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This invention relates to Supports, and more 
particularly those which are used in combination 
With a railroad rail for supporting a display me 
dium, or target, although not limited thereto. 

In repairing railroad rails and the like con 
sideration as to safety must be given to the Work 
men, and requires a Warning in the nature of a 
"target' to warn the operators and attendants 
of rolling stock of their presence. Such targets 
usually comprise a clamp member for attach 
ment to the head of a rail and an upright mem 
ber which Supports a sign. These clamp mem 
bers are easily loosened by wind, rail vibration 
and the like and often fall to the ground un 
noticed by the workmen, with attendant jeopardy 
to their safety. Although this difficulty has been 
Overcome to Some extent by utilizing rather com 
plicated clamp members, they require, to erect 
and dissemble, the use of tools which are easily 
misplaced, resulting in a considerable waste of 
time. 

It is one of the objects of the present invention 
to provide a novel support particularly for use in 
combination with a rail and the like, which may 
be easily and quickly attached by assembling its 
component elements in a novel manner. 
Another object is to provide a device of the 

class described which is extremely light in weight, 
easy and cheap to manufacture and one which at 
the same time will prove very rigid and durable 
in Service. 
These and further objects will be apparent after 

referring to the drawings, in which: 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of the device 

of the invention as connected to a railroad rail. 
Figures 2, 3, 4 and 5 are perspectives of the 

Varios elements Of the device of the invention. 
Figure 6 is a plan showing the initial step of 

applying the device of the invention. 
Figure 7 is a plan of the element of Figure 6 

after it has been rotated approximately 90 degrees. 
Figure 8 is a sectional elevation of the element 

of Figures 6 and 7. 
Figure 9 is a plan partly in Section. 
Referring more particularly to the drawings, 

the numeral 2 designates a base member of the 
device of the invention which comprises a Sub 
stantially rectangular plate. This rectangular 
plate 2 is provided on one of its ends with a down 
wardly extending clamp member 3 and at its 
diagonally opposite end with a similar clamp 4. 
The clamp members 3 and 4 are Spaced apart a 
sufficient distance with respect to the longitudi 
nal axis of the plate to provide a clearance Space 

(C. 40-145) 
which is at least as Wide as the Width of the 
head of a railroad rail, to the Section of which they 
are made to substantially conform. 
The plate 2 is apertured in its substantial mid 

portion as at 5 and provided in alinement there- 5 
With, and on its upper surface, with a boss 6 which 
is internally threaded, as at 7, and having a cir 
cumference 8 of hexagonal shape. This boss 6 is 
rigidly Secured to the plate 2 as by welding, as 
indicated at 9. While the boss 6 of the device 10 
of the invention is shown as comprising substan 
tially a large hexagonal nut, it is to be understood 
that it may, in practice, be of any shape other 
than round. , 

A shaft G is adapted to be supported by the boss 5 
portion 6 of the plate 2 and is provided on its 
lower end with a threaded stud-portion 2 and 
With a hardened extremity 3 which is shown 
as being of angular shape. The threaded stud 
portion f2 is preferably secured to the shaft fo 20 
by welding, as at 38. The other end of the shaft 

is Squared, as at 4, and provided for a con 
siderable depth. With an internal recess 5 which 
is likewise Square in cross-section. 

Referring to Figure 6 of the drawings, the plate 
2 is disposed with its longitudinal axis trans 
Verse of the head 6 of a railroad rail 7 With its 
clamp members 3 and 4 on opposite sides there 
of. The plate 2 is then rotated approximately 90 
degrees to the position shown in Figure 7, where 
On clamps 3 and 4 will be made to engage the side 
edges and under sides of the head. 6. The shaft 
fo is then disposed with its threaded stud-por 
tion 2 in the threads of the boss 6. 35 
In Order that the shaft to may be rotated with 

the utmost ease, a novel combined display sup 
porting medium and Wrench is provided. This 
comprises a shaft f8 which is substantially square 
in Cross-section and having on one of its ends 40 
a right angularly extending portion 9. The 
other end of the shaft f8 is rounded as at 20, 
providing a handle or grip portion. The length 
of the shaft f8 is sufficient to permit of the at 
tachment of a sign or target 2, and is prefer- 45 
ably flattened to provide a good bearing area. 
The right angular extension 9 on the shaft 8 

is disposed in the Square bore 5 on the square end 
4 of the shaft 0, as shown in Figure 8, and the 
rounded grip-portion 20 turned in such manner 50 
as to permit the hardened extremity 3 on the 
Stud portion 2 of the shaft 0 to make contact 
With the upper Surface of the head fs of the rail 

7, thus causing the clamps 3 and 4 to rigidly 
engage the under Surfaces thereof. As shown in 55 
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Figure 7, it can be readily seen that the plate 2 
having the diagonally spaced clamps 3 and 4 is 
susceptible to displacement from this position. 
This is prevented by providing a plate 24 which 

