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Zo all whom it may concern: 

ITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
CHARLEs W. SPAULDING, OF CLINTON, IAENE. 

TOY TRICYCLE. 
1,276,587. 

Application filed January 3, 1917.. Serial No. 140,358. 

Be it known that I, CHARLEs W. SPAULD 
ING, a citizen of the United States, residing 

5 at Clinton, in the county of Kennebec and State of Maine, have invented certain new and useful improvements in Toy Tricycles, 

10 

of which the following is a specification. 
. This invention relates to improvements in toy tricycles. It is especially design 

provide a vehicle for small children which 
... is simple in construction and which is easily and conveniently operated. 

s15 
:...In the drawings herewith accompanying 
and forming a part of this application Fig 
ure 1 is a side elevation of my improve tri cycle, the hither wheel being removed and 
a part of one of the frame supporting up rights being broken away; Fig. 2 is a plan 

20. view of the same, the seat being removed; Fig. 3 is a detail elevation of the inside of wheel and pawl; Fig. 4 is a plan view of a 
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3. 

somewhat different embodiment of the in 
vention, the seat and a portion of the 
frame being removed; Fig. 5 is a rear end 
elevation without the wheel and operating 
mechanism of the form shown in Fig. 4; 
Fig. 6 is a detail view of the pawl which 
locks the drum to the axle and its supporting 
post; Fig. 7 is an elevation of a modified 
form of my device, and Fig. 8 is a plan view of same. 
The same reference characters indicate like parts in the Several figures. 

resents the rear wheels, 2 the rear ax 
Referring now to the embodiment of my invention shown in Figs. 1, 2 and 3, 1 rep 

le, 3 the front wheel which is also a steering wheel 
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5. 

and 4 its axle, constituting the running gear. 
The frame comprises a transverse bar 5, two 
uprights 6 with two side blocks 6* mounted 
on the rear axle outside the wheels and a 
longitudinal connecting bar 7. The front 
end of bar 7 is pivotally secured to a post.8 
mounted on and between uprights 9 in which 
the axle of the front wheel is journaled. A 
convenient means for connecting bar 7 to 
post 8 is shown and consists of a U-iron 10 
into which the end of the bar 7 projects and 
to which it is secured by a pivot pin, 11. The 
bar may have its rear end mortised into bar 
5 as shown at 12. Mounted on a transverse 
pivot bar 13 set in bar 7 are treadles 14 pro 
vided with foot rests 15, one on each side of 
said bar. For convenience the treadles are 

ed to 

spaced apart from bar 7 by spacing blocks 
16. On the rear axle are two drums 17 hay 
ing on their outer ends ratchets 18. The 
inner or adjacent ends 19 of the drum are 
preferably of smaller diameter than the 
main part. On the inside of the wheels are 
pivotally mounted pawls 20 which are held in yielding engagement with said ratchets 
by means of springs 21. Secured to the ends 
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of the treadles 14 are cables 22 which pass 
more than once: around the larger end of 65 said drums 17. Secured to some stationary 
part of the device, for instance to the under 
side of the spacing block 16, are coil springs 
23 carrying cables 24 which pass more than 
Once around the reduced ends of the drums. 
This arrangement of treadles, drums and ac 
tuating mechanism gives great power and 
speed. * . . 

The operation of this embodiment of my invention is as follows. . 
The operator sitting on a seat 25 on the frame and straddling the bar 7 places his 
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feet on foot rests 15 and presses the treadles down, preferably alternately, which imparts 
a partial rotation to the drums and by means 
of the pawl and ratchet imparts a forward 80 
motion to the machine. When the pressure . 
is removed from the treadles the springs 
which were distended by rotation of the drums automatically retract and rotate the 85. drums in the opposite direction, thereby lift 
ing the treadles again to operative position. 

In the embodiment of my invention shown 
in Figs. 4, 5 and 6 show a different method 
of mounting the rear end of the longitudi 
nal frame bar 7, a different way of mount ing the seat and a different way of operat 
ing the drums, but the main features are 
substantially the same as shown in Figs. 1, 2 
and 3. In Figs. 4, 5 and 6 the rear wheels 
are mounted on a divided axle 26. Inside 
the wheels mounted on the axle are inwardly 
curved uprights 27 which support he seat 
25. On the inner adjacent ends of he axle'. 
are uprights 6 between which the longitudi 
nal frame bar 7 is secured. In this case 
posts 28 are rigidly secured to the axle in 
any convenient manner as by a key 29 taking 
into a recess in the axle. Mounted on posts 
28 are the operating pawls 20 held in yield 
ing engagement with the ratchets on the 
drums by springs 21, as before. 
The operation is substantially the same 
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except that in this case the forward rota tios). Of the druins through the pawls and 
r:tchets rotates the posts 28 aid throligh 
then the axle and the wheels which a 
rigidly secured to the axle. in the embodiment of my invention shown 
in Figs. 7 and 8 is shown a different netliod if nounting the steering wheel lipon the 

In this case there is a 'Ol 30 

s rod is inserted in an 
tracted extension 31 and Se 

cured therein in any convenient Way as by 
pegs 32. The end of bar rests upon said 
extension. Secured to rod 30 in any coll 
venient manner as by a peg 33 is a collar 3-4 
which rests upon the top of bar 7. The rod is provided with any convenient Operating 
handie, as 35. The rod is rotatable relative to a . the purpose of steering the tri 
cycle. This ai'angement, is cheaply Con 
structed, and the rod being inclined presents 
the operating handle in a more convenient 
position for the rider. 

I claim: 1. in a device of the character described, 
real', wheels and axle, uprights linoil inted 
upon the axle outside the wheels, a sliport 
ing frame including a trails verse bal' Sup ported by said uprights and a longitti dinal 
bar, operating mechalism fol' in parting 
limited rotary motion to the wheels and 

3.27 6, 5 

means for automatically returning the op 
ei'ating mechanism to ready position. 

2. In a device of the character described, 'ear wheels and axle, uprights mounted 
upon the axle oltside the wheels, a support 
ing frame including a transverse bar sup ported by said uprights and a connecting 
longitudinal bar, a seat rigidly 'secured to 
Said ba's, whereby one is braced relative to 
the other by the seat, a steering wheel piv 
otally attached to the front end of said lon 
gitudinal bar, operating mechanism for in 
paiting limited rotaly motion to the wheels 
and means for automatically returning the 
operating mechanism to ready position. 

3. In a device of the character described, 
lear wheels and axle, a supporting frame 
including a transverse bar and a connecting longitudinal bar, uprights supporting said 
transverse bar upon the axle, a steering 
wheel pivotally attached to the front end of 
slid longitudinal bar, drums loosely mount 
ed on said axle, treadles pivotally attached 
to said longitudinal bar in front of the 
point where the steering wheel is mounted 
on said bar, cables passing around said 
drums and attached to the free ends of said 
tl'eadles, means for hocking the drums to the 'unning gear and means for a titomatically 
returning the treatles to l'eady position. In testimony whereof affix inly signature. 

CHARES V. SPAULDNG. 
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