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This invention relates to disposable containers for
dispensing materials such as salt, pepper, and the like.

This invention provides a container which is an im-
provement over the type disclosed in U.S. Patent 2,499,-
313. The patented container is made up of two flexible
sheets sealed together around their edges, and sealed to-
gether along elongated and laterally spaced areas so that
a plurality of separate chambers extending for substan-
tially the entire length of the container are formed
between adjacent sealed areas. The container is adapted
to be split open along a line which is perpendicular to
the direction of the separate chambers so that the con-
tents therein can be shaken out. The patented container
has found wide acceptance, but it suffers the disadvantage
that when it is broken open, the openings formed for
dispensing the material therein are so large that it is
difficult to dispense the material in the container at the
rate desired. This is particularly true for seasonings such
as salt.

Another disadvantage of the prior art containers is
that the sealed together areas, which extend for sub-
stantially the entire length of the container, occupy a
large space, and seriously limit the amount of material
which can be stored in the container without making its
size so large as to be bulky and unsuitable for commercial
use. For this reason, the patented containers are limited
in how small the separate chambers can be made because
of the large loss of storage volume between adjacent
chambers.

This invention provides a container adapted to be
opened by tearing, and having a plurality of relatively
small openings so that the material therein can be dis-
persed with better control than is now possible with the
presently available containers.

Briefly, this invention contemplates a container for
dispensing materials comprising two sheets sealed to-
gether around their edges to define an enclosed envelope
portion for holding the material to be dispensed. The
insides of the sheets are in contact with each other at a
plurality of spaced apart areas within the envelope por-
tion of the container so as to form a plurality of spaced
apart orifices. The length of the constricted areas is
limited so that the lengths of the orifices formed between
adjacent areas are substantially less than the maximum
dimension of the envelope. With this arrangement, the
orifices can be made much smaller than with presently
available containers, and can also contain more material
than presently available containers of the same size.

In the preferred form of this invention, the container
is made structurally weak along a line generally trans-
verse to the direction in which the orifices open, and yet
spaced sufficiently far away so as mot to change the
effective size of the orifices when the container is torn
along the weakened line.

These and other aspects of the invention will be more
fully understood from the detailed description in which:
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FIG. 1 is a plan view of the presently preferred em-
bodiment of this invention;

FIG. 2 is a view taken on line 2—2 of FIG. 1; and

FIG. 3 is a view taken on line 3—3 of FIG. 1.

Referring to the drawing, a pair of rectangular sheets
10 of suitable flexible material such as paper, cardboard,
plastic, etc., are stacked together and sealed around their
edges in a border portion 12 to form an enclosed envelope
portion 13. As can be seen best in FIG. 1, the top
border 12A is substantially wider than the side and bot-
tom borders.

The inside surfaces in the envelope portion of the
container are sealed together at a plurality of relatively
small areas 14 so that a plurality of small orifices 16 are
formed between adjacent sealed areas and lie along a line
which is parallel to and spaced from the inside edge
of the top border 12A.

As shown most clearly in FIGS. 2 and 3, the outside
surface of cach sheet 19 includes a V-shaped groove 18
parallel to the inside edge of the top border, and ap-
proximately half way between the upper ends of the
orifices and the inside edge of the top border. The V-
shaped grooves 18 in each sheet are exactly the same dis-
tance from the inside edge of the top border. Each sheet
also includes a V-shaped notch 28 (see FIG. 1) in its
edge at opposite ends of its respective V-shaped groove
so that the top of the container can readily be torn off
along a line defined by the V-shaped grooves in the sheets.
When the container is so ripped, it is opened without
disturbing the size of the orifices lying between the sealed
areas 14. Moreover, since the sealed areas are rela-
tively limited in their extent, they can be spaced close
together so the orifices formed between adjacent areas
are small, and yet the volume of the container envelope
is not unduly reduced. It will be apparent that such
an arrangement is a definite advantage over the patented
container because the container can be provided with
smaller orifices for better control of the dispensed ma-
terial, and the container can be opened without changing
the effective opening of the orifices.

The sealed together areas can be formed in a plurality
of ways. For example, if relatively stiff paper is used,
the areas may be formed simply by pressing the sheets
together in the desired locations. Alternatively, the
sheets are sealed together by suitable binder or adhesive,
or if a plastic such as polyethylene is used, the areas are
sealed by the application of heat while the sheets are held
together in the desired locations.

As is obvious from the drawings, the sheets 10 defining
the side walls of the container 13 are spaced apart sub-
stantially uniformly and throughout their entire area
except at the area 14 and at the edge seams. Obviously
the spacing is accomplished by preforming the sheets 10
so that when their edges are sealed together their un-
sealed portions are spaced apart as shown and described.

Iclaim:

1. A container for dispensing granular or the like ma-
terial comprising: a pair of generally rectangular sheets
of relatively staff tearable material sealed together around
their edges and formed to define a closed envelope con-
taining a quantity of the material to be dispensed and
having walls preformed so as to be substantially uni-
formly spaced apart throughout their areas except at a
plurality of small spaced apart areas thereof; said small
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areas being held in face-to-face contact and arranged
in a row across said container generally parallel to but
spaced from one of said sealed edges; said areas extend-
ing generally perpendicular to said onme edge and being
of a short length relative to the length of said envelope;
the spaces between said areas comprising open passage-
ways extending toward said one edge; and means de-
fining a plane of weakness across said envelope between
said areas and said one edge whereby said envelope
may be opened by tearing said sheets along said plane
of weakness.

2. A container as defined in claim 1 wherein said
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last-named means comprises a groove extending across
each sheet through one face thereof.
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