5 is substantially rectangular in the manner of the 
plate 2 and provided on its diagonally opposite 
edges which are opposite from the edges on the 
plate 2 carrying the clamps 3 and 4 with down 
wardly extending legs 25 and 26. The plate 24 

I0 is also provided with an aperture 27 in its mid 
portion Which conforms Substantially to the cir 
cumference 8 of the boss-portion 6 of the base 
member. 
As shown in Figure 9, when this plate 24 is 

15 Superimposed on the plate 2 with its legs 25 and 
26 extending downwardly along the side edges of 
the head 6 of the rail 7, a locking engagement 
with the base member 2 is effected. This pre 
vents the rotative displacement of the base mem 

20 ber. 
After the shaft fo has been sufficiently tight 

ened by the right angular extension 9 of the 
Square shaft 8, the extension is removed and 
the shaft arranged in such manner that the 

25 rounded portion 20 thereof may be disposed in 
the recess 5 in the square portion 4 of the shaft 
f0. In this connection it is to be noted that the 
target or display portion on the square shaft 8 
does not extend the entire length of the same, 

30- thus providing a short Square portion 22 which 
seats in the square bore 5 in such manner as to 
resist rotation. 
From the foregoing it will be seen that the de 

vice may be rigidly applied with the least possi 
35: ble effort and by the use of no tools other than its 

component elements. 
While I have shown and described one specific 

embodiment of my invention, it will be understood 
that I do not wish to be limited exactly thereto, 

40 since various modifications may be made without 
departing from the Scope of my invention, as de 
fined in the following claims. 

I claim: 
1. A Support comprising a base member hav 

45 ing an internally threaded apertured portion, at 
least one clamp connected to said base member, 
a shaft adapted to be supported by said base 
member, said shaft having a threaded portion 
adapted for engagement with the internally 

50 threaded apertured portion of said base member 
and the Surface of the structure to which it is to 
be connected, and an element adapted to be con 
nected to said shaft remote from its threaded por 
tion, Said element, having a wrench portion for 

55 engaging said shaft and a portion adapted for 
the connection of display media. 

2. A support comprising a base member having 
an internally threaded apertured portion, at least 
One clamp Connected to said base member, a shaft 

60 adapted to be supported by said base member, 
said shaft having a threaded portion adapted for 
engagement with the internally threaded aper 
tured portion of Said base member and the sur 
face of the Structure to which it is to be con 

65 nected, an element adapted to be connected to 
said shaft remote from its threaded portion, said 
element having a wrench portion for engaging 
said shaft and a portion adapted for the connec 
tion of display media, and means for preventing 

70 the dispiacement of said base member. 
3. A support comprising a base member hav 

ing an internally threaded apertured portion, at 
least one clamp connected to said base member, 
a shaft adapted to be supported by Said base 

75 member, said shaft having a threaded portion 

2,025,004 
adapted for engagement with the internally 
threaded apertured portion of said base member 
and the Surface of the structure to which it is 
connected, an element adapted to be connected 
to said shaft remote from its threaded portion, is 
Said element having a Wrench portion for en 
gaging said shaft and a portion adapted for 
the connection of display media, and means for 
preventing the displacement of said base mem 
ber, said last named means having a portion for 10 
rigidly engaging said base member and the struc 
ture to which it is to be connected. 

4. In combination with a rail or the like, an 
upright member including a substantially rectan 
gular base member having an internally threaded 15 
apertured portion, at least two clamp members 
formed integral with said base member at diag 

- onally opposite points therefor, said clamp mem 
bers being spaced longitudinally of saidbase mem 
ber a distance at least equal to the transverse di- 20 
mension of Said rail and shaped in Such manner as 
to encompass at least a portion of the same when 
said base member is positioned with its longi 
tudinal axis paralleling the longitudinal axis 
thereof, said base member being adapted to be 25 
positioned on said rail first with its longitudinal 
axis transversely thereof and then turned ap 
proximately 90 degrees to operatively position the 
same on said rail with its clamp members in en 
compassing position, and a shaft adapted to be 30. 
supported by said base member, Said Shaft hav 
ing a threaded portion adapted for engagement 
with the internally threaded apertured portion 
of said base member and said rail in Such man 
ner as to bring said clamp members into rigid 35 
contact therewith. 

5. In combination with a rail or the like, an 
upright member including a substantially rec 
tangular base member having an internally 
threaded apertured portion, at least tWO clamp 40 
members formed integral with said base member 
at diagonally opposite points thereof, said clamp 
members being spaced longitudinally of Said base 
member a distance at least equal to the transverse 
dimension of said rail and shaped in Such man- 45 
ner as to encompaSS at least a portion of the 
same when said base member is positioned with 
its longitudinal axis paralleling the longitudinal 
axis thereof, said base member adapted to be 
positioned on said rail first with its longitudinal 50 
axis transversely thereOf and then turned ap 
proximately 90 degrees to operatively position 
the same on said rail with its clamp members in 
encompassing position, a shaft adapted to be 
SUpported by Said base member, Said Shaft hav- 55 
ing a threaded portion adapted for engagement 
With the internally threaded apertured portion 
of said base member and Said rail in Such man 
ner as to bring said clamp members into rigid 
contact therewith, and means for preventing the 60 
displacement of said base member. 

