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UNITED STATES 
1,673,988 

PATENT OFFICE. 
GIACOMO NITTI, OF EAST HAVEN, CONNECTICUT. 

PORTABLE CHAIR. 
Application filed January 19, i925. y Serial No. 3,460. 

The present invention relates to folding 
or collapsible structures, and more specifi 
cally to an improved folding chair or settee 
especially well adapted for use on camping 
or Outing trips. 
The primary object of the invention be 

ing to provide a structure of this character 
wherein when the same is in a folded or 
collapsed condition, the same Will consti 
tute a neat appearing suit case for permit 
ting of ready transporting of the same. 
A further object of the invention is to 

provide a device of this character wherein 
when the device is unfolded for use, the same 
will present a neat and study chair; and 
when folded for transportation purposes, a 
liberal compartment is maintained for the 
carrying of food, clothing, etc. 
Other objects and advantages of the in 

vention will be apparent during the course 
of the following detailed description, taken 
in connection with the accompanying draw 
ings, forming a part of this specification, 
and in which drawings: 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of the de 

vice opened and set up for forming a chair. 
Figure 2 is a sectional view taken on line 

2-2 of Figure 1, looking in the direction 
of the arrows. 

Figure 3 is an enlarged fragmentary Sec 
tion on line 3-3 of Figure 2, looking in 
the direction of the arrows. 

Figure 4 is a fragmentary section on line 
4-4 of Figure 2, looking in the direction 
Of the arrows. ". . . . 

Figure 5 is an enlarged fragmentary plan 
view showing the manner of detachably 
connecting the back supporting braces. With 
the ends of the structure. 

Figure 6 is a perspective view showing 
the structure in a practically folded position 
for transportation as a suitcase; and, 
Figure 7 is an enlarged longitudinal Sec 

tion on line 7-7 of Figure 6 looking in the 
direction of the arrows, and showing the 
device in a fully folded condition. - 

Referring to the drawings in detail, and 
wherein similar reference character's desig 
nate corresponding parts throughout the sev 
eral views; the case comprises a seat portion 
A having collapsible supporting means B 
carried thereby; and a backportion Ching 
edly connected at one longitudinal edge of 
the seat portion A. 
The seat portion A which is preferably 

rectangular in shape, consists of end Walls 

16, are reinforcing blocks 21, and to each of 

10 and 11, front and rear walls 2 and 13. , 
respectively, and a side wall 14 which forms 
a seat for the device when opened to form 
a chair. Extending longitudinally in paral 
lel spaced relation to each front and rear 
Wall, are partition. Walls 15 forning elon 
gated compartments 16 extending through 
out the length of the seat portion, and into 
which compartments the supporting means 
B are adapted to be folded when the struc 
ture is in a collapsed condition. These par 
titions form a liberal storage compartment 
17 extending throughout the length of the 
seat portion for permitting of the carrying 
of food ol' clothing when desired. A trans 
versely extending partition wall 18 is pref 
erably disposed intermediate the ends of the 
seat portion for dividing the compartment 
17, and also acting as a reinforcing element 7 
for the seat 14 as when the device is being 
used as a chair. This partition wall 18 is 
preferably of a reduced dimension where it 
passes through the compartments 16 for per 
mitting of the ready folding of the Sup 
porting means B into the compartments. 
Filingedly connected to one of the partition 
walls i5 as by hinges 19, is a cover 20 which 
is adapted to merely overlie the compart 
ment 17 and form a closure for the same, for 
permitting of carrying various articles in 
the compartment, and retaining the articles 
in the compartment when the device is being 
used as a chair. 

Secured at each end of the compartments 
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which are hingedly connected as by hinges 
22, supporting legs 23 having flat end faces 
24, which are adapted to move into abutting 
relation with the free ends of the reinfore ing blocks 21 when the legs are swung to 
an open position, thus preventing further 
outward movement of the legs. Pivotally 
connected to the inner face of the front and 
rear walls 12 and 13 respectively, and adja 
cent each of the blocks 21, are braces. 25. 
which are adapted for swinging movement 
longitudinally within the compartments 16. 
The free ends of these braces 25, which are 
preferably cut at an angle, are provided with 
longitudinally extending slots 26 which are 
adapted to receive locking pins 27 carried 
by each of the legs 23. These pins 2 which 
are substantially flat, are provided with 
transversely extending head portions which 
are adapted to be turned transversely of the 
slots 26 for retaining the braces in Operative 
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relation to the legs when the legs are swung 
to an open position. 

