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To all whom it may conce77. 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM W. BLÉHA, a 

citizen of the United States, residing in the 
city of St. Louis and State of Missouri, have 
invented certain new and useful Improve 
ments in Hat-Hangers, of which the following 
is a full, clear, and exact description. 
My invention relates to devices as attach 

able to hats for hanging them up, and has 
for its object to provide a simple device that 
can be attached to the hat, capable of being 
folded out of the way into the hat, when the 
hat is worn. 

It consists in the device hereinafter de 
Scribed, which is a hat-hanger in combina 
tion. With an improvement of the hat-guard 
for which United States Letters Patent No. 
414,507 were granted to myself and Frank F. 
Fife on November 5, 1889. 
In the accompanying drawings, in which 

like letters of reference denote like parts in 
the several figures, Figures 1 and 2 are re 
Spectively a front and back elevation of my 
hat-hanger. Fig. 3 is a vertical sectional view, 
from front to back, of a hat with the hanger 
attached and folded into the same, showing 
in dotted lines its relative position when ar 
ranged for hanging the hat up; and Figs... 4 
and 5 are two enlarged detail views showing 
the action of the controlling-spring for keep 
ing the device in the folded or open position. 
The device consists in the supporting-pad 

A, and the bifurcated wire bracket B, attached 
to one edge of the same, formed into two short 
coil-springs C. These coil-springs C act as 
pivot-bearings for the reduced extension ends 
D of the plate E, which are inserted therein. 
To this plate E are secured the two ends of 
the wire hanging-frame F by inserting the 
ends of the same in perforations in the plate 
and clinching them on the back side, as shown 
at G. The two branches of this wire are car 
ried up and given two similar return bends, 
as shown at H, and then twisted together, 
forming the waist at I. The two branches 
are then formed into the oval loop P and then 
brought together and twisted at K. The 
doubled end is bent over, forming the hook L, 
as shown in Fig. 3, being also separated after 

5o the twist at K, forming a closed loop M. 
(Shown in Figs. 1 and 2.) The middle por 

forming the lip-shaped loop N, and this 
presses, by means of the spring in the coils C, 
against the lower edge of the plate E, tending, 
as shown in Figs 4 and 5, to bring the plate 
E and the attached wire frame F into a plane 
parallel to that of the pad-piece A. The 
plate E, which is preferably made of thin 
sheet metal, is formed with a lip projection 
on its upper edge capable of overlapping and 
retaining the lower edge of a card O, the up 
per edge of which is inserted in between the 
two bends at H. 

It is designed to make use of the pad-piece 
A, which is preferably made of some compara 
tively stiff leather, board, or like material, as 
a vehicle for the hat-dealer's advertising-card, 
which can be pasted or printed thereon. 
On the removable card O it is proposed to 

put the hat-owner's name, which Will act as 
a notice to any person taking down a hat with 
the device attached therein as to whom the 
hat belongs, thereby acting as a guard or pre 
ventive against the inadvertent appropria 
tion of a hat belonging to some one else, in 
in the following manner: When the hat is re 
moved from the hook or other support On 
which it was suspended, the hanger remains 
in the relative position shown in dotted lines 
in Fig. 3, thereby preventing the person from 
wearing the hat until the hanger is turned 
back into the hat, as shown in Fig. 3. In dio 
ing this the attention of the person will beat 
once directed to the name, which while per 
haps not preventing him from taking the hat 
will deprive him of the excuse of mistaken 
identity. 
While the arrangement for the removable 

individual name-card Ois perhaps the prefer 
'able one, yet the card O and the means for re 
taining the same in position may be dispensed 
with and the plate E may be enlarged, allow 
ing room for the name of the hat-owner to be 
stamped directly thereon. 

In applying my device to hats the support 
ing-pad A is inserted under the sweat-band 
R, either at the front or back of the hat, as 
shown in Fig. 3. The action of the spring in 
the lip-bend N, as shown in Figs. 4 and 5, 
will retain it in either of the positions shown 
in Fig. 3. 
The object of forming the doubled end of 

tion of the bracket-piece B is turned up, the wire hanging-frame Finto the perpendieu 
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larly-projecting hook L, as shown in Fig. 3, 
and the end of this hookinto the laterally-ex 
tending loop M, as shown in Figs. I and 2, is 
to provide convenient means for hanging the 
hat on different kinds of supports, using the 
hook, for instance, for hanging the hat on the 
back of a chair and the loop when a nail is 
the most convenient thing to hang the hat on. 
The object in separating the two branches 
of the Wire in the hanging-frame forming the 
loop P is to give more lateral strength to the 
frame than would be secured if the two were 
twisted together the whole length. 

I claim 
1. In a hat-hanger, the combination, with a 

Supporting-pad, of a wire frame secured 
thereto provided with coils for the reception 
of a pivoted plate, a pivoted plate in said 
coils, said plate provided with an upwardly 
extending lug and a card-retainer formed by 
the upwardly-extending lug, and a looped wire 
frame Secured to the plate, said frame formed 
of a continuous piece of wire provided with 

depending folds for the reception of a card, 
substantially as and for the purposes speci 
fied. 

2. In a hat-hanger, the combination, with 
the supporting-pad, of a frame secured there 
to provided with coils for the reception of a 
pivoted plate, a pivoted plate in said coils pro 
vided with an upwardly-extending lug, and a 
frame secured to said plate, said frame formed 
of a continuous piece of wire provided with 
depending folds forming a card-holder in con 
junction with the upwardly - extending lug, 
said frame then twisted and looped and 
finally bent to form a hook, substantially as 
and for the purposes described. 
In testimony whereof I have affixed my sig 

nature, in presence of two witnesses, this 18th 
day of December, 1890. 

WILLIAM W. BLEHA. 
Witnesses: 

J. W. CROOKES, 
J. L. FIORNSBY. 
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