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-1 Claim.

The invention relates to a display box having
a readily removable cover portion constituted of
a single piece of transparent material, shaped to
the desired contouration from a . blank of such
transparent material, with the edge portions of
the blank curved downwardly and secured to-
gether at their corner meeting edges by strips of
materigl, either opagque, transparent, or translu-
cent.

An object of the invention is to provide a dis-
play box for articles of general merchandise
which makes possible the display of such mer-
chandise while contained in the box, the contents
being visible in substantially any position of the
display box. A more particular object of the in-
vention is to provide a cover portion for such
display box which is fabricated of a single piece
or sheet of transparent material which may be
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die-cut from larger sheets of such material, pro- -

vided with metallic or other opaque, or transpar-
ent or translucent material, of the same or differ-
ent composition from that of the body, marginal
edging, the blank of sheet material being bent
throughout its four lateral marginal portions to
form a cover which can be applied to the base
portion of the box as a unit and readily removed
therefrom to provide access to the merchandlse
displayed therein.

A still further object of the invention is to pro-
vide a display box having a cover portion which is
characterized throughout its peripheral edges by
a reinforced metallic strip and by a plurality of
strips of material, of metal or similar rigid mate-
rial acting as the means of joining together the
meeting edges of the side elements of the cover.
A still further object of the invention is to pro-
vide the four corners of the display box, and more
particularly of the cover portion thereof, with re-
inforcements in the form of small bent metallic
tabs enfolding the corner portions of the cover
member.

Other chjects of the invention will be a,ppa,rent
to those skilled in the art from the following de-
tailed description of a particular embodiment of
my invention taken in conjunction with the ac-
companying drawing, in which Fig. 1 is a plan
view of a blank of transparent material from
which the cover portion of my novel display box
is adapted to be formed; Fig. 2 is a plan view of
the cover portion formed of the blank of Fig. 1,
with the lower edge portions thereof joined to-
gether, at the corners, by metallic tabs; Fig. 3 is
a side view of the cover portion of the display
box shown in Fig. 2; Fig. 4 is in enlarged detail
showing the application of a strip of opaque
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material, such as. metal to the corners of the
cover for joining. the contiguous meeting edges
of the sides of the. cover; Fig. 5 is a.section on
the line 5—5 of Fig. 4; Fig. 6 is a section on the
line 6—$6 of Fig. 5; and Fig. 7 is a perspective
view of a display box constructed in accordance
with my invention.

Referring more partlcularly to the drawing, in

-which similar reference .characters identify simi-

lar parts in the. several views, 10 designates a

‘blank of transparent sheet material such as cel-~

Julose acetate, of sufficient thickness to be self-
sustaining when shaped to any particular con-
figuration. .Such blank of sheet material is die-
cut, the blank being formed with substantially
vzshaped cut-outs 11, having arcuate sides, at the
four corners thereof, the depth of the cut-outs
from the edges of the blank being substantially
that equivalent to the depth of the cover portion
of the display box to be fabricated. At the same
time that the blank is die-cut from a large strip
of the transparent material, provision may be
made for the cutting of slits 12 at a point slightly
removed  from the apices of the V-shaped cut-
outs, which slits are disposed at right angles to
the center lines of -such cut-outs, all for the pur-
pose hereinafter to be described. -

-Throughout the peripheral edges of the blank

. 48 as thus formed, with the exception of the edges
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forming the cut-outs [, there are applied strips
13 of an opaque material, for instance metal foil,
which strips are secured to the peripheral edges
of the blank 19, as clearly indicated in Fig. 6, by
turning over the edge 15 of the blank {0 and hav-
ing such turned-over edge encompassed by the
looped edge (48 of the strip 13, the free edge of
the loop 14 entfering into the space between the
blank 10 and the turned-in edge 15 thereof, As
the strip of opaqtte material 13 is of rigid mate-
rial, such reinforcement, thus applied, by slight
pressure upon the strip, will be permanently se-
cured to the peripheral edges of the blank 10.
The blank of transparent material is then
formed into the cover member illustrated in Fig.
2 by having the edge portions: thereof curved
downwardly until the arcuate edges of each of
the ‘cut-outs - 11 are brought into substantially
juxtaposed position, i. e. with such edges sub-
stantially meeting. TUpon the formation of the
cover member in this manner, there is applied
to each of the corners thereof a right-angled
tab 16 enfolding by its side elements the adjacent
corner portions of the cover material, the tabs
being secured, as shown in Fig. 5, between the

. outer surface of the acetate material and the in-
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ner surface of the turned-in end I4 of the rein-
forcing strip 13. Preferably, though not neces-
sarily, the tabs 16 may be further secured in po-~
sition by drops of solder uniting them to the upper
edge of the loops 14 of the metallic reinforcing
strips 13.

