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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A display card having a commodity Secured thereon. 

An overlay is provided for the display card and is se 
cured thereon. The overlay includes printing having the 
name of the vendor of the commodity or the vendor's 
trademark. The overlay is configured to the same size 
and shape as the base display card. 

———————==== 

This invention relates to a display card, and more par 
ticularly, to a display card having an overlay secured 
thereon containing the private label of a vendor. 

It is now a common practice to vend many small 
commodities such as film, electrical parts, hardware and 
toys on display cards which can be suspended from hooks 
or rods. The hooks or rods are in turn secured on rotata 
ble, floor-mounted turntables, pegboards or from large 
display cases. The display cards usually have the com 
modity visibly displayed in what has come to be known 
as a blister or a bubble. The blister or bubble is a trans 
parent plastic film which is secured against a backing 
card and encloses or retains the commodity, which will 
be in full view to the consumer. 

It has been found that a storage problem for the pack 
ager of the commodities has resulted when the packager 
sells the commodity on the display card to vendors who 
require a private label. Thus, the packager of the com: 
modity will normally place his own company name and 
trademark on the display card. However, many ultimate 
vendors of the commodity require that their private name 
or trademark appear on the display package, rather than 
of the manufacturer or packager of the commodity. In 
the past, the manufacturer or packager has had to pre 
pare and store a large volume of display packages having 
the commodity secured thereon for each of his customers 
that vend the commodity under their private labels. This 
can create a serious cost problem in view of the large in 
ventory which must be kept and the fact that storage 
space must be found for the large inventory. 
The device of this invention overcomes the problems 

of the prior art display packages in that only a minimum 
inventory of completed packages containing the commod 
ities need be kept, in view of the fact that an overlay con 
taining a private label is provided for securement to the 
manufacturer's own display card. 

It is therefore an object of this invention to provide a 
novel display card. 

It is another object of this invention to provide a dis 
play card having an overlay comprising a private label. 
These and other objects of this invention are accom 

plished by providing a display card comprising a backing 
panel, a commodity secured to said panel, and an overlay 
secured to said panel, said overlay having indicia thereon 
identifying the vendor of the commodity. 

Other objects and many of the attendant advantages 
of this invention will be readily appreciated as the same 
becomes better understood by reference to the following 
detailed description when considered in connection with 
the accompanying drawings wherein: 

FIG. 1 is an exploded perspective view of one embodi 
ment of the display card of this invention; 
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FIG. 2 is a rear perspective view of the overlay used in 

the display card of this invention; 
FIG. 3 is a sectional view taken along the line 3-3 of 

FIG. 1, and shows the condition of the display card with 
the overlay secured in place; 

FIG. 4 is a partial exploded perspective view of a 
second embodiment of the display card of this invention; 
and 

FIG. 5 is an enlarged sectional view taken along the 
line 5-5 of FIG. 4 and showing the overlay secured in 
place on the display card. 

Referring now in greater detail to the various figures 
of the drawings wherein similar reference characters re 
fer to similar parts, a display card embodying the present 
invention is generally shown at 10 in FIG. 1. Device 10 
basically comprises a backing panel 12, a transparent re 
tainer 14 securing a commodity 16 in place and an over 
lay panel 18. 

Backing panel 12 is rectangular in shape, but can be of 
any shape generally used as a backing for a display card. 
Conveniently, the backing panel is formed from a stiff 
paperboard. The backing panel includes indicia 20 which 
lists such items as the manufacturer of the commodity, 
the manufacturer's trademark, and descriptive language 
identifying the commodity being sold. By way of exam 
ple, device 10 is shown for vending an electric switch 16. 
The display card is also provided with an elongated slot 
22 which is used for hanging the card from a hook or 
elongated bar. 

Retainer 14 can be of the blister or bubble type which 
is conventionally used for securing a commodity on a 
display card. By way of example, the retainer can be 
formed from cellulose acetate and by the method dis 
closed and claimed in our prior Patent No. 3,326,372. 
The transparent retainer is secured on panel 12 by any of 
the means known to the art such as adhesive, staples or 
by heat sealing the retainer to a heat seal coating applied 
to the face of panel 12. 
To the extent described above, display card 10 is the 

same as that generally used for the display merchandis 
ing of commodities. Under normal practice, where a man 
ufacturer or packager provides display cards for a large 
number of vendors who require their private trademark 
or the name of their company on the display card, the 
manufacturer or packager will stock individual completed 
display cards for each of his customers which will carry 
their own names or labels. This permits immediate de 
livery of the display cards when this is necessary. How 
ever, this also causes an inventory problem, both from 
the standpoint of cost and storage space. Under the pres 
ent invention, these aforementioned problems are substan 
tially eliminated. Thus, the manufacturer or packager 
will continue to make display cards substantially the same 
as that described above. The indicia 20 placed on the dis 
play cards will be for the manufacturer's own company 
and/or trademark or for the company name and/or trade 
mark of the manufacturer's largest customer. Thus, there 
will be a ready supply of the largest selling items. How 
ever, when a customer who requires a private label de 
sires to purchase a number of display cards, the overlay 
18 will be provided. As seen in FIG. , the overlay 18 
carries indicia 24 which indicate the company name and 
trademark of the ultimate vendor of the display package. 
Overlay 18 conforms in size and shape to the upper por 
tion of panel 12 carrying the indicia 20. Additionally, a 
slot 26 is provided which will align with slot 22 when 
the edges of overlay 18 are aligned with the edges of the 
upper portion of backing panel 12. 
As seen in FIG. 2, overlay 18 is provided with an ad 

