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(57) Abstract: The present invention is directed to stent that has a plurality of axially spaced serpentine bands. Each serpentine
& band comprises a plurality of struts, wherein adjacent struts are connected to each other forming a plurality of peaks and valleys the
& plurality of struts comprise a plurality of adjacent pairs of struts, wherein each adjacent pair of struts comprises a first strut and a
second strut and wherein the first and second struts have a first end, a second end and a length and a plurality of interconnecting
struts axially connect the serpentine bands. The stent further includes a plurality of a connector nodes, wherein a plurality of first

and second struts that are associated with a connector node have a greater stiffness than a plurality of struts that are not associated
with a connector node.
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L__J ‘The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid wrthln the time limit specified |n the invitation. )

D No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM ' PCTASA/ 210

This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
“inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-10,16,29-48

A stent with serpentine bands connected by interconnecting

. struts, with connector nodes and pairs of struts, the pairs
of struts connected to the nodes being stiffer that the ones
that are not connected to the nodes.

2. claims: 21-28,11-15,17-20

A stent with serpentine bands and pairs of struts that
define two different oppening angles in the as-cut state.
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