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(54) Title: APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR STABILIZING BODY TISSUE

(57) Abstract: An apparatus for holding a body tissue in a desired orientation includes a first leg and a second leg. The first leg
& includes a first guide post extending toward the second leg. The second leg includes a second guide post extending toward the first
& leg. The first and second guide posts telescopically engage to form a guide track. A first threaded post extends from the first leg
toward the second leg, and a second threaded post extends from the second leg toward the first leg. A turnbuckle body connects the
first and second threaded posts to form a turnbuckle assembly. The proximal ends of the first and second legs are movably connected
by the guide track and the turnbuckle assembly. The distal ends of the first and second legs each include a suction pad adapted to
apply suction pressure to the body tissue to hold the body tissue in the desired orientation.
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Having described the invention, the following is claimed:

1. An apparatus for holding a body tissue in a desired orientation, the
apparatus comprising;

| a first leg having longitudinally spaced distal and proximal ends;

a second leg, laterally spaced from the first leg, adapted for lateral
motion with respect to the first leg, and baving longitadinally spaced distal and
proximal ends;

the distal ends of the first and second legs for contacting the body
tissue;

. the first leg including a first guide post extending toward the second
leg, the second leg including a second guide post extending toward the first leg, the
first and second guide posts telescopically engaging to form a guide track;

a first threaded post extending from the first leg toward the second
leg;

a second threaded post extending from the second leg toward the
first leg;

a turnbuckle body connecting the first and second threaded posts to
form a turnbuckle assembly;

the proximal ends of the first and second legs being movably
connected by the guide frack and the turmbuckle assembly; and

the distal ends of the first and second legs each including a suction
pad adapted to apply suction pressure to the body tissue to hold the body tissue in

the désired orientation.

2. The apparatus of Claim 1, wherein each suction pad includes one or
more suction ports, and a plurality of suction tubes connect the suction ports in

flnid communication with a vacuum source.
3. The apparatus of Claim 2, wherein each suction tube connects one

suction port with the vacuum source, and each suction tube provides independent

suction control to an associated suction port.

AMENDED SHEET (ARTICLE 19)
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4. The apparatus of Claim 1, wherein each suction pad includes one or
more suction ports, each suction port includes a suction cup, and a plurality of
suction tubes connect the suction cups in fluid communication with a vacuum

source,

5. The apparatus of Claim 1, wherein the turnbuckle body is smaller in

a longitudinal dimension than in 2 lateral dimension.

< 8, The apparatus of Claim 1, wherein the distal ends of the first and
second legs each include a suction pad adapted to engage body tissue using suction
pressure, and the turnbuckle assembly is adapted to provide lateral tension to the
body tissue engaged by the suction pads.

- 7. The apparatus of Claim 1, wherein one of the first and second legs

includes a mounting plate adapted to engage with a stabilizing arm and hold the

body tissue in a desired orientation with regpect to the stabilizing arm.

AMENDED SHEET (ARTICLE 19)
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