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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Liro Emriicw, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at the
city of St. Louis, Missouri, have invented a
certain new and useful Improvement in
Letter-Boxes, of which the following is a
full, clear, and exact description, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same, ref-
erence beinghad to the accompanying draw-
ings, forming part of this specification, in
which—

Figure 1 is a vertical sectional view
through my improved letter box arranged
at the bottom of a mail chute; Fig. 2 is a
similar view showing the box removed; Fig.
3 is a fragmentary plan view of said box;
Fig. 4 is a sectional view on line 4—4, Fig.
2. Fig. 5 is a detail view of the closure for
the inner receptacle..

This invention relates to new and useful
Improvements in letter boxes, the object be-
ing to construct a box of the character de-
scribed which can be placed in a mail-re-
celving box at the lower end of a mail chute,
the said letter box receiving the mail from
chute and being capable of being removed,
the act of removal closing the mail-receiving
aperture.

Where mail chutes are installed in public

‘buildings and are accessible to employees of

the Post Office Department at all mail-col-
lecting hours, it is only necessary to provide
a receptacle 23 at the bottom of the chute,
access to which receptacle may be gained
through a door 24, and the key to the lock
of which is held by the post office employee.
In private buildings, however, such as de-

partment stores or other places where the

proprietors desire to provide public conven-
lences, mail chutes cannot be used unless the
building is kept open so as to permit em-
ployees of the post office to obtain access to
the receptacle at all collecting hours. This,
of course, is not feasible and I have there-
fore provided a means whereby mail depos-
ited in the chute may be transmitted to the
post office in a receptacle, the carrier not
having access to the mail.

Referring now to Fig. 2, a receptacle 25
is shown, which receptacle is provided with
a door 26, said door being locked and the
key being in the possession of an employee
of the post office. This receptacle 25 is of

such size as to be introduced into the recep-
tacle 23, and is provided with a mail-receiv-
ing opening in line with the chute and
through which opening mail deposited in
the chute will pass into said receptacle 2.
A closure is provided for this opening and
Ineans are arranged to operate this closuve
and close the said opening when the recep-
tacle 25 is removed for transportation to the
post office. This closure is in the form of a
plate 27 slidingly mounted in guides 29 ar-
ranged on the top of the receptacle 25.

28 1s a section hinged to the plate 27, a
torsion spring 80 exerting its energy to
hold the plate in an upright pesition.  The
ends of hinged section 28 ride upon the
guides 29 and prevent the hinged section
from locking the plate 27 in its closed po-
sition until such time as said hinged section
shall have passed the ends of said guides, as
shown by dotted lines in Fig. 3.

30* is a flat yielding plate mounted on the
under side of the top wall of the receptacle
23 in line with the hinged section 28 as
shown in Fig. 1. When the receptacle 25
is removed the free end of this plate 30* en-
gages the hinge section 28, forcing the plate
27 to move to its closed position, and when
the plate 27 is home the hinge section 28 will
have been moved past the flanges on the
guide pieces 29 so that the hinge section 28
may be folded down as shown by dotted
lines in Fig. 8. The hinge section 98 is pro-
vided with two spring-pressed latch bolts
31 which are connected to sliding pieces 82,
which sliding pieces have pinch handles 33
arranged thereon. When the hinge section
28 is moved by the plate 80 to a horizontal
position, the latch bolts 31 register with re-
cesses 34 in the side walls of the receptacle
25. The springs pressing the latch bolts
outwardly cause them to engage said re-
cesses as shown in Fig. 4. These latch bolts
together with the ends 29* of the flanves on
the guiding plates prevent the plate 27 from
being opened from the exterior. Conse-
quently, when this inner receptacle is re-
moved from the receptacle 23 the opening
in said inner receptacle is coincidently
closed and locked in its closed position so
that it cannot be opened from the out-
side, and thus the said inner receptacle
may be carried to the post office where a
key to the door 26 thereof is kept, and when
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said door is opened access may be had to the
interior thereof. When the door 26 is open
a person may grasp the pinch heads 28 and
retract the bolts 81 so that the hinge plate
27 may be slid back to open the mail-receiv-
ing aperture of the receptacle. When the
receptacle is introduced in the box 23 the
plate 80 will yield sufficiently to permit the
hinge section to ride thereunder and be in
readiness to again close the plate 27 by co-
operating with said hinge section in the
manner hereinbefore described, when the
inner receptacle is removed.

