The guide A comprises a body portion f, three 

guide arms , 2 and 3 extending therefrom, 
and two spirit levels 4 and 5. 
The body portion O may be of any preferred 

material, such as metal, hardened plastics, rub 
ber, wood or combinations thereof, and comprises 
a forward elongated support section 20, an elon 
gated stepped, level-carrying section 2 extending 
longitudinally of the Section. 20, a short, stepped, 
level-carrying section 22 extending transversely 
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of the section 20, an elongated stepped, horizon 
tal, receSS-forming Section 23, and a slotted sec 
tion 24 at one end of the section. 20. 
The Section 20 has a forward side edge 25 and 

end edges 26 and 27 with the edges 26 and 27 
Substantially parallel and the greater part of the 
edge 25 forming a right angle with the edge 26, 
but the edge 25 may curve toward the edge 27, 
as at 28, and then extend as at 29, parallel with 
the horizontal plane of the edge 25 to meet the 
edge 27. Preferably adjacent the curve the sec 
tion 20 may be provided with an opening 30 so 
that the guide A may be hung from a suppor 
When not in use. 
From the normally upper face 3 of the section 

20 and Spaced from the edge 25, is the stepped 
Section 2 of the body portion 0. This section 
2 houses the Spirit level 4 which extends longi 
tudinally of the Section 2 and may be disposed in 
a suitable recess, such as the recess 32 which 
opens to the normally upper face 33 of the section 
2. Closely adjacent the juncture of the sections 
2 and 23 is a longitudinally-extending, line-re 
ceiving groove 34, also opening to the face 33. 
Forming Substantially a right angle with the 

Section 2 is the level-carrying section 22, which 
is provided with a level-receiving recess 35 open 
ing into its upper face 36, and adapted to con 
tain the Spirit level 5, extending transversely of 
the Section 20 and is disposed preferably adjacent 
the end edge 26 of the latter. 
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The elongated, stepped, recess-forming or rib 
carrying section 23 joins the sections 2 and 22 
and has a rear wall face or surface 37 which is, 
in the main, normal to the plane of the face 3 of 
the section 20 but, substantially paralleling the 
edge section 29 of the forward side edge 25, the 
rear Wall face or Surface 37 forms an acute angle 
with the horizontal plane of the rest of the face 
31, as at 38. This face portion 38 is shown par 
ticularly in Fig. 5, and its function will be sub 
Sequently described. Extending from the face 
31, and free of the face portion 38, is a longitu 
dinally-extending rib 39 which is provided to 
form the horizontal recess at brick joints. In the 
example shown this rib 39 has a brick-engaging, 
upper face 40, motor-engaging outer or rear face 
4 and brick-engaging, lower face 42, with the 
faces 4 and 42 shown as substantially parallel 
and the face 4 normal thereto. The face 40 
merges into the upper face of the section 23. 
The length of the rib 39 is that of a conventional 
brick, Such as B, and the straight vertical dis 
tance from the face 40 to the face 42 is the thick 
neSS of the mortar between bricks, The width of 
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the rib, as well as the distance mentioned may, 
of course, be pre-determined and a guide A, with 
a rib to Suit such measurements, be Selected. 
The slotted section 24 of the body portion 0 is 

disposed at the right-hand end of the guide A, as 
in Fig. 1. It may join the ends of the Stepped 
sections 2 and 23 and extend upWardly from 
the Section 20 and is provided with an upWardly 
opening, line-receiving slot 43 the base of which 
merges into one end of the longitudinally-ex 
tending groove 34. 

Referring now to the guide arm f, this ex 
tends downwardly from the body portion 0 at 
the slotted-section end thereof and has a brick 
engaging rear face 45 with its horizontal plane 
coincident with the horizontal plane of the main 
part of the rear face 37 of the section 23. Its 
front face 46 is provided with a downwardly and 
rearwardly slanting slot 4 to contain, if desired, 
the free end portion of a line which may be em 
ployed to govern the lateral position of a Course. 
The guide arm 2 is disposed at the left-hand 

end of the Support portion ) and extends up 
wardly. It has a vertical rib .50 extending along 
its rear face, constructed and arranged to form 
the vertical recess at brick joints and this rib, 
of course, joins the left-hand end of the hori 
zontal rib 39, forming substantially a right angle 
therewith. The rib 50 has a rear or mortar con 
tacting face 5, and parallel, brick-engaging : 
faces 52 and 53. The guide arm 2 also carries 
a rib 54 extending from its Outer end face and 
this rib. 54 has a rear face 56 to engage the olter 
face of a laid brick adjacent its light-hand end. 
There is a downwardly and rearwardly-extending 
line-receiving slot 57 in the arm 2 with its bot 
tom extending to the groove 34. 
Below the arm 2 is the guide arm 3 which 

extends downwardly fronn the support portion 
0 and has a rear face 69 with its plane coincident 

with the plane of the face 56 and adapted to 
engage the face of a brick in the course below 
the brick in the course engaged by the face 5S. 
The faces 45 and 60 are, preferably, in the same 
planes. 
The spirit levels 4 and 5 are preferably of 

conventional construction and embedded in the 
portions 2 and 22 respectively in any approved 
way with their bubbles showing from the mouths 
of the recesses. 
In use, after the two lowermost courses and the 

