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This invention relates to a kitchen utensil 
or implement primarily designed for facili 
tating the opening of fruit jars and the re 
moval of crimped caps from bottles and jars, 

5 the same being in the nature of a combination 
implement. 

In home canning, the jar tops are brought 
down firmly upon a rubber gasket or ring 
So as to seal the contents from the atmos 
phere, and when it is desired to open the 
canned goods it is necessary to break the 
air seal in facilitating the removal of the 
jar top. Other types of jars, and especially 
bottles, are provided with caps which are 
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the container and whose removal necessitates 
the application of a force sufficient to par 
tially decrimp and lift such cap from of 
the bead. 
Various implements have been designed 

to facilitate the removal of such tops or caps, 
Some of which embody pivotally connected 
parts while others, although answering the 
purpose for which they are designed, entail 
prohibitive production costs. 
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The present invention has for its primary 
object to provide a simply and durably con 
structed implement of economical design by 
which the removal of a jar top is greatly fa 
cilitated. Further the invention resides in 
a compound implement, combining a jar 
opener with a bottle opener in an integral 
or unitary structure E. formed from 
a single piece of stock material. 

Further the invention resides in the salient 
features of construction hereinafter described 
in detail and succintly defined in the ap 
pended claim, reference being had to the ac 
companying drawing wherein: w 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the im 
proved implement. w 
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Fig. 2 is an elevation thereof illustrating 
the application of the implement to a jar. Fig. 3 is a view disclosing the application 

45 of the implement to a bottle. 
Referring more in detail to the accom 

panying drawing, the implement comprises 
a body carrying on one end a depending leg 
1 with an inwardly directed toe 2. The free 

crimped tightly thereon beneath a bead on 

the leg 1 to form a wedging face 3 and a 
sharpened edge or penetrating point 4 where 
by, upon seating the toe on the protruding 
flange of the rubber gasket 5 with the edge 
4 introduced beneath the top 6, and forcing 
the toe inwardly, the wedging face 3 will 
tend to lift the latter from the gasket while 
the penetrating point 4 will enter beneath . 
the cap to break the air seal provided by said 
gasket. The jar herein depicted is of that 60 
type in which the top is clamped on by a bail 
that is drawn downwardly by an eccentric 
handle movement, so well known to the home 
Cae. 
To compel the entering of the wedge and 

penetrating point beneath the top or cover 
there is provided, at a point substantially 
diametrically opposite, a face designed for 
camming downwardly on the cover 6 and con 
currently drawing the toe inwardly. This 
camming face 7 is formed on a shoulder 8 
which is connected by a reach portion 9 to 
the leg or end portion 1, the reach or bridge 
portion 9 overlying the cover 6 as clearly 
shown in the drawing. 
A handle 10 is extended from the shoulder 

8 and away from the reach portion.9, while 
the camming face 7 is inclined from the 
handle 10 toward the reach portion 9 so that 
by grasping the handle with one hand and 
engaging the toe at the remote side of the 
jar beneath the cover 6, and then pressin 

55 

65 

70 

rs 

80 

downwardly, on the shoulder 8, the air sea 
will be broken by the penetrating point 4 and 
the wedging face 3 will cause the cover to 85 
cantor tilt upwardly, aided by a slight down 
pressure upon the handle 10 and at the same 
time using the shoulder engaged portion of 
the top as a point of fulcrum. Thus the 
shoulder face may be considered as a shift- 90 
able fulcrum which comes into play as soon 
as the air seal is broken. 
For decapping bottles and jars which have their tops crimped on the free portion of the 

handle 10 is formed with a toe or hook 11, 95 
the hook being slightly spaced from the 
handle by, what might be termed, a shorter 
leg 12. When the implement is used for this 
purpose the hook 11 is engaged beneath the 

0 end of this toe is inclined upwardly toward crimped flange 13 of the cap, as indicated in 10g 
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Fig. 3, with the handle 10 overlying the cap 
and serving in this instance as a reach, and 
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with the reach portion 9 constituting a han 
dle. Downward pressure upon the reach 
forming handle 9 will thereupon cause the 
hook or toe 1 to lift upwardly on the flange 
13, thereby disrupting the engagement of the 
cap on the bottle. The hook portion 11 is . 
preferably of a width to engage two or more 
crimpings of the flange 13 so as to avoid 
tearing into the flange while at the same time . 
provide for a more effective engagement be 
tween the hook and the cap. To insure this 
engagement the free edge of the hook is given 
a transverse concavity to more nearly con 
form to the curvature of the bottle. 
Thus the implement is formed with a toe 

on each end and an adjacent reach portion, 
serving as a manipulating handle for the re 
mote toe, the two reach portions being united 
by a face which opposes one toe and coacts 
therewith in effecting the introduction of the 
toe beneath the jar cover. The entire imple 
ment may be constructed of a single piece of 
stock material and embodies no other parts 
which require any special manufacturing op 
erations or handling in the production of the 
implement. It is therefore obvious that the 
implement may expeditiously and economi 
cally be manufactured and will possess that 
degree of durability and utility so much de 
sired in an article of this nature. 
The device may be shaped from strap-like 

stock or stamped from sheet material. Each 
reach portion 9, 10, serves as a handle when 
the remote toe is being used and is well de 
fined by the camming shoulder which offsets 
one from the other. 
What is claimed is: 
An implement for removing glasstops from 

jars wherein the top is seated on a rubber 
gasket and may be lifted from the jar upon 
breaking the air seal, comprising a one-piece 
body of elongated design having a penetrat 
ing toe extended beneath a reach portion, the 
latter being offset to form a handle and a 
connecting shoulder, said shoulder opposing 
the toe and formed with a camming face 
opposing the toe for engaging the jar cover 
at the opposite side thereof from the toe for 
drawing the toe inwardly beneath the cover 
upon exerting a downward pressure on the 
handle and shoulder. 

GEORGE NATHAN. 


