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6 Claims. (CI 128-334) . 
My invention relates generally to surgical in 

struments, and specifically to episotomes or in 
struments aiding in the performance of an 

i episiotomy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Heretofore, the performance of an episiotomy 
has frequently been complicated by the difficulty 
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of making a perfect anatomical repair, i.e., by 
difficulty in arranging perfect coincidence of the 
skin, facia, muscle, and mucous membrane when 
the sutures are applied. There has often been a O long period of time necessary to carefully and 
correctly apply sutures. The application of 
sulfonamide powders has interfered with the proper suturing. . . . . . . . . 
By the use of my episiotome, the skin, facia, 

muscle, and mucous membrane are pre-aligned 
before the cut is made because the Sutures are 
applied before the cut. Perfect re-alignment is 
achieved. When the operation is over, the tissues 
are pre-aligned. No time is wasted. The sulfon 
amide powders of choice may be applied without 
interfering with perfect reclosure. Perfect re 
closure is possible, even by one who has not had 
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frequent practice in this particular type of Sur 
gery. These objects and advantages, as well as 
many other objects and advantages, are achieved 
by the use of my invention. . . . 

Referring now to the drawing, 
Figure I is a view in perspective of the body 

member of the episiotome. , 
Figure II is a view in perspective of the base 

plate member of the episiotome. 
Figure III is a view in perspective of the guide 

plate member of the episiotome. 
Figure IV is a view of the episiotome assem 

bled in an operative position. . . . 
Figure W is a view of the guide plate in oper 

ative position. 
The invention is comprised of a body member 
having a retaining block 2 and a positioning 

block 3 at opposite ends thereof. Intermediate 
of the retaining block 2 and the positioning block 
3, there is located a plurality of separators 4. 
The retaining blocks 2 is of a height slightly 
greater than the separators 4 and is provided With 
a retaining groove 5 in the side facing the posi 
tioning block 3. This groove 5 is at a height ap 
proximately that of the separators 4. The re 
taining block 2 is also provided with two holes 
6, 6 passing entirely through the block. 2. The 
positioning block 3, is provided with two pins, 7. 
As the positioning block 3 is of the exact height of 
the separators 4, the pins 7, 7 are substantially 
higher than the separators, as illustrated in Fig 
lure I. 
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... through the skin, facia, muscle, and mucous 

vided with a beveled edge is intended to fit into 
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base-plate 8 is provided with two holes 9.9, de 
signed to fit the pins 7, 1. The holes 9, 9 are 
somewhat larger in circumference than the pins 

de plate 10, illustrated in Figure III is provided with a center guide channel I.T. 
guide plate: G is also provided with two sharp . . 
pins, 2 and at the opposite end, two holes 13, 13. 
A series of notches 14, 14, etc., are located on the 
outside of the guide plate Oat points correspond- . 
ing with the openings between the separators 4. 
The various elements of the episiotome' are 

preferably of metal although other materials, 
such as plastics, may possibly be used. . . . 
The use of the episiotome is as follows. The 

beveled edge 5 of the base-plate 8, is engaged 
with the retaining groove 5, and the holes 9, 9 
are engaged with the pins 7, 7. Since the holes 
9, 9 are somewhat larger in circumference than 
the pins 7, 1, this may be effected because of the 
longitudinal movement of the base plate 8 there 
by permitted. The plate 8 and the body member 
as thus conjoined are inserted into the vaginal 

vault. The pins 2, 2 are now inserted into the 
perineum 8 at the desired level and the plate 8 
and body member are manipulated to cause the 
pins 2, 2 to enter the holes 6, 6.. When this 
has been effected, the holes f3, 3 are engaged 
with the pins 7,7, and the entire instrument 
pressed tightly together. - 
Sutures of appropriate length are now inserted 

in the perineum by a curved needle and passed . 
through the Space between the separators 4, 4, 
etc. The ends of sutures are left free but may 
be, for convenience, passed through a small ring 
attached to the linen of the patient and held to 
gether by a Small clamp so as to be out of the 
way. The notches 4 act as guides for the inser 
tion of the needle. Since the. needle passes 

membrane when entering, and the same layers 
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when leaving, but in reverse, there is perfect 
anatomical alignment of the four layers because 
no incision has yet been made. The episiotomy 
is now performed by using a scalpel or scissors to 
make a cut 7 on the part of the perineum ap 
pearing in the channel . The instrument is now 
disengaged from the perineum leaving the su 
tures, and delivery is effected. The sulfonamide 
powders of choice may now be used. The sutures 
may then be tied, the layers falling automati 
cally into perfect alignment. 

the retaining grooves. The opposite end of the 
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I intend the drawing and Specification as 

merely illustrative of my invention as many 
changes in the precise form thereof may be made 
within the scope of the claims without departing 
from the Spirit of the invention. 
I claim: 
1. A surgical instrument comprising a body 

member having at one end a grooved retaining 
block, with a hole extending therethrough, at the 
other end a positioning block with a pin extend 
ing therefrom, and a plurality of separators in 
termediate of the retaining and positioning 
blocks; a retaining plate positioned on the body 
member engaged with the groove of the retain 
ing block and the pin of the positioning block; a 
guide plate having a plurality of notches along 
each of its marginal edges, a central longitu 
dinal channel, a sharp pin adjacent to the open 
ing of the channel, a hole adjacent to the end 
of the channel, the said guide plate being adapted : 
to be positioned on the body member over the re 
taining block with the pin thereof engaged with 
the hole of the retaining block and the hole en 
tgaged with the pin of the positioning block. 
*2. A surgical instrument comprising a body 
member having a plurality of separators; a re 
taining-plate positioned over the separators 
whereby the openings between them are closed; a 
guide-plate having a central channel positioned 

i? over the retaining-plate, and having notches 
thereon whereby the location of openings between 
the separators are indicated. 

3. A surgical instrument comprising a body 
member having a plurality of separators; a re 
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taining plate disengageably associated therewith 
whereby the openings between the separators are 
closed; a guide-plate disengageably associated 
with the body member over the retaining plate, 
and having a channel and notches, along the 
side edge, said notches being positioned to indi 
cate the location of the Spaces between the sepa 
rators. 4. A surgical instrument comprising a body 
member having a plurality of separators; a clo 
sure plate associated therewith over the sepa 
rators; a channeled plate associated with the 
body member over the plate, with indicating 
means thereon to show the location of the Spaces 
between the separators. 
5. A surgical instrument comprising a body 

member having a plurality of transverse channels 
formed thereon; a retaining member positioned 
over the transverse channels whereby their open 
sides are closed; a guide member having a central 
channel positioned over the retaining member, 
and having indicating means thereon in corre 
spondence with the channels of the body member. 

6. A surgical instrument comprising a body 
member having a plurality of transverse channels 
formed thereon; a retaining member positioned 
over the transverse channels whereby their open 
sides are closed; a guide member having a cen- i. 
tral channel positioned over the retaining mem 

30: ber, and having indicating means thereonincor respondence with the channels of the body mem 
ber; pin receiving holes in the body member; and 
sharp pointed pins on the guide member. . . 
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