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(57) Abstract: Provided are a water quality meter, an analysis unit, and flow cell that have reduced measurement noise
caused by bubbles mixed in the flow cell. This water quality meter (101) has an analysis unit (103) comprising a flow
cell (113) having: a detection flow path (203) through which a solution is caused to flow; a light source (112) provided in
part of the detection flow path (203) and irradiating light inside the detection flow path (203); and an image acquisition
device (401) provided facing the light source (112) in part of the detection flow path (203), receiving light from the light
source (112), and measuring at least cither the solution permeability or light absorbance. The image acquisition device
(401) obtains a cross-sectional image (203C) of the detection flow path (203) and divides the cross-sectional image (203C)
into a plurality of areas (A~T).
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This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

(Invention 1) Claims 1-9 and 11-12

Document 1 discloses aclean-in-place system, wherein a sample piece isplaced
inatransparentpipethat allows achemical solutionortheliketo flowtherethrough,
and light from a lighting device below is transmitted through the sample piece
such that dirt attached on the sample piece is imaged by means of a camera, and
wherein the sample piece may have a base givenmultiple colors. In light of document
1, claim1l lacks novelty, andthus does not have a special technical feature. However,
claim 2 that depends from claim 1 has the special technical feature of "a water
quality meter provided with, at the end on the upstream side, an inflow flow path
having a smaller diameter than the detection flow path, where the light source
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side". Claims 3-5 have the same technical feature as claim 2. Accordingly claims
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as invention 2.
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