Instead of having the walls of the inner
receptacle made up of sheet metal they can
be made up of canvas or other flexible ma-
terial.

I am aware that minor changes in the
construction, arrangement and combination
of the several parts of my device can be

~made and substitated for those herein shown

and described without in the least departing
from the nature and principle of my inven-
tion.

This application is a division of an appli-
cation filed by me October 15th, 1906, Serial
No. 339,131.

Having thus described my invention, what
T claim is:

1. In combination with a mail chute, a
removable receptacle having a mail-receiv-
ing aperture, a closure for said aperture,
said closure comprising a sliding plate, a
hinge section on said sliding plate, and
spring-pressed bolts arranged in said hinge
section and adapted to lock said closure in
its closed position; substantially as de-
seribed.

2. In combination with a mail chute, a
removable receptacle having a mail-receiv-
ing aperture, a closure for said aperture
comprising a sliding plate, a hinge section
at one edge of said sliding plate, locking bolts
carried by said hinge section for locking the
same in its closed position, and means ar-
ranged inside of the removable receptacle
for operating said locking bolts; substan-
tially as described. L

3. A portable letter box, having a mail
receiving aperture, a sliding plate for clos-
ing said aperture, a member hinged to said
plate, a means on said hinged member for
locking the plate in closed position, and
which plate and locking means are actuated
when the letter box 1s removed from its
holder.

4. A portable letter box for mail chute
receptacles, provided with a mail receiving
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aperture, a sliding closure for said aperture
which is closed when the box is removed
from the receptacle, a hinged member on
the closure which occupies a vertical posi-
tion when the closure is in an open position,
and which hinged member is engaged by a
part of the receptacle when the box is re-
moved therefrom, and means carried by
said hinged member for locking the closure.

5. A portable letter box, having a mail
receiving aperture, a sliding member for
closing said aperture, a hinged section on
said sliding member, yielding means for nor-
mally holding said hinged section in an up-
right position, and locking members carried
by said hinged member and adapted to en-
gage with the body of the box when the
hinged member occupies a horizontal posi-
tion.

6. A portable letter box having a mail re-
ceiving aperture, a sliding plate for closing

said aperture, a hinged section on said slid-

ing plate, and a pair of oppositely disposed
spring-pressed bolts carried by the hinged
section for locking the sliding plate in its
closed position.

7. A portable letter box having a mail
receiving aperture, a sliding plate for clos-
ing said aperture, a hinged section on said
sliding plate, a pair of oppositely disposed
spring-pressed bolts carried by the hinged
section for locking the sliding plate in its
closed position, and means whereby said
bolts may be withdrawn to unlock the slid-
ing plate.

8.”A portable letter box having a mail
receiving aperture, a sliding plate for clos-
ing said aperture, a hinged section on said
sliding plate, a pair of oppositely disposed
spring-pressed bolts carried by the hinged
section for locking the sliding plate in its
closed position, and means arranged inside
the box for operating said locking belts.

9. The combination with a portable letter
box, having a mail receiving aperture of a
closure for said aperture, comprising a slid-
ing plate and a hinged plate, which plates
are automatically closed when the letter box
is removed from its support, and means car-
ried by the hinged plate for locking both
plates when closed. :

In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my
signature in the presence of two witnesses,
this 30th day of January, 1909.

LEO EHRLICH.

Witnesses:

. R. CorNwarLL,
Luxore CLARK.
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