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To all chon it may concern: 
Be it known that JoHN H. BARNEs, citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at Nor 
wich, in the county of New London and 
State of Connecticut, has invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Closures 
for Shoe Uppers, of which the following is 
a specification. 
This invention has reference to wearing 

apparel, and has more particular reference 
to an improved form of closure for the up 
pers of shoes. 
The primary object of the invention is to 

provide a closure for shoe uppers which is 
extremely simple and durable in construc 
tion and capable of being expeditiously fas 
tened or unfastened as desired. 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

vide a closure for shoe uppers which will 
not detract from the neat appearance of a 
shoe and which may be provided at an ex 
tremely low cost. 
Other objects will appear as the nature 

of the invention is better understood, and 
the same consists in the novel form, combi 
nation and arrangement of parts herein 
after more fully described, shown in the 
accompanying drawing and claimed. 
In the drawing, wherein like reference 

characters indicate corresponding parts 
throughout the several views, . . . 

Figure 1 is a top plan view of a shoe pro 
vided with a closure constructed in accord 
ance with the present invention, 

Figure 2 is a transverse sectional view 
taken substantially on line 2-2 of Figure 1, 

Figure 3 is an enlarged fragmentary sec 
tional view showing the closure fastening 
“means in detail, and 
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Figure 4 is an enlarged fragmentary view - 
illustrating the form of key hole slots pro 
vided along one edge of the shoe upper. 

Referring to the drawing in detail, an 
ordinary shoe is shown including an upper 
5 whose forward edges are in spaced relation 
as at 6 and 7, the usual sole 8 being attached 
to the upper in the well known manner. 
In accordance with my invention, a flap 

9 is stitched along the edge 6 as indicated 
at 10 and also along the lower edge of the 
upper between the edges 6 and 7 for a por 

tion of the distance so as to leave the re 
maining side of the flap 9 loose. - 
The shoe upper is provided with a plu 

rality of key hole openings 11 along the 
edge 7 thereof, the enlarged portions of 
which are located remote from said edge 7. 
as shown clearly in Figures 1, 2 and 4. A 
plurality of headed studs 12 are attached to 
the free longitudinal edge of the flap 9, 
each of which is adapted to enter one of the 
openings 11 for fastening the closure, the 
stem of each stud 12 being substantially as 
large as the narrow portion of the opening 
11 with which it cooperates, and the head of 
said stud being substantially equal in size 
to the larger portion of said opening 11. 

In fastening the shoe upper when con 
structed in accordance with the above, the 
flap 9 is drawn towards the side of the 
shoe remote from the stitched edge of the 
flap so as to bring the heads of the studs 12 
in alignment, with the enlarged portions of 
the openings 11, whereupon said studs may 
be entered into said enlarged portions of the 
openings. When the flap 9 is released, the 
upper will naturally expand so as to slide 
the studs 12 into the narrow portions of the 
openings 11 and when so positioned, the clo 
sure is effectively fastened. By simply pull 
ing the flap 9 towards the side of the shoe 
until the heads of the studs 12 coincide with 
the enlarged outer portions of the openings 
11, and then pulling upwardly on said flap, 
the shoe may be quickly unfastened for per 
mitting its ready removal from the foot. 
The construction and manner of use as 
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well as the advantages of the present inven 
tion will be readily apparent to those skilled 
in the art from the foregoing description. 
Minor changes may be made without de 

parting from the spirit and scope of the 
invention as claimed. 
What I claim as new is: 
A shoe comprising an upper provided 

with an opening adapted to be disposed 
over the arch of the foot of a wearer, said 
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opening being provided with spaced side 
edges and a transverse edge which is dis 
posed over the ball of the foot of the wearer, 
a flap secured at one edge to one of the side 
edges of the said opening, and secured at the 
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forward edge to the transverse edge of the 
opening for a portion of the length thereof, 
by Stitching which extends substantially to 
the median longitudinal dimension of the 
flap, the upper having a series of key hole 
slots provided at the opposite side edge of 
the opening, and the free longitudinal edge 
of the flap having headed studs adapted to 

enter the slots and engage under the edges 
thereof when the side edges of the opening 10 
in the upper are spread with relation to 
each other. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signa 
ture. , 

JOHN H. BARNES. 


