
(No Model.) 
W. H. BIGELOW. 

- DAM FOR IRRIGATING DITCHES, 
No. 289, 959 Patented Dec. ll, l883, 

N, 
V 

WITNESSES: |NINVENTOR: 
p. M VV - 

-6 areer BY C . . . 

w starroris 

  

  

  



IO 

end extended upstream a suitable distance 
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To all, Luhon, it malf concern: 
Beit known that I, WILLIAMH. BIGELOW, 

of Worthington, in the county of Nobles and 
State of Minnesota, have invented a new and 
Improved Damfor Irrigating-Ditches, of which 
the following is a full, clear, and exact descrip 
tion. 
My invention consists of a sheet of canvas, 

leather, or other fabric or substance, having 
One end attached to a bar of Wood or other 
material, said bar being longer than the width 
of the skin or fabric and projecting a suitable 
distance each side thereof, to reach across the 
ditch and lie on the banks, while the canvas 
or other sheet lies in the ditch, with itslower 

and secured by pegs down through holes in 
it into the ground, so that the water, press 
ing on the upper side of the sheet bulges the 
middle portion downward, pressing the mar 
gins against the sides of the ditch, and thus 
packing the bottom and sides of the sheet 
against the bottom and sides of the ditch, so 
that the said sheet effectually dams the ditch 
in the most simple and ready manner, by which 
the labor of building and removing the earth 
dams is saved, the only things needful to do 

and drive a few pegs through the lower end 
when damming the stream, and for taking up 
the dam it is only required to take the stick 
in one hand and pull up the pegs by the sheet: 
of canvas or other web, all as hereinafter fully 

Reference is to be had to the accompanying 
drawings, forming part of this specification, in 
which similar letters of reference indicate cor 
responding parts in both the figures. 
Figure 1 is a plan view of an irrigating-ditch 

and branches with my improved dam applied 
in two positions, one of which represents the 
water stopped by the dam and the other rep 

resents the dam laid in an empty ditch; and 
Fig. 2 is a longitudinal sectional elevation of 
Fig. 1. 45 
The main channel of the ditch is represented 

by a, and the branches are marked b. c. rep 
resents the sheet of canvas or any other web 
of material-as a skin-suitable for laying in 
the ditch and stopping the water by packing 5 
against the bottom and sides by the pressure 
of the Water, one end being nailed to a cross 
bar, d, which extends across the ditch and lies 
on the banks to hold the end nailed to it up 
above the level of the Water. The other end of 
the sheet is secured to the bottom of the ditch 
by nails e, or pegs of any kind. The sheet c is 
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to be enough longer than the depth of the ditch 
and wider than the ditch to be curved and 
bulged downward in the middle portion for 6o 
the end and sides to lap the surface of the bot 
tom and sides of the ditch sufficiently to pack 
tightly thereon by the pressure of the water. 
The sides and end of the dam lying on the 

bottom and sides of the ditch may be stiffened 65 
with wire corded in them, to be used, instead of 
the pegs, for causing the dam to resist the 
pressure of the Water, and I propose to make 
them so when preferred. 

Having thus described my invention, what 7o 
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 
The combination, with an irrigating-ditch, 

of a dam consisting of a canvas or other flexible 
sheet, c, and a cross-bar, d, said sheet c being 75 

| wider than the ditch and longer than the depth, 
and being pegged to the bottom, and bulged 
against the sides of the ditch by the Water, 
substantially as described. 

WILLIAM H. BIGELOW. 
Witnesses: 

BENJ. F. THURBER, 
S. S. EEWITT, 

  


