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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

A beverage container including a container body of
whatever cross-sectional configuration and a comple-
mentary cover therefor, the cover having a tongue cut
out by slits spaced equidistantly from a straight line which
extends through opposite edges of the cover and passes
through the midpoint of the cover; the slits extend in one
direction through one of said opposite edges and in the
opposite direction toward or up to the midportion of the
cover and thereby provide a tongue separated from the
cover except for its base. The underside of the cover has
a sealing strip of tearable material extending under the
tongue and the slits, and a lcop under the rear end of
the tongue serves to carry a drinking straw. The cover
is sealed to the rim of the container body, preferably to
a circumferential flange on the rim.

This application is a continuation-in-part of my applica-
tion Ser. No. 475,212, filed July 27, 1965, now abandoned,
entitled “Beverage Containers.”

The present invention relates to cartons or containers
of whatever cross-sectional conformation, and more par-
ticularly to beverage containers. They may, for example,
have cross-sections which are polygonal (including
square, rectangular), circular or elliptical, This invention
is, moreover, an improved construction over that dis-
closed in my Patent No. 3,134,530, granted on May 26,
1964, and it aims to provide a simpler, more practical
and useful means for attaining quick access to the con-
tents of the container as well as to the drinking straw con-
tained therewithin, as well also as providing an improved
tight sealing means for the container.

Referring briefly to the accompanying drawing,

FIG. 1 is a fragmentary perspective view of a con-
tainer which is rectangular in cross-section, illustrating
the operation of the invention.

FIG. 2 is an exploded perspective view of the various
parts which are assembled to provide the container of
FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a bottom perspective view of the cover of
the container of FIG. 1, partly broken away and partly
in section, as it appears prior to sealing it on the rim of
the container body.

FIG. 4 is a sectional view taken on the line 4—4 of
FIG. 1 but showing the straw-carrying tongue in its origi-
nal position prior to lifting it into the position thereof
shown in FIG. 1.

FIG. 5 is a sectional view taken on the line 5—S5 of
FIG. 4.

FIG. 6 is a fragmentary perspective view similar to
FIG. 1 but showing the invention applied to a container
which is circular in cross-section.

FIG. 7 is a bottom perspective view of the cover per s¢
of the container of FIG. 6.

FIG. 8 is a top plan view of the container of FIG. 6
in normally closed and sealed condition.

FIG. 9 is a sectional view taken on the line 9—9 of
FIG. 8.
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FIG. 10 is a sectional view taken on the line 10—10
of FIG. 9.

FIG. 11 is a top plan view of a container which is
elliptical in cross-section, in normally sealed condition,
with parts broken away.

Since basically the present invention is applied to the
cover alone of the container it may obviously be applied
to containers of whatever cross-sectional configuration, as
will presently become apparent.

First referring to the square or rectangular container
shown in FIGS. 1-5, the container body 10 is shown with
its four walls 11. The top circumferential edges of the
walls 11 are flared, preferably outward, to provide a
flange such as shown at 12, The complementary cover 13
is so dimensioned that its circumferential edge seats on
the flange 12.

Spaced equidistantly from a diagonal line of the cover
13 are two cuts or slits 14 which extend from one corner
of the cover toward the midportion thereof, preferably
but not necessarily as far as the said midportion. These
slits are spaced equidistantly from a diagonal line of the
cover and define a tongue 15 cut free of the body of the
cover by the slits, the tongue thus being provided with
a tip 16 which, in FIGS. 1-4, is tapered or pointed. The
slits 14 may obviously be mutually parallel, as shown, or
extend otherwise than mutually parallel.

A strip of thin readily tearable material having the
same general shape as the tongue 15 but having a greater
width, is shown at 17; the thickness of this strip is mag-
nified in the drawing. The strip may be made of metal foil,
plastic or other suitable material. The transverse slit 18,
FIG. 2, makes it possible to belly outward the rear por-
tion 19 of the strip 17 into the tubular shape shown in
FIGS. 3 and 5, the portion 1% having the forward edge
184, FIG. 3.

Through the loop 19 thus provided, a drinking straw
29, is passed, and the strip 17 is cemented, heat sealed,
or otherwise adhered to the underside of the cover in the
position shown in FIG. 3 with the two sides 21 of the

" strip sealing the slits 14. Thus the straw is slidably
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mounted on the underside of the cover and, more particu-
larly, on the underside of the tongue 15. The cover is
finally cemented or otherwise sealed on the flange 12 of
the container body.