left-hand corner brick C of the Wall B are laid, 
for example, by conventional line methods, the 
upper surfaces of the bricks of the upper course 
are swiped free of mortar D and the guide A, 
grasped preferably by the forward part of the 
Support portion 0, is set in place with the faces 
45 and 60 abutting the front faces of two adja 
cent bricks C in the upper course and the rear 
face 56 of the rib 54 engages the front face of 
the corner brick and the face 52 of the lib 5’ en 
gages the right-hand end face of this brick. At 
this time, the lower face 42 of the rib 39 engages 
the front part of the faces of the two adjacent 
bricks of the coulse below the corner brick and 
to the right of that corner brick. When the 
guide A is so Set mortar D is placed over the 
upper exposed faces of the bricks upon which 
the rib 39 rests and upon the end face of the 
corner brick. The thickness of the mortar is 
guided by the size of the ribs. Thereupon, an 
other brick is placed in form contact with the 
mortar and in line with the brick C of the lowel 
course (which may be Seen, as is apparent from 
Fig. 5 by glancing along the slanting face 38), 
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4. 
and Set with the trowel until both levels 4 and 
5 indicate a true position for the brick being 

set. 
When the guide is then removed, the set brick 

Will be set true and the recessed joint Will be 
exactly like the joints of all brick Subsequently 
Set by use of the novel guide A. 

Of course, the usual line E may be employed, 
if desired, but it is necessary only for the two 
lowermost courses of the Wall. 

It will be noted that the stepped section 23 
not only carries the rib 39 to form the receSS 
at the brick joint but it also provides a wall to 
shield the levels 4 and 5 against breakage and 
being accidentally obscured by mortar. 

Various changes may be made to the form of 
the invention herein shown and described with 
out departing from the spirit of the invention 
or scope of the claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. In a wall guide, a body portion including 

an elongated Support Section having a forward 
edge and upper face, a Second Section supported 
thereby and having an upper face and an elon 
gated rib-carrying section rearwardly of said for 
Kiard edge and having an upper face, spaced 
above the horizontal plane of Said first-named 
face, a rear face with a first portion of said real 
face Substantially normal to said upper face of 
Said rib-carrying section and a second portion 
of said rear face inclined to the vertical plane 
Ci Said first portion and extending longitudi 
nally of Said elongated rib-carrying section from 
Cne end of Said first portion, and an elongated 
rib extending horizontally from said first por 
tion to and ending at Said one end and free of 
Said inciined portion, the length of said rib being 
Substantially the length of a conventional brick. 

2. In a Wall guide, a body portion including 
: an elongated Support section having a forward 

Side edge and upper face, a second section spaced 
from Said forward edge, extending upwardly 
frolin Said face and having an upper face, and 
an eiongated, rib-Carrying Section rearwardly of 
Said Second Section and having an upper face 
With its horizontal plane spaced above the upper 
face of Said Second Section, a rear face with a 
first portion thereof Substantially normal to Said 
upper face of Said receSS-forming section and a 
Second portion thereof inclined to the vertical 
plane of the first portion. Of Said rear face and 
extending from an end. Of Said first portion, and 
an eloingated rib extending horizontally from 
Said, first portion only of Said rear face, the 
length of Said rib being substantially the length 
of a conventional brick. 

3. In a Wall guide, a body portion including 
an elongated forwardly-extending horizontal 
Support section having a forward side edge, end 
edges and upper face, a Second section rear 
Wardly of Said forward edge, extending upwardly 
froin. Said face and having an upper Surface, and 
an elongated, rib-carrying section rearwardly, of 
Said Second Section and having a top surface 
with its plane above said upper face and upper 
Surface, a real face, with a first portion thereof 
Substantially ngrinal to said top surface and an 
other portion thereof inclined to the vertical 
plane of the first portion and extending longi 
tidinally of Said elongated Section at an end of 
Said first portion, and an elongated rib extend 
ing horizontally from said first portion, the 
length of Said rib being substantially the length 
of a conventional brick; an arm extending up 
Wardly from said support section at one end 
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edge thereof and having a rear surface in sub 
stantially the same plane as said first portion, 
Said arm being provided with a vertically-ex 
tending rib, projecting from said rear surface 
and extending normal to the longitudinal plane 
of Said first rib; and a second arm extending 
downwardly from Said support section and hav 
ing a rear face in substantially the same plane 
as Said rear face of Said elongated Section. 

4. In a wall guide, a body portion including an 
elongated Support section having a forward side 
edge, end edges and upper face, a second sec 
tion rear Wardly of said forward edge, extending 
upwardly from said face and having an upper 
Surface, and an elongated, recess-forming Sec 
tion rearwardly of said second section and hav 
ing a Substantially horizontal top Surface with 
its plane above said upper face and surface, a 
rear face, with a first portion thereof substan 
tially normal to said top Surface and another 
portion thereof inclined to the vertical plane of 
the first portion, and an elongated rib extend 
ing horizontally from said first portion, the 
length of said rib being substantially the length 
of a conventional brick, Said rib having an upper 
horizontal face merging into said top Surface; 
an arm extending upwardly from Said Support 
section at one end edge thereof and having a 
rear surface in substantially the same plane as 
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Said first portion, said arm being provided with 
a vertically-extending rib, projecting from said 
rear Surface and extending normal to the lon 
gitudinal plane of said first rib; a second arm 
extending downwardly from said support section 
and having a rear face in Substantially the same 
plane as said rear Surface. 

ELVIN ID. ARNOLD. 
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