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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, JoHN RICEIARDsoN, of 

New York, in the county of New York and 
State of New York, have invented certain Im 
provements in Folding Chairs, of which the 
following is a specification: 
My invention consists in an improved con 

Strugtion of folding chairs, whereby they may 
be placed and held in any desired position, or 
folded compactly for transportation or storage, 
as hereinafter more fully explained. 

In the drawings, Figure 1 represents a side 
elevation of my improved chair in its ordinary 
position for use; Fig. 2, a longitudinal section 
of the same extended to form a reclining-chair; 
Fig. 3, a back view of the chair; Fig. 4, a view 
of the same folded for storage or transporta 
tion; and Fig. 5, a side elevation, partly in sec 
tion, showing a modified form of my inproved 
chair. 

In constructing this chair. I provide two 
pairs of legs or supports, A and A', which are 
Crossed and pivoted on a common cross-bar, 
C, in the usual manner, the legs A' being car 
lied upward, as shown in Figs. 1, 2, 3, and 4, 
to form the back-frame 0 or support for the 
same. The seat B, which is either made of 
some rigid material or provided with a rigid 
frame, is hinged or pivoted, at or near its front 
edge, to the upper ends of the legs A, as shown 
at b, and is provided at its rear with two links, 
l, one at each side, which are pivoted to the 
Seat, as shown as O. These links l are con 
1nected by a cross-rod, m, the ends of which 
rod extend a short distance beyond the links, 
as shown in Fig. 3. On the rear of the back 
frame or upper portion of the legs or supports 
A is a rack, which contains two series of 
notches, h. and i, the notches h being to receive 
the projecting ends of the cross-rod n, as shown 
in Figs. 1, 2, and 3. It will readily be seen 
that by placing the ends of the rod m in a 
higher or lower notch the upper and lower 
ends of the legs or supports A and A' are 
drawn together or thrown apart, thus elevat 
ing or lowering the seat, while the natural tead 
ency of the legs or supports to spread apart 
holds the ends of the rod m firmly in the notches 
h, any additional weight placed upon the seat 
or back tending to hold them more securely 
in place. 

Attached to the seat at each side, near its 
front edge, is an arm, D, saidi arms being pro 
vided at their bend with a hinge-joint, e, as 
shown in Figs. 1, 2, and 3, to allow them to be 
straightened out for the purpose of folding the 
chair more compactly than could otherwise be 
done. These arms D are connected at their 
rear ends by a cross-rod, n, the ends of which 
extend a short distance beyond the arms D, in 
the same manner as the ends of the rod an ex 
tend beyond the links l, and as clearly shown 
in Fig. 3. These projecting ends of the rod n, 
engage in the notches i, which, as shown, are 
made considerably deeper than the notches h, 
the rear face of the notches being curved for. 
Ward at the top, so as to engage over the ends 
of the rod in and prevent its accidental dis. 
placement. This construction is rendered 
necessary by the fact that any pressure down 
ward on the arms would naturally tend to 
shove the ends of the rods directly backward 
out of the notches i when made in the form of 
the notches h. The back is in this case shown 
as made separate from the upper ends of the 
legs or supports A', and hinged between them 
at its upper end, the lower end being held 
from swinging back by the rod m. This ar 
rangement causes the back to be held close to 
the rear edge of the seat in all positions in 
which the chair is used, and enables the chair 
to be more compactly folded. 
By hinging the links to the seat a consid 

erable unovement of the legs and back is per. 
mitted without danger of the ends of the rod 
m becoming detached or removed from the 
notches or rack h, while at the same time it 
allows the rear of the seat to Swing down close 
against the back. In order to convert the 
chair into a reclining-chair, I provide the seat 
with a slide, g, arranged to pass into or under 
the same, and capable of being drawn out, as 
shown in Fig. 2, thus considerably lengthen 
ing the chair. By placing the ends of the rods 
m and n in their lowest respective notches, 
and drawing out the slide g, it will be seen that 
a very comfortable and convenient reclining 
chair is formed quickly and easily. 

It is obvious that the back C may be rigidly 
attached to or made with the upper portion 
of the legs A, if preferred; but the form shown 
is thought to make a more perfect device. 
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In Fig. 5 is shown a modified form of my 
improved chair, in which the back C is made 
entirely separate from the legs, and the method 
of locking the chair is somewhat altered. In 
the chair, as there represented, are two pairs of 
legs or supports, A and A', pivoted on a coln 
mon rod or cross-bar, c, as in the other, the 
rack on the back of the legs A' being omitted, 
and a notched or perforated plate, S, being 
placed on the front side thereof instead. The 
seat B is pivoted to the legs A at or near its 
front edge, as before, and provided at its rear 
with two rigid hooks, r, one at each side, . 
which engage in the recesses or notches of 
the plates, and hold the parts firmly in place. 
The back C is pivoted to a cross-bar, t, which 
extends across between the upper ends of the 
legs A, and which serves to hold the chair to 
gether. The sides of the back-frame are ex 
tended downward, as shown in Fig. 5, a suf 
ficient distance to bear against the cross-bar 
C, and thus prevent the back from falling 
over backward. 

It is apparent that arms may be attached 
to a chair of this construction, or that they may 
be omitted from the chair represented in Fig.1. 

It is likewise obvious that these methods of 
locking the chair in different positions may 
be used for camp-stools having no backs. 

In practice I prefer to make the rack sepa 
rate and attach it to the chair by means of 
screws, bolts, or other devices, and also the 
plate s. 
This construction enable me to make a very 

complete and efficient chair, not liable to be 
come unlocked accidentally, capable of a wide 

range of adjustments, and cheap to manufac 
ture, and very convenient for transportation 
and storage. 

I am aware that chairs have before been 
made in which the seat is hinged at its rear 
edge, and also with seats made adjustable in 
various ways, and also that chairs have before 
been provided with adjustable and detachable 
leg and foot rests, and with hinged and ad 
justable arms, and, therefore, I do not claim 
any of these features, broadly; but 
What I do claim is 
1. A folding chair consisting of the pivot 

ed cross-legs A and A', with the seat B pivot 
ed to the legs at its front edge, and provided 
at its rear edge with the hooks r, arranged to 
engage with the plates s, or the equivalent ad 
justing devices shown in Fig. 1, all construct 
ed and arranged to operate as set forth. 

2. In combination with the folding legs and 
seat, arranged as described, the hinged arms 
D, connected by the cross-rod n, arranged to 
engage in the notches or hooks i upon the 
back, substantially as shown and described. 

3. The combination of the pivoted legs. A 
and A', hinged adjustable seat B, and the 
sliding leg - rest g, all constructed and ar 
ranged to operate substantially as set forth, 
whereby the chair can be converted into a 
couch, and also be folded up at will, as herein 
described. 

JOHN RICHARDSON. 
Witnesses: 

WM. H. DUSENBERRY. 
W. G. BERGER. 