In order to gain access to the straw and the contents
of the container, the consumer can lift the tongue 15 by
inserting a knife blade or finger nail in the space be-
tween the slightly turned up tip 16 and the flange 12.
Since the strip is readily tearable, pulling up the tongue
causes the strip to tear along the edges defined by the
tongue, the portion of the strip which adheres to the
tongite coming up with the tongue. With the tongue
lifted, for example into the position shown in FIG. 1,
the straw may readily be pulled out of the loop 19 for
use in the usual manner. Or, the straw may be only
partly pulled out to the extent shown in phantom in
FIG. 1 to draw out the contents. As seen in FIGS. 2 and
3, the straw has a length nearly equal to the length of a
diagonal of the container cover. The height of the con-
tainer is such that the length of the straw is sufficient to
teach to its bottom, during consumption of the liquid,

FIGS. 6-11 illustrate the same invention as disclosed
in FIGS. 1-5, applied to containers which are circular or
elliptical in cross-section. Therefore parts which are iden-
tical to parts in FIGS. 1-5 bear identical reference num-
erals while parts which are equivalent but not identical
bear the same reference numerals followed by the suffix
“b” or “c.”

In the case of the container body 23 of FIG. 6, which
is of circular cross-section, the complementary circular
cover 24 is secured to a flange 125 thereon in the same



3,385,501

3

manner as previously described for the container of FIGS.
1-5. In this case the tongue 15b extends along a diameter
of the cover and is cut out thereof by slits 14 which extend
through the peripheral edge of the cover. Hence the tip
16b is rounded in conformity with the curvature of the
cover.

In the case of the elliptical container 25, FIG. 11, the
tongue 15c¢ extends along a major axis of the comple-
mentary elliptical cover 26, and its tip 16¢c has the same
curvature as that of the cover at the end of the major
axis.

The operation of the forms shown in FIGS. 6-11 is
obviously similar to that described with reference to
FIGS. 1-5.

Since the term “polygonal” includes rectangular and
square in its broad sense, and since polygons of an even
number of sides all have diagonals, it is to be understood
that the representation of the container of FIGS. 1-5 as
rectangular in cross-section is presented merely as one
example of a polygonal container to which the invention
may be applied.

Moreover, whether the container is polygonal, circular
or elliptical in cross-section is immaterial insofar as the
invention is concerned. The basic invention, as is ap-
parent, resides entirely in the construction of the cover,
regardless of its cross-sectional configuration. In order
that a straw of maximum length may be carried under
the cover, the main requirement is that the tongue be
positioned along a line which extends through opposite
edges of the cover and which passes through the mid-
point of the cover. In the case of a polygonal container,
such a line is a diagonal. In the case of an elliptical con-
tainer it is a major axis, while in a circular container it
is any diameter.

Beverage containers of the kind herein set forth are
most practically made of a plastic material, although
other materials or combinations of materials may of
course be used where practical.

I claim:

1. A beverage container made of relatively tear-resis-
tant material comprising a body portion and a comple-
mentary cover therefor, the cover having two slits therein
on opposite sides of and equidistant from a line which
extends through opposite edges of the cover and passes
through the midpoint of the cover, said slits extending in
one direction through one of said opposite edges and in
the opposite direction toward the midportion of the cover
thereby providing a tongue entirely separated from the
remainder of the cover except for the base of the tongue,
readily tearable sealing means on the underside of the
cover sealing said slits, and a drinking straw releasably
secured to the underside of said tongue and positioned in
the vertical plane of the tongue.

2. A beverage container according to claim 1, said
sealing means comprising a strip of readily tearable mate-
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rial having a tubular loop depending from the rear por-
tion thereof in said vertical plane of the tongue, said
straw registering in said loop.

3. A beverage container made of relatively tear-re-
sistant material comprising a body portion and a comple-
mentary cover therefor, the cover having two slits therein
on opposite sides of and equidistant from a straight line
which extends through opposite edges of the cover and
passes through the midpoint of the cover, said slits ex-
tending in one direction through one of said opposite
edges and in the opposite direction toward the midportion
of the cover thereby providing a tongue entirely separated
from the remainder of the cover except for the base por-
tion thereof, readily tearable sealing means secured to the
underside of the cover and sealing said slits, said body
portion having a substantially horizontal flange extending
from the top edge thereof, said cover having the cir-
cumferential edge thereof sealed on said flange.

4. A beverage container according to claim 3, said
sealing means comprising a strip of readily tearable mate-
rial adhered to said cover, said strip having a tubular loop
in the rear portion thereof extending downward from
said cover in the vertical plane of said tongue, and a
drinking straw registering in said loop.

5. A beverage container according to claim 3, having a
drinking straw releasably secured to the underside of said
tongue.

6. A beverage container according to claim 5, wherein
said container body is polygonal in cross-section and said
cover is complementarily polygonal, said line constituting
a diagonal of the cover.

7. A beverage container according to claim 5, wherein
said container body is circular in cross-section and said
cover is complementarily circular, said line constituting
a diameter of the cover.

8. A beverage container according to claim 5, wherein
said container body is elliptical in cross-section, and said
cover is complementarily elliptical, said line constituting
the major axis of the cover,
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