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Mobile unassisted dormant handoff in a wireless communication system
supporting packet data communications. While in a dormant mode, a maobile
node may change packet zones, wherein different packet zones are serviced by
at least one different infrastructure element, without identifying the change to
the system. The change in packet zone does not necessarily trigger
establishment of a communication path for the mobile node until there is packet
data ready for communication. In one embodiment, mobile assistance is
adapted to the system, and is disabled at the mobile node by an indication in a

system parameter message transmitted by the system and received by the
mobile node.
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