Referring now to the back portion C 
which is of a shape to correspond with the 
seat portion A, the same includes end walls 
2S, top and bottom walls 29 and 30 respec 
tively, and a side wall 31 which forms a back 
for the device when opened to form a chair. 
This back portion C has its bottom wall 30 
connected to the rear wall 13 of the seat 
portion A at a point intermediate the up 
per and lower edges of the rear wall, by 
means of double acting flap hinges 32 for 
permitting of the back portion being swung 
into substantially right angular relation 
to the seat 14 when the device is opened to 
provide a chair. Detachable back support 
ing braces 33 which are adapted to be re 
tained in the back portion C as by spring 
clamps 34, have provided adjacent each of 
their end portions, longitudinally extend 
ing key ways 35 which are adapted to receive 
keys 36 extending outwardly from each end 
wall of the seat and back portions. These 
keys 36 are also provided with flattened 
head portions which are to be turned trans 
versally of the keyways 35 for retaining the 
braces in an adjusted position. If desired, 
a small chain 37 may be employed for pre 
venting the braces 33 from becoming lost. 
A suitable lock 38 may be provided for re 

taining the seat and back portions in a 
closed position, and a handle 39 attached to 
the front wall 12 for permitting of ready 
and easy transporting of the structure when 
in a collapsed condition. 
From the foregoing description of this in 

vention it will be apparent that a novel and 
efficient device of the described character 
has been provided which embodies novel col 
lapsing features, and which when in a col 
lapsed condition, forms a neat appearing 
suitcase having a liberal compartment for 
the transportation of articles of various de 
Scriptions. 

Various changes may be made to the spe 
cific form of the invention herein shown and 
described, without departing from the spirit 
of the invention or the scope of the follow 
ing claims. 

claim: 
1. A portable chair comprising an open 

sided seat portion including end walls, front 
and rear walls, and a side wall forming a 
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seat, partition walls supported longitudinal 
ly inwardly of the end, front and rear walls 
of said seat portion and forming elongated 
compartments adjacent each front and rear 
wall and a spacious storage compartillent be 
tween the elongated compartments, a cover 
for the storage compartment hingedly con 
nected at one edge to one of Said partition 
walls, supporting means for the seat por 
tion foldable into said elongated compart 
ments, and a back portion hingedly con 
nected to the rear wall of the seat portion 
and foldable over the open side of the seat 
portion to serve as a closure therefor and to 
conceal the supporting means when the chair 
is in a folded position. 

2. A portable chair comprising an open 
sided major portion including end walls, 
front and real' walls, and : sicle wall form 
ing a seat, collapsible supporting Ileans for 
the major portion including legs hingedly 
connected to the end walls at the free edges 
thereof and braces pivotally mounted on 
each front and rear wall adjacent each leg 
and having their free ends adapted for de 
tachable connection with their respective 
legs, and a minor portion acting as a back 
for the chair and movable to a closing posi 
tion over the open side of the major portion 
for concealing the Supporting means when in 
a collapsed condition. 

3. A portable chair comprising an open 
sided major portion including end walls, 
front and rear walls, and a side wall form 
ing a seat, legs hingedly connected to each 
corner of the major portion at the open side 
thereof and foldable into the major por 
tion, braces pivotally mounted on each front 
and rear wall adjacent each leg and having 
slotted free ends, keys rotatably carried by 
each leg and including heads movable trans 
versely of the brace slots for detachable con 
nection of the braces at their free ends with 
Said supporting legs, a minor portion acting 
as a back for the chair and movable to a 
closing position over the open side of the 
major portion for concealing the supporting 
means when in a collapsed position, and 
back supporting braces detachably associated 
with the end walls of the major portion 
and end edges of the minor portion for re 
taining the minor portion in a position to 
act as a back for the major portion. 
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