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vided with these spurs loosen far quicker faces of the two shanks being at substantially 
than does the ordinary and common form of the same angle and upon the corresponding 
spike. Furthermore, spikes of the character 
above referred to have the bridge portion 
thereof spaced above the tie, so that the 
shearing effect is resisted almost entirely by 
the main spikc, and whereby a slight bending 
of the spike causes a movement of the spur in 
respect to the body of the spike and a loosen 
ing of the spur. All of these qualities have 
been overcome in my ?????? Having thus described my invention, I. 
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 

15 
Patent: . 
A spike having two parallel shanks of dif 

ferent length, each of uniform cross section 
throughout the major portion of its length 
and each having syne straight side and having 
the opposite side pi rallel thereto and termi 

2{) natingin a boveled urface, tho bevelod sur 

sides and in substantially the same plane, a 
connecting portion between said shanks at 
their upper ends and convex on its under 
side and terminating in a depending curved 
cutting edge, and a head extending across 
the upper ends of said shanks and said con 
necting portion, said head being of greater 
width than said shanks and having an out 
wardly-extending shoulder adjacent the up 
per end of the longer shank. 
In testimony whereof I have signed my 

name to this specification in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

GEORGE K. HOFF. 
Witnesses: 

S. W. FoU LIIKROD, 
GEORGE K. FioFF, Jr. 

25 

30 