6. In combination with a rail or the like, an 
upright member including a substantially rec 
tangular base member having an internally 
threaded apertured portion, at least two clamp 65 
members formed integral with said base member 
at diagonally opposite points thereof, said clamp 
members being spaced longitudinally of said base 
member a distance at least equal to the transverse 
dimension of said rail and shaped in such manner 70 
as to encompass at least a portion of the same 
when said base member is positioned with its 
longitudinal axis paralleling the longitudinal axis 
thereof, said base member being adapted to be 
positioned on Said rail first with its longitudinals 
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axis transversely thereof and then turned ap 
proximately 90 degrees to operatively position the 
Same On Said rail. With its clamp members in en 
compassing position, a shaft adapted to be Sup 
ported by Said base member, said shaft having a 
threaded portion adapted for engagement with 
the internally threaded apertured portion of Said 
base member and said rail in Such manner as to 
bring said clamp members into rigid contact 
therewith, and an element adapted to be con 
nected to said shaft remote from its threaded 
portion, said element having a wrench portion for 
engaging said shaft. 

7. In combination with a rail or the like, an 
upright member including a substantially rec 
tangular base member having an internally 
threaded apertured portion, at least two clamp 
members formed integral With said base member 
at diagonally opposite points thereof, said clamp 
members being Spaced longitudinally of said base 
member a distance at least equal to the trans 
Verse dimension. Of Said rail and shaped in Such 
manner as to encompass at least a portion of the 
Same when Said base member is positioned with 
its longitudinal axis paralleling the longitudinal 
axis thereof, said base member being adapted to 
be positioned. On said rail first with its longitudi 
nal axis transversely thereof and then turned ap 
proximately 90 degrees to operatively position the 
Same on Said rail. With its clamp members in en 
compassing position, a shaft adapted to be Sup 
ported by said base member, said shaft having a 
threaded portion adapted for engagement with 
the internally threaded apertured portion of said 
base member and said rail in Such manner as to 
bring Said clamp members into rigid contact 
therewith, means for preventing displacement of 
Said base member, and an element adapted to be 
Connected to said shaft remote from its threaded 
portion, said element having a Wrench portion for 
engaging Said shaft and a portion adapted for 
the connection of display media. 

8. In combination with a rail or the like, an 
upright member including a Substantially rec 
tangular base member having an internally 
threaded apertured portion, at least two clamp 
members formed integral with said base member 
at diagonally opposite points thereof, said clamp 
members being Spaced longitudinally of Said base 
member a distance at least equal to the trans 
verse dimension of said rail and shaped in such 
manner as to encompass at least a portion of the 
Same when Said base member is positioned with 

3 
its longitudinal axis paralleling the longitudinal 
axis thereof, said base member being adapted to 
be positioned on said rail first with its longitudinal 
axis transversely thereof and then turned approx 
imately 90 degrees to operatively position the 
Same on Said rail. With its clamp members in en 
Compassing position, a shaft adapted to be Sup 
ported by said base member, said shaft having a 
threaded portion adapted for engagement with 
the internally threaded apertured portion of said 
base member and said rail in Such manner as to 
bring said clamp members into rigid contact 
therewith, means for preventing displacement of 
Said base member, an element adapted to be con 
nected to said shaft remote from its threaded 
portion, said element having a Wrench portion for 
engaging said shaft and a portion adapted for the 
connection of display media, and means for pre 
venting the displacement of said base member. 

9. In combination with a rail or the like, an up 
right member including a Substantially rectangu 
lar base member having an internally threaded 
apertured portion, at least two clamp members 
formed integral with said base member at diag 
onally opposite points thereof, said clamp mem 
bers being spaced longitudinally of Said base 
member a distance at least equal to the transverse 
dimension of said rail and shaped in such manner 
as to encompass at least a portion of the same 
when said base member is positioned with its 
longitudinal axis paralleling the longitudinal axis 
thereof, said base member being adapted to be 
positioned on said rail first with its longitudinal 
axis transversely thereof and then turned approx 
imately 90 degrees to operatively position the same 
On Said rail With its clamp members in encom 
passing position, a shaft adapted to be supported 
by said base member, said shaft having a threaded 
portion adapted for engagement with the inter 
nally threaded apertured portion of said base 
member and said rail in Such manner as to bring 
said clamp members into rigid contact therewith, 
means for preventing displacement of said base 
member, an element adapted to be connected to 
said shaft remote from its threaded portion, said 
element having a Wrench portion for engaging 
Said shaft and a portion adapted for the connec 
tion of display media, and means for preventing 
the displacement of said base member, said last 
named means having a portion adapted for rigid 
engagement With Said base member. 
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