hesive strip 28 having a releasable covering 30. Adhesive 
strip 28 is pressure sensitive adhesive, and can be applied 
from a strip of double faced adhesive, which is well 
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known in the adhesive art. Covering 30 has an adhesive 
coating to permit its ready removal from the pressure 
sensitive adhesive 28. 
The overlay 18 is applied to the backing panel 12 by 

removing strip 30, aligning the edges of the overlay with 
the edges of the upper portion of panel 12, and pressing 
the overlay and backing panel together. The assembled 
overlay and backing panel are shown in cross-section in 
FIG. 3. As seen therein, the slots 22 and 26 are aligned 
in the assembled condition. Thus, the display card with 
the overlay will give the appearance of a unitary display 
card, and it can be suspended from any of the hardware 
normally used with display cards in the normal manner. 

Having the overlay permits the manufacturer to stock 
a supply of overlays for each of his private label custom 
ers without having to stock complete display packages 
for each customer. Additionally, the vendor can easily 
attach his private label through the use of a double faced 
adhesive tape merely by applying strips of the adhesive 
tape in the manner shown in FIG. 2. 
A modified embodiment of this invention is shown 

in FIG. 4. Backing panel 32 is generally of the same size 
and shape as backing panel 12, and will have a commod 
ity secured thereon in the same manner as backing panel 
12. However, panel 32 is provided with a pair of U 
shaped slots 34. In normal usage the slots will not be 
readily apparent and the upper portion of panel 32 will 
appear to be continuous with the exception of hanging 
slot 22. Overlay 36 is the same size and shape as the up 
per portion of panel 32, and includes a slot 26 which is 
alignable with slot 22. Overlay 36 additionally includes 
a pair of inwardly extending cuts 38 at each side thereof. 
Each pair of cuts 38 forms a tab 40. 
Overlay 36 is used in much the same manner as over 

lay 18. However, the method of securement of the over 
lay in place differs. Thus, in order to secure overlay 36 
in place, tabs 42 formed by slots 34 are pressed inwardly 
toward the rear of panel 32. Tabs 40 are then inserted in 
the slots 34 whereby the overlay 36 will be held securely 
in place. The Securement of the overlay is shown in cross 
section in FIG. 5. 
The embodiment shown in FIGS. 4 and 5 will gener 

ally have the same color or design on the upper portion 
of backing panel 32 and overlay 36. Thus, when the over 
lay is secured in the manner shown, a continuous appear 
ance will still result for the upper portion of the backing 
panel. 

Although two specific methods have been shown for 
securing the overlay in place, other securement means can 
be used for providing a private label on a display pack 
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age. Thus, the entire rear face of the overlay could be 
adhesive coated. However, the strip adhesive shown in 
FIG. 2 is preferred for ease of manufacture and for pur 
poses of economy. 

Without further elaboration, the foregoing will so fully 
illustrate our invention, that others may, by applying cur 
rent Cr future knowledge, adopt the same for use under 
various conditions of service. 
What is claimed as the invention is: 
1. A display card comprising a backing panel, a com 

modity secured to said backing panel and an overlay se 
cured to said backing panel, said overlay having indicia 
thereon identifying the vendor of the commodity, said 
backing panel including an opening formed therein for 
Suspending said backing panel from display card hard 
Ware and said overlay having an opening formed therein, 
with said openings being aligned, whereby said hardware 
will pass through said openings and will support said dis 
play card. 

2. The display card of claim 1 wherein said commod 
ity is secured to said display card by a transparent re 
tainer, whereby said commodity is visible through said 
retainer. 

3. The display card of claim 1 wherein said overlay 
is secured to said backing panel by a strip of pressure 
sensitive adhesive. 

4. The display card of claim 1 wherein said overlay 
includes a pair of tabs formed thereon, and said backing 
panel is provided with a pair of slots, whereby said over 
lay is secured to said panel by insertion of said tabs into 
said slots. 

5. The display card of claim 1 wherein said backing 
panel has indicia thereon identifying the packager of the 
commodity and said overlay covers the indicia on said 
backing panel. 

6. The display card of claim 1 wherein said backing 
panel has a predetermined size and shape at one portion 
thereof and said overlay is coextensive with said portion 
whereby said portion will be completely covered by said 
overlay. 
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