In this manner, a substantially completed cover
portion for a display box has been produced,
which however, is not of pleasing appearance nor
of sufficiently rigid construction by reason of
the visibility of the joints between the side ele-
ments of the cover portion produced by the
meeting edges thereof, and of the inherent weak-
ness of such joints. In accordance with my in-
vention, I provide not only a covering for such
meeting edges but also a means of reinforcing the
same, by means of strips of metal or similar
rigid material, or of any plastic material, or even
fabric, such strips 17 being laid over the meeting
edges of the sides of the cover so as to extend
from the bottom of the cover in an are upwardly
over- the surface thereof and straddling ‘such
meeting edges to the slits 12.  The edges of .the
reinforcing strips 17 are passed through such
slits. 12 and such end portions 18 bent inwardly
s0 as to secure the strips in position at such end
thereof. The other end 19 of the reinforcing
strips may be secured to the outer edges of the
horizontal reinforcing strips 13, for instance by
solder. In the case of a plastic material consti-
tuting the strips 17, such material may be. ap-
plied in its desired position and cemented in any
suitable manner. Thus, the strips 17 may be
formed of cellulosic material similar to the mate-
rial of the body of the cover, such strips being
secured .in place by a suitable adhesive, or by
“welding” the materials together, as by heat.

It will be noted that the reinforcing strins 17
are bent along their longitudinal center line so as
to overlap the edges of two adjacent sides of the
COVET,

The cover portion, thus constltuted may be

~utilized in combination with a base 20 having a
peripheral flange 21 and a raised central por-

tion 22 about which the cover portion may be po- .-

sitioned. - It will be understood, of course, that
my . novel display box cover member may be used
for the display of merchandise without the par-
ticular type of base member shown in the draw-

ing, for instance, for the display of articles of -.

merchandise such as jewelry, cutlery, ete., which
may be positioned upon a counter, tray or other
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supporting surface, to which the transparent
cover hereinabove described may be applied.

It will be understood by those skilled in the art,
that while I have described the material of which
my novel display box, and more particularly the
novel construction of cover portion thereof, may
be made, as constituted of a transparent material
such as cellulose acetate, it may be made of any
cellulosic material, for instance, cellulose nitrate,
and compositions containing the same, as Cellu-
loid. Also, it will be obvious that the material,
instead of being transparent; may be translucent.

‘The corner reinforcing strips, while in the pre-
ferred embodiment described as attached or se-
cured to the peripheral metal strips by soldering,
may be otherwise secured in place, for instance by
some solvent. Such corner strips, as hereinabove
indicated, may also be formed of cellulosic mate-

rial, either of the same or different composition

from that of the body of the cover, and such strips
secured: to the cellulosic material constituting the
cover by heat welding, or by heating and pres-
ure, or by use of a.cellulose solvent.

'Thus, while I have described a specific embodl-
ment of my invention, various changes therein,
both.in the configuration of the several elements
and of the composition of the material of which
such elements are constituted, may be made w1th-
out departing from my invention. -

I claim:

A cover for a display box of the chaxacter de-
scribed, adapted for application to a base having
a raised central portion completely enclosed by
said cover when positioned upon the base, and a
flange extending fromthe peripheral edges thereof
against which flange the lower peripheral edge of
the cover abuts, comprising a body of thin trans-
parent sheet material having each of the edge
portions thereof curved downwardly from the
horizontal plane. of the body and spaced from
each other at the corners of the cover, strips of
reinforcing rigid material secured to the periph-
eral edges of said curved portions of said body
and strips of reinforcing material extending ar-
cuately from the bottom corners of the cover
along and covering the adjacent edges of the side
curved portions of said body to a point in the
plane of the body and secured at that point,
whereby, upon the application of said.cover to
said base, a completely enclosed, substantially
transparent display box is formed.

-ANTHONY DI DOMENICO.




