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This invention relates to a device in the
form of a caddy, case or receptacle which
may be used advantageously by smokers and
the invention particularly relates to-an im-

& provement for opening and closing articles of
" the indicated character.. :

The principal object of the invention is
the provision of a device of the indicated
character, which embodies novel features, to

10 the end that the device will be adapted for
use upon the top of a table, desk or the like,
loaded or filled with articles such as tobacco
products, particularly cigarettes, which may
be kept inclosed in the device, but which may

15 be removed therefrom at the will of a person
by a simple manipulation, the cigarettes be-
ing brought to a position in which they will
be conveniently accessible. o :

" The nature of the invention and its dis-

20 tinguishing features and advantages will ap-
pear when the following specification is read

in connection with the accompanying draw-
ings, in which—

Figure 1is a perspective view of the de-
vice shown open. 4

Fig. 2 is a sectional view taken on the line
99 of Fig. 3,and looking in the direction in-
dicated by the arrows. ‘

Fig. 3 is a sectional view taken on the line
3—3 of Fig. 2, and looking in the direction
indicated by the arrows. :

Referring now more particularly to the
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drawings, 1t will be apparent that the device-

involves a two-part case or inclosing struc-
ture consisting of a hollow base part 10 and
a cover 11. The part 10 consists of a base
section 12 which constitutes the bottom or
base of the part 10, and a section 18 of rec-
tangular formation which provides -a front
wall 14, side walls 15 and a rear wall 16.
The base section 12 may be made of any suit-
able material, either glass, wood or compo-
sition material. In the present instance the
base section 12 is made of glass. The base
part 10 may rest on a flat top of a desk or
the like, and will be
while the cover 11 will be movable with re-
spect to the base part 10. The section 13 is

_made preferably of metal, either base metal
50 or precious metal. The section 13 is fitted
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relatively immovable,
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to the base section 12 and is secured thereto
in any preferred manner such as by the use
of cément or suitable fastening elements. The
cover 11 is made of metal, either base metal
or precious metal. The cover 11 is hingedly
connected with the rear wall 16 of the sec-
tion 13, and is therefore movable to opened
and closed positions with respect to the base
part 10.  The hinge construction between the
cover 11 and the rear wall 16 is designated
17, and is of the spring type designed and
adapted to move the cover 11 automatically
to the opened position. The hinge construc-
tion 17 is of well known form and consists of
eyes on the cover 11, and eyes on the upper
‘edge of the rear wall 16.  These eyes receive
a piece of spring steel, which provides the
necessary pintle on which the cover moves,
but also a yieldable means constantly acts to
move the cover 11 to the opened position.

A holder 18 is arranged on, or is connected
with the cover 11 for movement with and
with respect to said cover.: Accordingly the
holder 18 is hingedly connected with' the
cover 11 on the inside adjacent to or in close
proximity to the hinge 17, as indicated at 19:
The hinge construction 19 between the holder
18 and the cover 11 is similar to the hinge
construction 17 hereinabove described. The
spring of the hinge 19 has a normal tendency
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_to move the holder 18 to an angular position

with respect to the cover 11 when the latter
is'in the open position, as shown in Fig. 1,
and allows the holder 18 to assume a position
parallel to the inside face of “the cover ‘11.
The holder 18 is made preferably of metal,
and is designed and adapted to hold articles
such as cigarettes designated 20, or any other
article, in such a manner that they may be
readily grasped to remove the same from the
holder. The holder 18 is of a size to be re-
ceived in the base part 10 when the cover 11
is in the closed position, as shown most clear-
ly in Fig. 2. , '
In order to releasably hold the cover 11
closed there is provided means presently to
be described. The front wall 14 of the sec-
tion 13 has a flange 21 on the upper edge
thereof ~which constitutes :- an  abutment
against which the free edge: of the cover 11 100
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v be apparent that the cigarettes

5 be automatically engaged by
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closes. The front wall 14 also has formed
thereon or secured therewith a strip 22 on
the inside disposed parallel to the flange 21.
A latch member 23 is arranged between the
flange 21 and the strip 22, and is confined
therebetween by the front wall 14 and a plate
24 secured to the front wall 14 on the inside
thereof. In this way the latch member 93
1s meunted for sliding movement. The latch
member 23 has a keeper 25 adapted to be en-

gaged by an L-shaped projection 26 on the

cover 11, when the cover is in the closed posi-
tion, to hold the cover in the closed position.
The projection 26 is movahle through a hole
or slot 27 in the flange 21. “The latch member
23 is under the influence of a contractile
spring 28 which has one end thereof con-
nected with one end of the latch member 23,
as at 29, and the opposite end thereof is con-
nected with the strip 22 as at 30, The spring
constitutes a yieidable means constantly act-
ing on the latch member to move it to a posi-
tion in which its keeper 25 may be engaged
by the projection 26 on the cover 11, in the

5 movement of the latter to the closed position,

A rocker 31 is pivotally connected as at 82
with the latch member 23. This rocker 31
has a manipulating butten 33, and a cam 34.
One corner of the cover 11 is cut away, and
the flange 21 is also cut away to allow the
rocker end having the button 33 thereon to
extend exteriorly of the cover when the lat-
ter is in the closed position. The cam 34 is
always in contact with a block 35 on the front
wall 14 by the action of the spring 28. When
the latch member is in the position shown in
Fig. 8, it may be moved to. disengage its
keeper 25 from the projection 26, to allow
the cover to be moved to the opened position
by the spring hinge 17, by manipulating or
pressing down on the button 33. It will be
apparent that by pressing down on the button
33, the eam 34 of the rocker will fulerum
on the block 35, eausing the latch member

- 23 to. move to the right against the action of

the spring 28. The cover 11 will then fly
open and carry with it the holder 18 which
will assume an angular pesition with respect
to the cover 11 as shown in Fig. 1. Tt will
arranged in
the holder 18 will be conveniently aceessible.
When pressure on the button 38 is withdrawn,
the spring 28 retracts the latch member 23 to
a normal position, in which its keeper 25 will
the projection
26 on the cover 11, as the latter is moved to
the elosed position. The holder 18 will as-
sume a position within the base part 10 as
the cover 11 is moved to the closed position.

In order to afford aceess to the latch mem-
ber 23 and the spring and vocker connected
therewith, the plate 24 hereinbefore referred
to is detachable, use being made of small
serews 36 which extend through holes in the
plate 24 and one of which is screwed into
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the block 35, and the other one of which is
screwed into a similar block 87. The lower
edge of the plate 24 cloges against a strip or
flange 38 formed integral with or secured to
the front wall 14 of the section 13. The upper
edge of the plate 24 closes against or abuts the
flange 21.

It is to be understood that the invention
is not restricted to the precise arrangement

of parts shown and described, as details of:

construction may be modified and rearranged
without departing from the spirit of the
invention, the scope of which is limited only
by the terms of the appended claim.

We claim: -

A device including a movable closure mem-
ber, an abutment against which said member
closes, a projection on said closure member
which. passes through an opening in said
abutment, a latch

member paralleling the !
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abutment, movable endwise and adapted ~

to be engaged by said projection to hold said
closure member closed against the abutment,
yielding means connected with one end of
the latch member to move said latch member
to a position to be engaged by said projec-
tion as the closure member is moved to the
closed pesition, and depressible means corn-

nected with the other end of said latch mem-

ber which projects through said abutment
and which also projects exteriorly of said
closure member when the latter is in its
closed position adapted to be manipulated
to move said latch member to disengage it

from said projection to allow the closure

member to be moved to its opened position.
MORRIS GOLD.
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