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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, WiLLIAM S. FICKETT, a

resident of Rochester, in the county of Mon-

roe and State of New York,haveinvented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Picket
Fences; and I do hereby declare the following
to be a full,clear, and exact description of the
invention, such as will enable others skilled
in theart to which it pertains to make and use
the same.

The object of theinvention relates to picket
fences and to means for securing wires to the
pickets. _

Heretofore a elamp has been employed for
this purpose, such as deseribed in Patent No.
376,299, granted January 10,1888, to A. Fick-
ett. . Said patented clamps are made of sheet

‘metal and consist of two slotted ends joined

by a single side, said ends being provided
with slots lengthwise thereof and with claws
or teeth, The slots in the ends are designed
to receive the fence-wire. Said wireisplaced
against the front of the picket, and the clamp
is passed laterally onto the picket in such
manner that the slotted ends embrace the
wire. Theslotted endsof theclamp, provided
with teeth,are thereupon bent to embrace the
rear angles of the picket, and the teeth are
thereupon forced into the wood on its back
side with sufficient foree to partially embed
the wire in the wood on the front to prevent
it and the clamp from being moved down by
the weight of the wire orof persons climbing
over the fence.

My improvement is designed to remedy the
following defects: Said prior device can only
be applied fo the picket laterally, and there-
fore its ends require to be bent very consid-
erably after they are placed thereon, which
bending is inconvenient and slow, as the op-
eration must be performed after the clamp is
on the picket and on the wire. Two bend-
ings are required—Ifirst, to bring the slotted
ends against the edge of the picket, said ends
having necessarily been made to flare out-
wardly in order that the teeth might pass by
the edgesof the picket when the clamp isfirst
applied thereto, and, secondly, to bend said
ends down toward the rear anglesof the pick-
et, so that the operation of forcing the teeth

into the wood shall cause the ends to closely
embrace said angles. My improved deviceis

so formed that it can pass over the ends of
the picket and be slipped down onto the wire,
and so that the aforesaid bendscan beformed 53
in the clamp before it is placed on the picket
and while it is unencumbered by it or by the
wire, the only operation necessary after it is
slipped upon the picket and over the wire be-
ing the forcing of the teeth into the wood; 6o
and, further, the prior construction, whieh ne-
cessitates the forcing of the wire into the wood

of the picket forits propersupport, bendsand
distorts the pickets and injures the appear-
ance of the fence. - This objection I avoid by 65
cutting a small transverse kerf or slot in the
face of the picket by sawing or otherwise.
Into this slot the wire is forced, said slot be-
ing by preference slightly smaller in cross-
section than the wire.

An additional advantage of the present
construction is that all the clamps of a picket
can be secured thereon at one operation. To
effect this, each elamp is slipped over the end
of the picket and down upon a wire previously 73
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placed in a slot, and when all are so placed,

the picket and clamps being properly sup-
ported by the contact of asuitable bar or an-
vil, the several clamps can be clinched either
all together by means adapted to strike them So
all simultaneously or they may be secured
one by one by suitable pressure or blows.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a partial front elevation of two pickets hav-
ing wire secured thereto by clamps. Fig. 2is 8g
a partial rear elevation of a single picket.
Fig. 3 is an edge view of the same. Fig. 4 is
a transverse section on the line 4 4 of Fig. 1,
and Fig. 5 is a perspective of a clamp in-
verted. 90

Fence-pickets of usual form are denoted by
numeral 1, except that on the face of each is
made a transverse cub or slot.at the point
where the two wires are secured thereto.
This may be a single wire, or two may be 95
twisted together.

In Fig. 8 is shown a clamp having a side 3
entire and having two ends provided with
transverse slots 4 in close proximity to the
side 8. The side opposite 3 is not made en- 100
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tire, but consists of the two ends 5, each pro-
vided with teeth 6. The clamp is preferably
stamped out of sheet metal,anditis bentinto
proper form by any appropriate means before
it is put.upon a picket.

In making a fence the bottom wire is first
laid on or in a kerf 7, and then a clamp is
passed over the endsof thepicketandslipped
down upon the wire. The teeth 6 are then
driven or pressed into the wood. These op-
erations force the wire into the kerf without
bending the picket. It is.preferred to slip
the clamp over the top of the picket with the
slots on the lower side, in which case the
clamp will rest upon the wire, as shown in
Fig. 8; but it might first be put on witha slot
on the upper side, in which case the wire
would besubsequently applied. Thearrange-
ment illustrated in said figare is preferable.

My improved clamp ean be applied with
more ease and spezd than those which must
be applied sidewise to the picket, and the
picket is not bent nor the fence distorted by
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any pressure required to embed the wire in
the same.

ITaving thus described my invention, what
I desire to secure by Letters Patent is—

1. The clamp of sheet metal, having one side
connected by two ends slotted transversely
and in cloge proximity to said side and hav-
ing toothed endsopposite the side first named,
substantially as set forth.

2. The clamp of sheetmetal, having its ends
provided with transverse slots 4in close prox-
imity to its front side and having the toothed
ends, in combination with the picket having
the transverse kerf and with the wire, sub-
stantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof I have signed this
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specification in the presence of two subserib- 40

ing witnesses.
WILLIAM 8. FICKETT.
Witnesses:
J. C. SWIKEHARD,
Wi L. MATTHEWS.




